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C H A P T E R 23 

From t • at MOMe:it or. the \.:hol e :5 n !" co.r. :'reya. -

rations started for the errival of the Germlin :roops, and it 

took crly one day and they l\ere i n Vienna . There app es.!"ed 

w!th in ones . 

S. - men !n ·::rO'hll u::iforn s E:?".d i;. ule.ck ur.iforrr:s T::b.rched 

th!"oi.;gh the s tree:s th music banes . and enormous numbers of 

apolaud i:l- and shouting or.:cokers r:::.ed the The (9 
entht:.s ias .. -: c n:i l 1a,;:.., :. ·.i :!. A :-1r. e "'El s grea t . t eo :-"' l e 
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Of course, great many were unhappy and stayed at home. !:ut the 

others in m&jority art went out and showed exci -

and happiness. 

The great GerJTian novislist Carl Zuckmayer has ,,;ri tten suer. 

a coed description of what happened ir. these days in 

that : am tenpted to bring here a !'ew parts of the't beck, wl:ose 

title is: "Als waers e in Stueck van m:r" and the English title : 

"A piece of myself", and I am (iUOting from the English .version 

of that book : 

"That night hell oroke loose. The underworld opened its 

gates and vomited forth the f:lth iest, mos 

demons it contained. The city transformed into & nightnare 

HiPronymus bos ch; and devils seemed to have 

cra·..;l e d out o!: se..,:e:-s and 'I'he air \.: as fil l ed i.:i th an 

incessant sc:-eecI'. i ng , ho r r i ol e, cries fr om 

t!'le th r oat s rr.e:l c..nd " err.en v:!-.::> cont :::ued dR: ... 

ni ght. f aces Ye r e rep! ec ed oy ccntorted 

masks; s ome of fe ar, of some 

triumph . In t he of my : ir e I had se en of 

tre.rr.mcled I'.uman instinc t s, !Orror or panic. I h ad 

part i n s bs.ttl es i n the Firs t had experi enced 

barra gc r , t;oing ov er : he I r.s.d wi t Pes s ed t !.e t t;rm-

oil of t ::.e 9o!lt"1s..r e ra, the c r :.:.shing upris:'..nss , s t ree t o&. t -

me eting-hall bravl s . I ernong the 

dur i ng the Hitler Puts ch of 1123 M·.:.nich. 

per iod of .·azi r ule i :n 3erl in . ::-io:- e of this v·as cornpa:-ab1..c 

to those dayc: i:1 i e:me . \'.!-1a t ··as un:.eHshed upon Vienna ha.d 

no r-h_' r.g t:o a·o s ei .. "'- ..... ... ""0'-"" ... 'n r.e,..,m'-'n"· •-·h; c\.. "" '"O • -- - - - ... - - -l. - _, .I. -- .. - • ... • "' • "' •' , "". ... • :'. -

,. e ec ed ir · e?" thn · s of 1 ege.: t:· v.·os met by ps.:-ts of 
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?Opulation with alienation, scepticisr, or an unsuspecting antina-

tionalistic tdealisrn. was unleashed upon Vienna was a tor-

rent of envy, blind, malignar.t craving 

revenge . All better inst:r.cts were silenced. Prob£bly re -

volution always be horrible; cut the horror mar be 

understood, assimilated, it has sprung from genuine need, 

is conceiveQ out of conviction and true intelligence , if what has 

brought matters to ooilinb ?Cint is a true fl81"le . 

only the torpid masses had been unchained , Their blind 

and hatred directed against . everything that 

nature or intelligence had It was sabbath of 

the All that makes for t:uian dignity ouried •. .• 

• . . . ":hat evening v:e took a cab through the c 1 ty, for Y:e 

'v'ere planning to Meet in an ape.rt'!"lent \.\1th others in the same 

predicament discuss the HorcL li man o: ner-

ous teJl"if)e::'arnent anyhow, and today : • .:.s whole · oay \..es sn&.king 

and he cons antly repressi;.g tears. It no pleasure t o 

rice Vienna in a cab tris streets 

so jarined y,·f th shouting &.nd gesticulating crm:ds ths.:, i.e could 

scarcely move . In the square r.ea.r the Oi)era v.:e became stuck 

in t'!'le r.io::. . Tough 1 outs, typicfll row di es , _.:>res s ed Rga.:ns t t.he 

