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CHAPTER L8

- WE BUY A HOUsE.

o~

-
David Freudenthsl triec gll tne time to help us, He wes
successful in convincing me that I should vuy u car, &andé nov
he was &after me to pbuy a house, He dic not know thzt I had only
a relatively small amount in the bank, not at all enough to
think about buying = house, sut he did not let go and finelly
- succeeced, He did not sev it, tut lset me feel it tiat he will
- be helpful with money, by saving "don't worry" & fev times,
We often drove aroune in my cer to look for a house, which
vould not be too far avay from our home on Ocean avenue,
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And one day we found one, which had & sign "For Sszle". we con-
tacted the real estate broker, and soon lookec inside that house
at the corner of ?ogers'nvenue and Sullivan rlace, It was in
a very good neighborhood, very nice from outside, hacd & nice
garden, was also nice inside, but I could not see, Low I could
have an office there, There ves a large cellar, where there

was a metal hester and next to it a heap of coal for heating

of the house, It was accessible from the kitchen over a wooden
staircase, but there were only a few narrow cellar windows and
no door to the street. I thought that it is impossivtle to build
ean office there, especislly since the celiling was very low, but
that, David said, would not metter. ancé he showed me thsat a
door coulé be made out to thie stréet, and outside 3 or 4 stairs,
since the cellar was a little below street level. We soon mea-
sured the whole cellar, which haé in the far back a little extra

room, &t home, I drew an o

o

tisy on & paper with little sguares,
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uare representing one foot, gnd I found that it would

reslly be possible to buildé there an office
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The price fcr the house was $ 1L.,000,- and Davié asked me,
~, and he said thet he would
lenc me the other 3 13,000,.- &t Lz": interest. I would

few thousand dollars for the construction work ané thet was

V3

eally about a1l I had., I érove Eedy and the chiléren to the

house &and they likec¢ it ané Jochannes was especially enthusiastic,
S0, ve bougl!t the lLouse, and ocur friend Charles hWeters, vwhLo wes
2 lewyer, drew up tle contract sné all the paders,
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agreement was made with Mr, Jakubowski regarcing the price for

ct

the construction, putting cdown in writing &£l1 the details, in-

pe
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cluding laying of lines for water, heating, canslization, salso
electric work, floors, a new staircase to the kitchen, & sepa-
rete boiler room and laundry, a new toilet, glso & staircese
at the entrance to the office with two metel banisters, & lan-
tern on a post st the corner and two lamps at the entrance door,
all the partitians and doors for the waiting room, office room,
toilet, and boiler room, a lafger window in my office room and
many, many more items, too much to be mentioned here., ZEvery-
thing was done perfectly well at a cost of about & or 7.000.-
dollars, anc I could mcve in exactly on May lét, 1951, On the
first day, vhen we moved in, the first patients came already
in the afternoon, when the furniture and office equipment were
not yet on the right place.

A detalled cescription of the house is gppropriute for

those readers, who ¢id not 4now the Louse., On the main floor,

which had & separate entrance over a fev stairs on Sullivean

with one wincdow, thern & dining room with 3 windows, a luarge
midcle windov, &nd side by side two smaller windovs, and a kit-
chen with one window, going out into the garcen. all the win-
dows had the view into the garden, since ths house was recessed,

separated by sbout ten feet from the street, 4ll around the

Ser ne+ - the 3 & 3 & 3
cen oetveen the «itchen and the side of tre garage, From a
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The inside of our house on 360 Rogers Avenue in Brookilyn,
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The 1living room, with
opening into the dining
room, e
The dining room,with
door into the kitchen.

The dining room,with
staircase to ‘upper floor



The kitchen with door
to the garden.

The- e tohed with
__Window to the garden,

The rest of the
‘kitchen,




The office. LYK




The living room with
_opening to the porch.

The 1iving room with
door to the ;t?eet.

