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C H A P T E R 48 
WE BUY A HOU.SE. 

David Freudenthal a l l the time to us. He was 

succes sful in me t hat I shoul d tiuy b c&r, &nd 

he was after me to buy a hous e . Ee di o not knm: I had on l y 

a rela t ive l y amount in bank , n ot at all enoug!i to 

t h ink a bout ouy ing a house . h e d i d no t l e t g o .f'in&lly 

suc c e e d ed . Ee d i d not s ay it, tuL l e t ffie f e e l i t t i &t h e 

b"' hc. l '"'-f' ll l 1, 'l• rll rnan c v bv S "-'· ' 11 no v; 1 +- WO Y' "' V 11 E:. f .::q . t-; f'"CS '- ...; ...-...J- . v - - - _ _ .._,. , ' --- .· ...... -- v - .... ._ '---' ....... . 

\\' e oft en c r ave a r ou:nc i r: 1r:y c&.r to look fo r b. r,oi.l s e , ch 

n ot b e too ai,·av home on 
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Jmd one day we fo u nd one, ·v;hich had a sign "For Sale". con-

tacted t he r eal estate broker, and soon looked inside thB.t house 

at the corner of Rogers and Sullivan ilace. It in 

a very go od n e ighborhood , very nice from ou t side, haG a nice 

garden, was also nice inside, but I coul.d not see, Loi" I could 

have an office there. a lB.rge t e llar, where there 

a metal h eB.ter and next to it a heap of coal for heating 

of the house. It was accessible from the kitc h en ove r a wooden 

staircase, but there were only a few narrow cellar windows and 

no door to the street. I that it is impossible to build 

an office there, es pecially since the very low, but 

that, Dav id said, not mat ter. he s h owed me th&t a 
.. 

o oor could b e made out to t he stree t, and outside 3 or 4 stairs, 

since the cellar wa s a little street l eve l. soon me&-

sured the vhole cella r, h ad in t h e far back a little extr& 

ro om . .w. t h ome , I d r e1< an outl ay on t:. pap er ·v, i th lit tle 

ea ch s ouare rep resenting one and I foun d that it wo uld 

really be possible to a n off i ce . 

The price fer the h ouse v a s $ l l . 000 .- and Davi d as ked me, 

whether I ha6 1. 000 .-. 7 h at ! and h e s a id t ht:.t he 

l en( me tr·.e o the r ? 13 . 000 . - c. t U.;( , int e r e st. I 1r. ou_C. need a 

few thousand dollars for the construction and 

r eally ab ou t a ll I had. I Eedy and the ch il t r en to the 

h ouse .s..nd they like c it c..nc Johanne._ v:e:.s es pecially er, tlxs i astic . 

.So, v c: t tL e Louse , t«nd our frienc CLa rles lr.c. tt: rs, vr.o ·v-:c. s 

::'.: t wc. s a g:reec t h.a t I ·kou ::..c + r -'O vCl.:. - .. ,, ove r t he .t. Ouse on Mo. v 

., . . 
" 1st, 

Oi.:r 

b.Il 
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agreem en t v.:as made with Mr. Jakubowski regarcing the pri ce for 

the construction, put ting dovn in Krit ing &11 the details, in-

eluding laying of lines for heating, canalization, als o 

electric floors, a new staircase to the kitchen, a 

rate boiler room and laundry, a new toilet, also a_ staircs.se 

at the entrance t o the office ;.rith t'l<O bani s ters, a l an -

tern on a pos t at the corner and two lamps at the entrb.nce door, 

all the partitians and doors for the waiting room, office room, 

toil e t, and boiler room, a l&rger window in my office room and 

many, many more items, too much to be mentioned here. Eve ry-

thing was done pe rfectly well at a cost of bbout 6 or 7.00 J .-.,. 
dollars, and I could move in exactly on May 1st, On the 

first day, moved in, the first p atients came already 

in the afternoon, when the furniture and office e quipment vere 

not yet on the ri g":-1 t ;i l a c e . 

A the house is for 

those readers, h-ho d id not ::-C101: th e tous e . On the main fl oor, 

had a s e J a rat e entranc e over a stairs on Sulliv6n 

? 2-ac e, Fe r e , ne :x. t to the en traYl C e doo r, a ·c las ed -in ) Orc h 1-:i t r. 