cab and stared banefully inside . Already tne.y sus -

every cab of containing a fugit.ive a 'bloodsucker . 1 

a cab - must be Get 'em out - beat 'em up . • 

While r.y f:riend almost threw t;_? fror.. sheer terror, I :-olled 
.. c ""'· .. - wi:ico\.· . T, rt:.s t my e. r rn st f.: .... ly through it al-

into tI'.e men's anr that souPaec 

like on 

I hac al!'eacy reE:.l:. :ec th1::. t t!.is was the onl ,,. eff E:;c-
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tive feint . And so we finally reached the 'Ihere 

e woeful group had gathered, aJ::ost all of them people 

tne hour had the of their lives 

knocked out from under them . Hm· in exile, ht:.ve I \·Jit -

such sce,es : broodirg , despairing people to -

pPther by an evil and sitting like of a shipwreck 

OP a sinkine vessel or a reef . Oedon von Hor·a t h there , 

es as Franz 'iheodor Czokor and our Friend Jo -

seph . had come also ; althougn he 

vas not directly threatened, he felt he oelonged with 

us . Very soon e. kine 0!' gallN"S !:·mor ca.r.ie to tbe :fore . 

Yere concerned tre question o:' our lives, hut be-

ing together for the time this way we felt ooliged to 

rise above t!-.e situation a modicum cf r:it . .hen ,,.;e pa:-t -

ea, ,.e all felt t.hat it v:&s !'or ever , al:. the 

frie:ics v.:ho r:et that evening would see each otr er r: --a.:.n l&.ter 

on . 

Seve:'al cf r.y friends that sume night. They 

, ;ere he "·is er ones, for the frontiers v.·t3re not e:'fec ti vely 

clos cd f o:- s eve,...a.l days . I did not war.t to go . Perhaps I 

ll·as f.1..lfferi::-ig frorn 8. k:.nd of o"' or snarr1e -

reactions may Hell be a fo""'JTJ of nervous shock . In any 

case . ! t01d r.y that I d_d intenc to bo aoroaa. 

'I'm not gettinG :r.to any refugee train,' I I talkec 

the I h&d a ri& t to nat!ve land, I 

I repressed the 

: r.ac done, MY s peech f\gainst Goeooels ana rr.y 

in :he Iron t:he to the 

I an· th at voulc ·us 1fy "' "" ' . 
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ion. Yet,oy then , justice hac vanished from Gerrno.ny and perse-

cution was raging blindly, bE:-"'ba!'ously, though under the cloak 

of 1 orcer and discipline' . "fr:ere was no Sdfe'ty in having done 

a.gains t t!ie tyrants; one's crime \.:es in not .r.&ving 

joinec up with them . Quite c.side f:-om political or rlicial 

principles, anyone Was liable to pe:-secution . For the moment 

they tiecided you "'ere ciff you \.·ere an outlaw - ch 

rne ant being exposed to a kind of annihilation far e than 

death . The fear by dictatorships _keep their subjects 

in by no means the ceath . h person oppo -

ses the revolutiona::-ies i!" a :ime of up!.ea,:al must count of 

being killed, and to my mind :hat is not worse that can 

happen if you feel that all tuman decency and dignity is go-

ing to the dogs all around y:::J. . 3'..lt o oe shattered physi -

cally to oe crushed. 

oy hUMiliation and sti_l have to go on living 

as a slave, identity, to continuing life 

in most painful and 1.ope:.ess :'o!":Tl , l:i ti. :no end in view 

and no prospect of rescue, to die at last more 

han an animal in the s laugh: erho:.!s e - tha 't \. .s tr.e :-ea3. hor-

ror that avaited llS under tl:e new !'egirne. : mention e.11 tr.is 

those tave not exper!enced those times or else - and 

this, too, see:"!s to ha;>pen - ::c longer rerriernber what it v:as 

like. Whs.i: it; \..as like st::-;nssed 't .e lir:i t of imagina'tion 

for the id1Rbitents o f other at the time, especial -

ly the v.est e rn democracies . .-.i: tr.is r:oment. o:' cor.:'us i or: it 

elso surpassed the lirr.its gination, I 

knew enou ebou t it •... 11 

I chose these lines o!' cook, bccnus e alnos t 
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all of that what he said applied also to me . I was in exact -

ly t: e same as he , but the difference was that he 

could _eave - anc a days later - and ! could not , 

as I hac a family and could :-_:)t simply run away , Re r.ac no 

children and his wife was f ollm:ed h i m later. 