The kitchen with door
to the dining room,




Corner ifi the walting room,

Another corner in the
waiting room,

A third corner in the
B vwaiting room



lith corner in the

waiting room,

The
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the street, From the hall way next to the kitchen & staircase

went dovn to the lower floor, vhere the office wus. There was

downstairs, next to the staircase, a toilet with a washbasin,
end, next to it a door to the boiler room,:wvhere a modern boi-
ler andéd oil tank were installed, later glso a mocdern washing
machine gnd dryer and a washbzsin., From the last stair of the
staircase was a narrow hallway leading to the office door, but
helfway in that hallway was the exit to the street,on one side
and on the opposite side the éntrance to the waiting room, The
waiting room an¢ the office room next to it vere of & good size
and next to the office room was another little, room, which I
useC as treatment room and lavoratory, omoth these rooms had

wash basins, The waiting roor and the smaller room had good

m

air conditioners, The waiting room hgd on the walls about 18

m

A shovcases with butterflies ané lookec like a museums room. I

[

had 2lso & big aquarium there,.

up to.our vecrooms, one master tedroom, one little room for

ct

Francis, and one room for Johznna, and bopetween the master bed-
room anc Francis' room was & vathroom, From that upper floor
led & staircase up to the attic, wrere there were two small
rooms, one of them with wasnbasin, which we rarely usec for

sleeping, and two storage rooms,

We had beautiful plants in the gerden, wnich consisted of

Q

three parts, one on Sullivan 2lace, where there were also two

trees, a mulberry tree ané s« zoot-sized boxvoed tree, g second
: pert on Fogers avenue, wit: & mountsir-ush tree and & silktree,
- quite olg enc flovering in July and .ugust, through wicn a oass

ageway led to the entrance of the clfice, and & third garden
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This is how Mrs. Adelf Mechner of the Poppy Garden Club sees the
* Brooklyn Museum...a portrait in glazed white statuary, glistening crystal
and Anthurium flowers. .
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the bigeest one, measuring about 20 feet on each side, with &

very big magnolia tree and an orange tree of a speciel kind,

and beautiful plants, of vi:ick Hedy took care, &lsc rose bushes

[

and big oyrocanter bush., I had planted three meple trees in

m

the st
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eet, at the ecge of the sicewalk, two on Rogers avenue
and one on 3Sullivan Place, shortly after;we nad movec in, The
one on Sullivan Place we lost in a storm, obut the other two de-
veloped into enormous trees in the course of over 20 yesrs, znd
the Mggnolia tree, which I had planted as & small tree next to
the garage, had become a very big tree, a pleasure to lock at
vhen it was blooming early in spring, .

Hedy had become & mempber of two garden clubs sné knev much
about garcening, vas for & fev vears aglso president of one of

the garden clubs, I hac a man for cutting the grass, for trimm-
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ng of the hadge, anc for cleaning of the sidewsalk, vhich was
:tion of the ofiice was
very goouc, since there weas a subvay station, one block away, and
& bus line on Empire zoulevarc, wit:. a stop at Rogers averue,
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hglf & block avey. My practice grev very fust and my 3panisk,
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eople movecd in, coming down from the Bedforc-Stuyvesant
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yonc EHestern Perikvey, vhich caused many people to

sell their houses ‘and move awzy. HMore
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two interesting cases, strictly medicel, which show more then
anvthing else, what my activities were in mecicine,

Toward the end of the year 1651, David

h

sick, Fis disease started vith mild fever, but he felt other-

wise well, I examinecd his blood, cid repeatec white cell counts
myself almost cdeily, but there was only &, slight increase in
the number of white cells, One day he told me thsat he hed =
little blood in the urine, just & fev drops, but wken I exa-
mined his urine, there vas no.blood. I sent him immecisately
for an X-ray examination of the kidneys, a so-calle¢ intravenous
oyelogreaphy, vhich means that a certzin dye WS injected into

a vein of his arm, &nd thaet caused a sharper outline of the
kidneys and kicney pelvis, The result was negative, except

hat it showed that the left kicney was slightly lower then

the rig:t one, I went to pick up the X-ray pictures from the
redioclogist and lookec gt them in ry office on the screen, I

