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CHAPTER 23

‘. THE CATASTROPHE,

rations started for the errival of the German troops, and it

(]
"

took cnly one day and they were in Vienna, There appeared
eli.windows, enormous ones,
-men in vlack uniforms marched

bands, and enormous numbars of
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0f course, great many were unhappy &and steyed at home. Eut the
others were in the me jority ard went ocut and showeé their exci-
tement and happiness,

The great German novelist Carl Zuckmayer has written such
a good description of what happened in these days in Vienna,
that I am tempted to bring here a few parts of thst beok, whose
title is: "Als waers ein Stueck von mir" and the English title:
"A plece of myself", and I am quoting from the English version
of that book:

"That night hell broke loose, The underworld opened its
getes and vomited forth the lowest, filthiest, most horrible
demons it contained, The city was transformed into & nightmare
painting by Hieronymus Bosch; phantoms and devils seemed to have
crawled out of sewers and swemps, The air was filled with &n
incessant screeching, horrible, piercing, hystericsl cries from
the throats of men and vomen who continueé screaming day ané
night, People's faces vanished, were replaced by contorted
masks; some of fear, some of cunning, some of wild, hate-fillecd
triumph., 1In the course of my life I had seen something of un-
tremmeled human instincts, of rorror or panic, I had taken
part in a dozen battles in the First World war, had experienced
barrages, gassing, going over the top., I had witnessed the turm-
o1l of the nostwar era, the crushing:of uprisings, street batt-
les, mesting-hall bravls, I wes present emong the bystanders
during the Hitler Putsch of 1923 4n Munich, I saw the early
period of Nazi rule in Berlin, But none of this was comparable
to those days in Vienns, What was unlesshed upon Vienne head
nothing to do with the seizure of pover in Germeny, which pro-

ceeCed under the guise of legelity anc wuas met by parts of the
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population'with alienation, scepticisr, or an unsuspecting entina-
tionelistic idealism, What was unleashed upon Vienna wes a tor-
rent of envy, jealousy, bitterness, blind, malignant craving
for revenge, All better instincts were silenced, Probably re-
volution will always be horrible; but the horror may be borns,
understood, assimilated, when it has sprung from genuine need,
is conceived out of conviction end true intelligence, if what has
brought matters to the boiling pcint is a true spiritual fleme,
But here only the torpid masses had been unchained., Their blind
destructiveness and hatred vwere directed against everything that
nature or intelligence had refined, It was witches' ssbbath of
the mob, All that makes for human dignity was buried....
....That evening we took s cab through the city, for we
were planning to meet in an apsrtment with others in the same
predicament and discuss the situation, Horchk was & men of ner-
vous temperament anyhow, and today nis whole body wes shaking
and he was constantly repressing tears, It was no pleasure to
ride through Vienna in a cab &t this time, The streets were
so jammed with shouting and gesticulating crowds that we could
scarcely move, In the square near the opera we became stuck
in the mob, Tough louts, typical rowdies, sressed agalinst the
cab windows, and stared banefully inside, Already they sus-
oected every cab of conteining a fugitive or & 'bloodsucker.’
'Riding a cab - must be Polish Jews, Get 'em out - beat 'em up,'
thile my friend almost threw u> from sheer terror, I rolled
down the window, abrus%ly thrust my arm stiffly through it al-
most into the men's faces, an¢ shouted something that sounded
like 'Hel'tler, putting on the sharp Prussian sccent of sn army