1..arhen the German t r oo;>s a:-rived the next day , enor mous 

filled the streets , gr owing hour to hour , shout-

ing and singing . I t was a pictur'3 never seen oefore i n Vienna . 

But t he anxiety and unhap)iness of t he paople grew . 

Vienna, a city of 2 Million had a com-

munity . Austric. about 200. 000 Jm s . 

knew v.hat :rad ha:1'">ened to the Jev:s in Germany, since the Naz.is 

hac taken over in 1933 . \e that they gracually h&a lost 

their positions , posses1ions by and their 

rights and freedom . We k.'"!ev· o!' co!'1c ti on carr.ps, of kill-

and no end t: stor_es. 

It did not take all these in 

Vienna. There arrests :e!'t and of 

ant people in high positions . ricn ,:)eople, but soon 

also of others . People who :ookcd Jewish arrested 

the streets anc were neve:- at;ain . One of ti.e first things 

that happened was that people were taken out of the houses 

with pales of and o:-us:.Qs, orcered to scrape 

the red paint en the These were "the e.nti - Nazi 

!3loga:1s, Y.:hich pair':ed ·•:.th large let-:ers oefore the 

Gemans came . It r:as hard t a remove the pairit . They broug.'1-it 

only Je;\..·s to do thst \·'o rk, ··ery old ,?eople and wc..:-nen, 

and they had t o kneel do,.·r. e.:-.'5. sc rape the paint off ... .-1th 

lit "'..e l.i:ni ves a!"ld too th-b::--u:::-. .:.s , v:hil e of :Jeople 



WIRTSCHAFTLICHE ORGANISATION DER AR.ZTE WIENS 
TEL. R-25-5-65 WIEN, L, WEIHBURGGASSE JO/J2 TEL. R-25-5-65 

• z. a .-- am . 12. Ap:ril 1938_. -
t .... 

--

\ 

Ueber f.eisung amtlichen Stelle tiird 

angeordnet, dass der !rztlicbe Dienst ungestort we1ter 

zu versehen 1st und daher Ae:-zte in der AusUbung ihrer 

Praxis ( e.uch nicht zur Nachtzeit ) durch Beranziehung 
zur Putzachararbeit etc. n 1 c h t b e h 1 n d e r t 

we:den dilr:'en. 

u: ssbrauch geahndet J 

F'' - ko-...,-4 1 - L _ -;v .... scne 
c.er _1i i:-tschattlichen 

Aerzte : 
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stood around, l aughing and 

They also crune to our to t ake me, youpg f el-

loi.·s in blacl· uniforms, aoout 18 yeli.rs old, and askeci 

me to go t hem. I I told them th&t as a for-

mer "Frontkaempfer", whi.ch r:ee:i.ns one i,.ho had fought in the 

? irst ·orld \:ar for Austria, on the side of Germany, I was 

e?Cempted froJ'll that kind of wo:?'k . Also that it Wb.S proclaimed 

over the radio that doctors should not be called for such 

work. They said that they had not he&rd of i t and I asked 

t o call up t heir commanco to f ind out about it s..nd offer-

e d the looked in the telephone 

but could net the number, and finally they £8Ve up and 

l eft. That was a hard momer.: for me and my people. 

In the meantime, the in the city rose f rom 

hour to r. ')U!', from day to da:;- . Near o•.ir house was a l&.!"ge 

::-ai l \..'ay s tAt ion, +:.he .\o!'dv:es! not in t.:.se fo r years, 

and the large trair. area has converted into en enormous 

for 5&therings, decbrat:5 rec and olbck fl ags 

swastikas. On the second or day af ter the of 

the troops, ? ieldmarschall visited ond the 

for his arrival enormous . More fl&gs , l &r-

ger ones, end mas ses of people in thP- streets. He 

passed through the street, \:e lived, s tending in an 

ooen ca.r, to the Norcl:es toa.r-·-:of , where h e spoke to the mas -

them to the the progre s s , tell inr-

them that everyoocy oe £:ceptec . About the he said : 

"Si e mu es sen 11
, r : e;r..s th&t they have t o leeve . 

Two cays late!' 