3 fron t - an ci t h en d good - sized li v i n[ 

one t h er a room with 3 h!ndoKs, a lbrge 

side by side s m& lle r a nd a kit -

c hen one going out into t he ga r de n. hll win-

dows had the viev into th e s inc e t he house r Bc ess e d , 

separated by about ten fe et f r om t he street . All b. r ound the 

ga rd e n h as a h e dge . ffi' 1 lne re w&s a s o & g srag e and a bigger gar -

ths &nd s i de of th e Frorn 

next th e a s taircas e led to 

t h P ;;;:a r cen , anci t he ga :r(er: :is.: f . s c ;;c.::-'ate c.:oo r lea ding out i nto 
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The dining room, with 
door into the kitchen. 

---- ---·-· -- --. 

The living roomt with 
opening into the dining 
room. 

The dining room,with 
staircase to upper floor. 
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The kitchen with door 
to the garden. 

The rest of 
kitchen. 

the 

kitchen with -The 
Window to the garden. 
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The living room with 
door to the street. 

The living room with 
opening to the porch. 

The 
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Another corner in the 
waiting room. 
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Corner ttl the waiting room. 

A third corner in the 
waiting room 
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the street . t h e hall way next to the kitchen a staircase 

went do-vm to the lm._'er floor, vihere the office wc:.s . There was 

downstairs, nex t to the staircase, a toilet a washb asin, 

and , next to it a door to the boiler a modern boi-

ler and oil tank were installed , later als o a mode rn washing 

machine and dryer and a From last stair of t he 

staircase was a narrow h allway leading to the office door, but 

h alfway in that hallway ·was t h e exit t o the street, on one side 

and on the opposite side the entrance to t h e wait ing room. The 

waiting room anc t he office room next to it v;ere of a good size 

and next to the of f ice room was another which I 

use d as treatmen t room a nd ooth t h ese rooms had 

vash bas ins. The roar the smalle r room had good 

air condi tioners . The waiting hijd on the walls ab out 18 

shoFcases ·witt butte r:'li es anc lookec like a museums room . I 

had also a b i g aquarium there , 

ba c k to the main f:oor, there was a staircase go ing 

uo to . our be t ro orns , one one littl e r oom fo r 

? r ancis, an e'. one room for .Jo:ts.::i..."1a , an C. 0Bt1-.ee n ib..11.e master bed -

room ?rancis' was a tathroom . From t hat floor 

led a up to the t he re were two small 

rooms, one of them with wasl-1bas in, which v-; e r o. rely us ea for 

sleep ing, and storag e 

had p l ants the gbrden , consi s ted of 

par ts , one on Sulliva n t here al s o 

tre es . a rrmlb errv._. tree anc· •· - oo ,.;. .bOX\ O d "-, "" - c. - · - - c, · c 1,,r e e, a s econd 

part on nvenue , a tree and a s ilktree, 

T,, - -- r r 1,..:; ' l rY' ... ·• -L t .,., 0 c 1,. 
L --. · c:.. ...... , _ J .1. U ell v: i c :1. a .J a. s s -

arevay t c ent r ance C f" +- ' - •· ... • ...< t' . -· "" -n c:: c _ "- :.. c e , an v. &. r. 1 c. r.:- b r en , , ; 
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This is how Mrs . Adolf fVlcchner of the PoppJ Garden Club sees the 
Brooklyn 1'-foseum ... a portrait in gla!ed white statuary, glistening crystal 
and Anthurium nowers. 
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the one , measuring about 20 feet on each side, vith a 
.. c··· very big magnolia tree anc an orange tree of a special k ind, 

and beaut iful p lants , of icI'.. Hedy took c are , also rose bushes 

and a big pyrocanter bush. I had p lanted three maple trees in 

the street, at t he edge of the si6ewalk , two on Rogers avenue 

and one on Sullivan aftef in. The 

one on Sullivan ?lace we lost in a storm, but the othe r two de-

veloped into enormous trees t t e course of over 20 and 

the Magnolia tree, which I had planted as a small tree next to 

t he garage, had become a very big tree, a pleasure to look at 

·v,ch en it was blooming e&rly in spring. .,.. 