- -

sargeent, I had alreacdy realized that this was the only effec-
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tive feint, And so we finally reasched the apartment. There

e small woeful group had gethered, almost all of them people
vho within the hour had seen the foundation of their lives
knocked out from under them, How often, in exile, hsave I wit-
nessed such scenes: brooding, despairing people blown to-
gether by an evil wind and sitting like victims of a shipwreck
on a sinking vessel or a reef, Oedon von Horvath wes there,
2s well ss Franz Theodor Czokor and our Friend Albrecht Jo=-
seph, Alexender Lernet-Holenia had come alsoj; although he
himself was not directly threatened, he felt he belonged with
us, Very soon & kiné of gallows humor came to the fore, We
vere concerned with tﬁe question of saving our lives, but be-
ing together for the last time this way we felt opliged to
rise above the situation with a modicum of wit, Wkhen we part-
ed, ve gll felt that it was for ever, Yet almost all the
friends who met that evening would see each otrer ggain later
on,

Several cf my friends departed that same night, They
were the wiser ones, for the frontiers were not effectively
closed for several days, I dié nct want to go, Perhaps I
wvas suffering from & kind of psralysis, of cdefiance or shame-
such reactions may well be a form of nervous shock. In any
case, I told my wife that I did not intenc to go aproad.

'I'm not getting into any refugee train,' I said, I talked
the wildest nonsense, I had a rig.t to my native land, I

said I hadn't Yone anything.! (Apparently I repressed the
things I had done, my Berlin speech against Goebbels and my
membership in the Iron Front, the o;gosition‘to the Nazis,)

I hadn't 'committed any crime' that would justify persecut-
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ion, Yet,by then, justice hzd vanished from Germany and perse-
cution vas raging blindly, bsrbarously, though under the cloak
of 'orcer and discipline', There was no safety in having done
nothing sgainst the tyrants; one's crime wes in not raving
joineéd up with them, Quite sside from political or racisal
principles, anyone was liable to persecution, For the moment
they decided you were cdifferent, you were an outlaw - which
meant being exposed to a kind of annihilation far worse than
death, The fear by which dictatorships keep their subjects

in check is by no means the fear of death, A person whc oppo-
ses the revolutionaries in a time of upheaval must count of
being killed, and to hy mind that is not the worse that can
happen if you feel that all humen decency and dignity is go-
ing to the dogs all around you, 3ut to be shattered physi-
cally and spirituslly, to be trampled under, crushed, crippled
oy humiliation and torture, end still have to go on living

as a slave, without identity, condermed to continuing life

in its most painful and hLopeless form, with no end in view

and no prospect of rescue, orly to die at last more miserably
then an animal in the slaughterhouse - that v2s the real hor-
ror that avaited us under the new regime, I mention sll this
for those vho rave not experienced those times or else - and
this, too, seems to hapoen - no longer remember what it was
like, ¥hat it was like surpessed the limit of imsgination
for the inhabitants of other countries at the time, especial-
1y the Vestern democracies, .t this roment of confusion it
elso surpassed the limits of ry ovn imegination, &lthough I
knew enough ebout it,..."

I chose these lines of Zuckmayers book, because almost




1938 262

all of that what he said applied glso to me, I was in exact-
ly tre same situation as he, but the difference was that he
could leave - and he left a few days later - and I could not,
as I haé¢ a family and could not simply run away, Xe had no
children and his wife was sefe, followed him later,

“hen the German troops srrived the next day, enormous
macses filled the streets, growing from hour to hour, shout-
ing and singing. It was g picture never seen ovefore in Vienna,
But the anxiety and unhapsiness of the Jewish paople grew,
Vienna, a city of 2 million pjeople, had & large Jewish com-
munity, Alltogether, Austrie had sbout 200,000 Jevs, We
knew what had hapnened to the Jews in Germany, since the Nazis
had taken over in 1933, Ve imew that they graduslly hsd lost
their positions, their possessions by confiscation, and their
rights and freedom, We knev of concentration camps, of kill-
inrs, and there was no end tc »2rror stories.