Goebb els age.in ric:ng :r.. an car our 
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street to the to speak to the masses. h!ld 

t!'len Hitler came. The flags h&d to t>e larger and tr.ey dug 

deep holes in the side\t:alks and erected enormous beBJTis , the 

kind of "'hich we had never seen oefore. The day before, le&f-

lets were stre1J:i in the s which said: "Hitler al1 ve to 

Vienna, back dead to Berlin". They must have been afraid now, 

they put police with machine guns on the roofs of every 

house along the route. Jews were not allowed to lock .out of 

the windows and we had to admit to all our windows people , 

"'ere needed to apple.ud, and we had to stay in the oth er rooms, 

which had no front vindo ....... s. Tc an attentat the route 

after the meetl ng and Hitler left with his entour-

age through streets. 

We sitting near the radio hours , tryins to :ind 

out how the \.Orld, how the cig re&cted to the 

_n There ,,,.ere many i·:!'lo expected tht::. t there would be 

\.:ar and the. t our troutl es \t:oul d soon bs ever . Many thought 

that the "'hole thing "'ould be over ir. & fel-: that the 

Kazis vould have difficulties to reign in Austria . peo-

plt:. could leave right in the beginning and v1ere able to escape 

to Italy or tzerland. But soon the borders of Austric. \-.ere 

tightly closed and nobody could leave anynore . did not hear 

on the radio the ne\\s we expectec. The so-cc.lled oig po\t.ers 

did not do anything . v:e foreign n ev spapers from 3wi tzer-

l a nd e.nd France, arucious to read \.:hat "'ELS going on in the 

i.:o!'ld. ·\·e found out that not!:i:ig was done , that the oig pow.. -

ers hud w-itten off AustriR . More e.nd nore oad news Hrrived 

daily, about arrests , ebout of stores to 

Jews, Y:h:!.ch l 1 C could see across tl:e street .!'ron ct:.r '"-'i:lco"'s, 
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about siliiple confi scatio:is of large and 

snall busine!:ses by people •,ho · .. :ere before employees. 
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Then started deporta t:on s to cor..centra t.ion ca.reps in mass 

The brother of one of our friends, D!-. Linden-

feld, ar rested in the street and de9orted to Dkchau . 

Two days later, the family received a note that he had died 

and that an urn with his could be picked up in J.1unicb . 

The father of that young man refused to go there . Such sto-

ries reached us duily and people decided to leave 

th,,. country. .1a.ny lef ill'9gally without or any 

documents. Some r:e!'e successful in crossing the border into 

rrance or 3elgium. But m&r.y \o·ere ce.ug!-.t and sent oack . Som-3 

were sent b ack Switzerland, even after having reached 

Zuerich or any other city . consulates of all the coun-

tries in the r:orld refused to giYe v:s a.s t o J e-ws . I t sou:ids 

i n : ·"ed:!. ble, . but t :').E.:. t r:a s tr.e s i t ua ti on a t that t i me. vne 

had to have a passport in t he firs t pl ace and to get one w&s 

enoI'T'lously difficult. There were l ong lines at t h e passport 

offices. One had to get first a paper t h&t he d:c not or:e 

P.ny taJCes to the government , se?srate one did 

owe ar.y taxes for a <iog . Tr.a t alone took r·eeks,. and 

with a one had to s tand in line a t the consul&te. 

For the U. S . A. one to have an affidavit. and peopl e 

had to get up a t 3 or o •c :.oc k :..n i:he morning, to n ave a 

chance t o ge t into the There that 

one could have been by the Nazis standing i n 

line, Vise.s for 3r:itzerlert , ? r a:-ice, Engl Ei nd , ;jelgiurr:, Hol -

land almos t One to have 

s omeoody in t hese pourt r !es \ho c oul d 
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ARBEITER-KRANKENVERSICHERUNGSKASSE WIEN 

FERNSPRECHER U-21-5-60 SERIE I., WIPPLINGERSTRASSE 28 FERNSPRECHER U-21·5-60 SERIE 

27 . Juli 1938. 
WIEN,__ ·-···--·---. Be1 Zu1ttirrften unbed1ngt anfOhren. 