Hedy had become a member of t\-: o garoen clubs and knm· rr:ucI'.. 

gardening, for a f e1 years al s o pr es ident of one of 
l . C.!.UDS • I h a c for cutting tr1e grass, for trirr:rr -.. , 

\ ing t he h ec ge , anc for o f vas 

irportant i n Tr_e locc:t i on of th e was 

since t he re was a station, one b loc t 

& '.Jus line on ::2r'.pire L;OUlevC:trC: , \·; it. . a sto_:J t;.t 2ogers .1-,ver:ue , 

ha lf a block a1 ay . l''.y _t.) r&c tic e fL_s t and 

bor :·.ooC. i,,1as very at tirr:e , ·h·hen o. t.,ette r of. 

middle class }BOJl e liv ed there in all the s id e s tree ts. 

rr: at ' ur..fo r tun&tely, change d g::r et::t:J:y in l ater ,-e o.rs, y.;h en a 1 01· e!' 

clas s of Rov ee in, cor i ng davr.. froffi th e 

sell houses and J.'.ore &bout that l ste r . 3ut 

= s ta!'t e d prac:ice fl ourished &nf i rproved 
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two interesting cas es, nedical, show more then 

any thing else , my &ctiviti e s in medicine . 

Toward the end of t h e y e a r 195 1, David got 

sick. Eis disease start e d ·Fith mil d fever,, but h e felt oth e r-

wise v;ell . I exa.minec his blooc , did re_i.Je ate c v-.-hite c ell counts 

myself almost caj_ly, but t h ere was only '. t:;_ ;, sligl1 t increase in 

the nmnber of whi te cells. One day he told me that he had a 

li t tle blood in the urine, just a fev drops • .but I exa-

r:ineci his urine, there ·Las no bl o od . I sent him immeciately 

for X-ra y examination the kidne y s, a so-callee intravenous 

? Yelography, v.·hich means a certain dye w&.s injected into 

a vein of his arm, and t hat caused a sha rp e r outline of the 

k idneys and k i dn ey The re s ult was negative, except 

t hat i t sho-v:ec t h c;.t t h e l e ft ki d ne y v:Q. s sli ghtly lm.er than 

t h e t on e . I t o pic k t h e X- rciy picture s from t h e 

r a diolo gi s t a nd looked at in r y offic e on the screen . I 

s a w a s l ie;:h t p ::oo t u be rance on the lei' t kidn ey, e:.nd I 1-\ ent v:ith 

the f ilr.:s t o Ma nha t t an t o r:.y fri e nC. D:-- . I l:ad 

from Vi enna , was an ex c e ll en t uro logist. :ie c on-

tha t tl! s re i.:as c.. sl i gr.t i r ::-e §;u l1:i.rity i n t he ou tline o f 

-she ls f t k i c::i ev , a.nd :c> e cor.il"!e n d e ci r :o r e X- rt:.y pic 1..ure s in C.i f fe -

r e n t to made b y h im. Davi d anc Selma a g reee and 

v: en t t o Dr. he is e r. Th e resul t o f n i s eX b.J."':'; i n c:;.t ion Y b.S t na t 

t h e :!:" e V' &S c e f ini t ely a s liE: ·t p ro t.u oers.nce i n th e l ef t kidney 

and t h a t an O:iJ'2 r & t ::. on ' '' '-'- S n e e es s a r y . '.2!; e 3 consul t -

u r o l og i st , u rolo gy i n th e Nou n t 3 i n ai Hos-

Dr. who al sc a nd 

:;i....., • - :· - -r l · · ' th .1. - • • - ' -__ ... ::;;. . -- .1.bG i,eis e !1 s.:-:o·..:lo C"O t =. on i r. 
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Street. Dr. Swick came to watch t!-_e opera t ion. It v.:c. s done 

i n January of 1952. When the kic.ney i·:B. s out and cut i nto tv:o 

halves, it showed a round tumor of the siz e of a cherry , deep 

inside the ki dney &nd near th e kidney pe lv,is. Dr. V>e is e r did 

an es 9eci ally fine job, gbing in deep and r emov ing all the f at 

which ah ays surrounds the kicney' going c los e to the l&rge 

blood vessels, aorta and vena cava, to make sure that he 

would t h ereby eliminate all lymph e noc es, v:hich may already 

contain cancer tissue. The diagnosis of course, c ancer of 

the kidney, a so-called hypernephroma. The r e sult of t !:e ope-

rat i on wa s excellent, and David lived y ears. Through 

al l these years, I taking care of h im. 

They had great confidence i n general and perha9 s 

especially on account of somet! ing thc:+t :!:"iad hap;Jened 3 year s 
· tr 

ea!'li e r in 19u9 , v;hen their housekee!Jsr, ?aulins , .. got sick . 