It did not take long anc gll these things started in
Vienna, There were arrests left and right, first of import-
ant people in high positions, then of ricn people, but soon
also of others, People who looked Jewish were arrested in
the streets and were never seen again, One of the first things
that happened was that people were taken out of the houses
with peles of water and bruskes, and ordered to scrape off
the red paint on the sidewslzs, These were the anti-Nazi
slogans, which were pairted with large letters before the
Germans came. It was hard to remove the paint., They brought
only Jews to do that work, mcstly very old people and women,
and they had to kneel down &nd scrape the paint off with

little knives and tooth-brusrzss, while grouss of people
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stood around, laughing and stouting,

' They also came to our house to take me, two young fel-
lows in black uniforms, 35-men, about 18 years old, and asked
me to go with them, I resisted, I told them that as a for-
mer "Frontkaempfer", which means one who had fought in the
First wWorld War for Austiria, on the side of Germany, I was
exempted from that kind of work, Also that it was procleaimed
over the radio that doctors should not be called for such
work, They said that they haed not heard of it and I asked
them to call up their commando to find out about it and offer-
ed them the telephone. They looked in the telephone directory,
but could net £ind the number, and finally they gave up and
left, That was a hard moment for me and my people.

In the meantime, the excitement in the city rose from

. hour to hour, from day to day, Near our house wes a large
railway station, the Nordwestoahnhof, not in use for years,
and the lerge train area there¢ was converted into &n enormous
hall for gatherings, decorsted with red and black flags with
swastikas, On the second or third dsy after the arrival of
the troops, Fleldmarschall Goering visited Vienna &nd the
oreparaticns for his errival were enormous, More flsags, lar-
ger ones, and enormous masses of people in the streets. He

passed through the street, whar

44

ve lived, standing in an
oven car, to the Norcwestbah=nof, where he spoke to the mas-
ses, asking them to join the ranks of the progress, telling
them that everybody will be ssceptec, About the Jews he sald:
"Sie muessen 'raus", which reans thet they have to legve,

And he added: "and they will want to leave", Two aeys later

Goebbels came, agein riding in an open car through our
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street to.the Nordwestbahnhof to speak to the masses, 4and
then Hitler came, The flags had to be larger and they dug
deep holes in the sidewalks and erected enormous beams, the
kind of which we had never seen pefore, The day before, leaf-
lets were strewn in the streets, which said: "Hitler alive to
Vienna, back dead to Berlin", They must have been afraid now,
as they put police with machine guns on the roofs of every
house along the route, Jews were not allowed to lock out of
the wirdows and we had to admit to &ll our windows people, who
vere needed to applaud, and we had to stay in the other rooms,
which had no front windows, To prevent an attentat the route
after the meeting was changed and Hitler left with his entour-
age through other streets,

We were sitting near the radio for hours, trying to find
out how the world, how the big powers reucted to the events
in Austria, There were many vho expected that there would be
war and that our troutles would soon be over, Meny thought
that the whole thing would be over in & few months, that the
Nazis would have difficulties to reign in Austria, Many peo-
ole could leave right in the beginning and were atle to esceape
to Italy or Switzerland, But soon the borders of Austris vere
tightly closed and nobody could leave anymore, We did not hesar
on the radio the news we expected, The so-cslled big powers
did not do anything. Ve resad foreign nevspapers from 3witzer-
lend end France, anxious to resd what was going on in the
world, We found out that nothing was done, that the big pow-
ers had written off Austria, More end more bad news arrived
daily, sbout arrests, about pilfering of stores relonging to