Herrn 

nr. ll e c h n e r 

Wien. 
------------

Unter Bezugnab.me euf die I:undnachung des Herrn Reichs-
stat tbal ters vom 4. Juni 1938, betreffend die Ueuordnung dee 

"' Berufsbearetentums, GBl. Nr. 160, werden Sie hie-
mit in Kenntnis gesetzt, daa Grund der Entscheidung dee Unter-
suchungsausschusses Ihre als Sprengel(Faoe)arzt unserer 
Kasse I!lit 31. ; u 1 i 1938 durch fristlose Entlassung gemaB § 8 
dieser Verordnung beendet wird, da auf Sie die Voraussetzungen des 
§ 3 der zitierten Kundmacnung zutreffen. 

Durch diese fristlose En.tlassung entfallt jede weitere 
Entschadigung . 

Vorstehende ist gemaS § 12, Abs.5 der obzitier-
ten endgtiltig; der Bundesgerichtshof oder die ordentli-
chon Gerichte konnen nicht angerufen \'1erden. 

Die von Ihnen eingezahlten Pensionsfondsbeitrage werden ge-
maB § 43, Abs . I, der Bezugsordnung zurilckerstattet. 

Eingeschrieben. 
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Translation of the letter on page: 

The leader of the h sicians for Deutschoesterreich 
Vt-e-nna I. Weihbur 

To 

Dr. med. Mechner Adolf 

W i e n II. 
Taborstrasse 64 

Since there will be within a short time a dismissal of 

Jewish physicians from the sick- fund practice, I want to 

offer each one a chance to give up their office rooms, equip-

ffient, and instruments at a price to be by experts 

chosen by me. Your practice shall be taken over immediately. 

I am expecting your offer till May 28th. 

The of the physicians of 
this country 

Dr . K&.uf fmann. 

P.S . The answer is to be directed to the 

National Socialist physicians league, G&u 

Vienna, (I. Weihburggasse 10/12). 
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took months. 

It was that would have to leave also. I was 

sitting E.t night at the typewriter and 'r:rote to friends in 

Australia ar,C. to Dr . Hansi HilkOl-'icz in Ne\.· York. In Austra-

lia I .knew a man, whom I had r.et in Vienna, &.nd he was 

also my patient for a 11 ttle while. His n&.m9 was Mr. Star . 

I got from him very soon an answer tnat he was willing to 

£et a certificate for us. B•.l"; I found out that I could not 

wo!'k there as a that I would have to stucy about 3 

years at a ·University and then take So, I 

up on that . From the U.S. I got soon a promise from 

Hansi, and there C8.llle soon afterwa!'ds an excellent affidavit . 

I took the rffidavit to the AmericEn consulate, and got soon 

an a consul. Ee asked rne many questions 

and ·-:hen I told hin that I "'as bor:: in Czernowi t z, which 

,.-as then in he tole me thet I had very poor chc.n-

ces to get a visa. I had rot aoout quotE 

r;ys teM, had not knov.n that naving been born in Rurnar:.ia , I 

wo11ld have wait a. !'ey..· ye!;i.rS to get the visa. 

the could get it, but I. 

t.: • • .• ecy o.na 

We were ir. a terrible dilemna. It ¥;BB ha:-d enough to 

decide that we should leave the country, leave everything 

I had a flourishing for over nine yea!'s. 

My \..aiting roorn filled \·:1th eve!"y day from OT1e 

to five in the afternoon, a.'1d so:-:e days, when I counted ... .. ne 
there were 60 and even 75 patients, including 

house calls. \.e had a beau':iful hcne . To give up &.11 that 

ve.s a hli!"d decision . n-:::: t::'Z::re -..·e:--e the relatives, our be-

pnt nts And the v !':o::::. \o:e ,,:o'..llc have :o leave 
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behind . Of course they wanted us to go, to be safe, no 

ter where, and bes!.des us there \·:ere Lj ss. and Erich, \>:ho had 

to be Lisa could get a visa for France, which our 

cousins Suzanne and Raymond could procure. She left in 

I will never forget the scene, when she left by taxi, and 

he!' parents stood and looked, ooth terribly excited, as if 

they knew that they will never see her again. How Erich got 

out· of the country, a long and fascinating story, will be 

told later by Lisl. But t-:e \>:ere in a difficult situation and 

had no ?lac e where to BO. I had a friend, a Mr . La.ckenoacher, 

who gc: a visa for himself and his wife for Haiti. I thought 

he i-·as lucky . Sere people \..'ent to 11.auritius. 5ome girls 

went as house maids to but in general P.Very country 

v·as closed for • 