That Fas a !olish yoman , i.-:ho bee::: 1\- :._ t h them for ci. ·oout 30 

anc was t reat ed like & member of the family . One day, 

?auline got severe abdoffiinal ;Jains. lived th en on 36 Ful -

l er ?lac e in TLey calle e r.e &nd I i'ound he r with a 

acute abd omen , severe tende r ness in the ri ght 

ab domen &nf fev e r. I t have be en an acute 

perhaps a perf ora tee ap_oenc i x , but to t h e severe tender!les s 

it was i mpossible to make a 0efini0e diagnosis . I t coulc, of 

c ourse , also have been the riR:ht 0 1.'a !'y , i.-::ic L cause( the trou -

ble . 3ut one cert a in: :'.::t :".'e ou ired im.ned i c.te s u r r:e:ry . 
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the pat ient and exarTJined her. I was near the bed - he did net 

kr:o-v: thb.t I was c. doctcr, sinc e th e r e i-<8.S no opportunity for 

anyb ody t o introduce me to him - and I hec.rc him sc.y c..t t he 

enc : nDon't worry, I am not g :::ing to cut you up." 1-ie came then 

out and spoke to Selma and Davie and told t hem the same thing, 

he was not go ing to ope:'ate, bu t wi11 treat her with 

cil l in. I was then introduced to him, and I could see in h is 

expression that the situation was unpleasant fer h im. He kne-v. 

had done. '1 his was a case of an acute abdomen th1:..t 

s rioul r' have been opera t ed on irrunediately. I could not say any -

t h ing , as it would have been embarrassing for ·him. .So, i;: e v, ent 

The next day I visitec he r. fever and continu -

ed . s days later, she was on the table. I v.:as there. 

1:1n il e s h e ·v;as being p r ep ared, and the · surge ons Wcts h ing their 

ht:.nds, s: e v:a. s a l ::oeady under an e s t .-.,es i B.. She v..·c:,.s ti ·en c 8. t h e-

te :--i zec , i,.:h ic h is be ing c o::e ro ut inely oefo r e operations, out 

what I astonish e d me : c ame and , in or -

der to get l ast o f out of t h e p ressed 

n<? ::-- ::: and v·ith great fo rce into the t he lov es t .)art o:'. 

i n t he c en t er , where th e olc.dde:-- i s . I do n 't r ememrier eve r 

to have seen su8t a th i ng before . No wha t t Le surgeon 

found, Fhen h e o;;ene c the s.bcomen: EO normous amount of gray-

f l u i c , i :;-, vvh :. c! . po l y;>o id t urr:or .iJe.rticles v.;e re SFirr.n: i ng , It 

•· s s a c ur s t ed ovs. r ian c ys t, bur s t e d &.. f e v.' mi nu tes before u!'lde r 

t anf of the I t v: as a t err i bl e tL i::lg to see . 

of lit tle 11 . - ,_ 1., _ a u i ng a _ ov e r • 1r.i th -

t :v, e tI'..e ha- ?'"'lr.· , t .... e c yNt s ·)r · · ., ·1 1 
!" _ - - - vl l ,_ Ci - l"I '-'. i.- 0 0 b. 0 .L Y S '[ J.. 

-..j "'v 1 

•''. --. >· -t ...... _ ,..... ..... - ___ 
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insic e, still contained by a firm sac. Pauline relatively 

youbg then, and coult have been alive today, if the surgeon 

had op e r a t ed on her, when I had h e r to the ho3pital. 

Even then, when she was operated on, 5 days later, i t may still 

have been in time. But the cyst w&..s bursted and everytLing ·,,_-c..s 

lost. The tumor particles v,'ere spread ov e r in the c:.i.odomen, 

and a cleaning v·as i mpossible. They removed the bursted si:..c 

and closed the abdomen, and she recuperated gradually. \>:e knew 

that she was doomed and saw her de teriorate. There was much 

suffering, and she had to be at the end in t he Kings Cour-ty Hos-

pital for over a year. The Freuder.thals visitied he!' da il y , v.;ere 

good to her to a relative. die d in 19)1, mo re than 

tv·o years after t he operation . i-1. se.d c a se of poor judg err.er-t by 

the do ctor, and in a t( ition to it a rishap, t n e life of 

c. ? a t ient . 