saw & slight protuberance on the left kidney, and I went with

the films to Manhattan to my friend Dr. keiser, whor I had
¥nown from Vienna, who was &n excellent urologist. He con-

the left kicnev, and recommended
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rent dositions, to te made by him., David anc Selma agreeé and

went to Dr, weiser, The result of his examinstion vas tnat

end that en operastion vus ne essary, 1he Freudenthsls consult-
eC another urclogist, chief of urology in the Mount 3inai Hos-
>itel, Dr, 3wick, who alsc confirmes the diagnosis, d the
reucenthals agreed that Ir. keiser should o the ooeration in
the Migericordia Hosuitzl, whie s -af thet Tii or t Béir
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‘Street, Dr. Swick came to watch the cperation, It was done

in Januarv of 1952, When the kiéney was out and cut into twvo
halves, it showed =& round tumor of the size of a cherry, deep
inside the kidney ané near the kidney pelvis, Dr, Wwelser did

£

an esoecially fine job, going in deep and removing &ll the fat
which alvays surrounds the kidney, going close to the large
blood vessels, ti.e aorta and vena cava, to make sure that he
would thereby eliminate gll lymphe noces, which may already
contain cancer tissue, The diagnosis was, of course, cancer of
the kidnev, a so-called hvoernephroma, The result of tre ope-
ration was excellent, and David livec another:&Z vears. Through
all these vears, I was taking care ol him,

They had great corifidence in me in general and perhsps

especially on account of sometring that had happened 3 years

That veas & 2o0lish vwoman, wno nad been with them for zaoout 30

tne femily, One cay,

fauline got severe gbdominal pains, They lived then on 3& Ful-
ler Place in krooklyn, Trey callec re and I found her with a

d have been an acute eppoerdicitis,
perhaps a perforated apoendix, but dus to the severe tenderness
it was im ivle t ske g definite diagcnosi t 18 £
1T was 1Impossible to meke g églfiinite diagnosis, It could, of

course, also have been the right ovary, vhich causec the trou-
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the patient and examined her. I was near the bed - he did
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know that I was & doctcr, since there was no opportunity fo

-3

anybody to introcduce me to him - and I hezrc him say zt the

" He came then

enc: "Don't worry, I am not gcing to cut you up.
out and spoke to Selma ané Davié and told them the same thing,
that he was not going to'operate, but wiil treat her with Peni-
cillin. I was then introduced to him, and I could see in his
expression that the situation was unpleasant fer him, He knew
whatthe had done. "his was & case of an acute abdomen that
shoul” have been operated on immediately. I could not sazy any-
thing, as it would have been embarrassing for;him. 30, ve went
nome, The next day I visitec¢ her, The fever and pzin continu-
ed., 5 davs later, she was on the'operating table, I was there,
While she was being

orepared, and the .surgeons washing their

& Iy

hends, sre was already under anesthnesia, 3he was tien cathe-

terizec, which is being cdone routinely before operations, but

to have ssen such a thing before. No wonder what the surgeon
found, vhen he ogsnec the zbcomen: £n enormous amount of gray-
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bursted & few minutes before under
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insicde, still contained by a firm sec, Pauline was relatively
voung then, and coulc have been glive today, if the surgeon
had opesratec on her, when I had sent her to the hospitsal,

Even then, when she was operated on, 5 days later, it may still
hsve been in time. But the cyst wes bursted and everytiing wes
lost., The tumor particles were spread all over in the abdomen,
and a cleaning vas impossible, They removed the bursted ssac
and closed the abdomen, and she recuperated graduslly. We knew
that she was doomed and saw her deteriorate., There was much

suffering, and she had to be at the end in the Kings County Hos-

U

itel for over a year. The Freudenthals visited her daily, vere
gecod to her like to a relative, She died in 1951, more than
tvo years after the operation. A s&d case of poor judgement by

the docter, and in addition to it & mishap, enéing tne life of

e patient.