Jews, which we could see across the street from cur windows,
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about simple confiscations and taking-over of large and
K. small businecsses by people who were before employees,
Then started deportations to concentration camps in mass
trensports, The brother of one of our fritends, Dr, Linden-
feld, was arrested in the street and deported to Dachsu,
Two days later, the family received a note that he had died
end that an urn with his ashes could be picked up in Munich,
The father of that young men refused to go there, Such sto-
ries reached us daily and many, many people decided to leave
the country., Many left 1llegally without passports or any
documents, Some were successful in crossing the border into
France or Belgium, 2ut many were csught and sent back, Some
were sent back from Switzerland, even after having reached
Zuerich or eny other city, The consulates of all the coun-
. tries in the world refused to give visas to Jews, It sounds
incedible, .but thet was tke situation et that time., OUne
had to have a passport in tre first plauce and to get one wses
enormously difficult, There were long lines at the passport
offices. One had.to get first a paper that he 424 not owe
eny taxes to the government, & sepsrate paper that one did
owe any taxes for owning a dog, That slone took weeks,.and
with a passport one had to stand in line at the consulate,
For the U,S.A., one had to have an affidavit, &nd people
had to get up at 3 or Iy o'clock in the morning, to neve a
chance to get into the consulate, There were chances that
one could have been arresteé by the Nazis while standing in
line, Visas for 3witzerlsné, France, England, Belgium, Hol-
lend were almost impossitle to ootain, One had to have

somebody in these countries vho could intervene tnere, whick
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Bel Zuschriften unbedingt anfihren.
Herrn
DPr., Adolf Mechner,
Wien .,

Unter Bezugnahme euf die Eundmachung des Herrn Reichs-
statthalters vom 4. Juni 1938, betreffend die Neuordnung des
Ssterreichischen Berufsbeamtentums, GBl. Nr. 160, weraen Sie hie-
mit in Kenntnis gesetzt, def auf Grund def Entscheidung des Unter-
suchungsausschusses Ihre Ttigkeit als Sprengel (Ree®)arzt unserer
Kesse mit 31, J u 1l i 1938 durch fristlose Entlassung geméh § 8
dieser Verordnung beendet wird, da euf Sie die Voraussetzungen des

‘ § 3 der zitierten Kundmachung zutreffen.

Durch diese fristlose Entlassung entfédllt jede weitere
Zntschédigung.

Vorstehende Entscheidung ist gem&8 § 12, Abs.5 der obzitier-
ten ZXundmachung endgiiltig; der Bundesgerichtshof oder die ~ordentli-
chen Gerichte k&nnen nicht angerufen werden.

Die von IThnen eingezahlten Pensionsfondsbeitrége werden ge-
méf § 43, Abs.1l, der Bezugsordnung zuriickerstattet.
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Translation of the letter on opposite page:

The leader of the physicians for Deutschoesterreich
Vienna 1. Weihburggasse 16/12. Tel, R-25-5-05,

To
Dr, med, Mechner Adolf
Wien II.
Taborstrasse 6l
Since there will be within a short time a dismissal of
Jewish physicians from the sick-fund practice, I want to
offer each one & chance to give up their office rooms, eguip-
ment, and instruments at a price to be stipuluted by experts
chosen by me, Your practice shall be tasken over immediately,
1 am expecting your offer till Msy 28th.

The leader of the physicians of
this country

Dr, Kauffmann,

P.S. The ansver is to be directed to the
Netional Socialist physicians league, Gau

Vienna, (I, Weihburggasse 10/12),

B
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took months,

It was obvious that we would have to leave also, I was
sitting &t night at the typewriter and wrote to friends in
Australia and to Dr, Hansi Hilkowicz in New York, In Austra-
lia I .knew & man, whom I had once met in Vienna, &nd he was
also my patient for a little while, His name was Mr, Star.
I got from him very soon an answer that he was willing to
get a certificate for us, But I found out thst I coulé not
work there as a doctor, that I would have to stucy about 3
years at aUniversity and then take examinations, So, I guve
up on that, From the U,3, I got socon a promise from cousin
Heansi, and thera came soon afterwards an excellent affidavit,
I took the effidavit to the Americen consulate, and got soon
an gpoointment with & consul, Le asked me many questions
and when I told him that I was born in Czernowitz, which
vas then in Rumania, he told me thet T had very poor chan-
ces to get a visa, I had not Fnown anything sbout the quote
system, had not known that naving been born in Rumania, I
would have to walt a few yeurs to get the vissa, Hecy and
the children could get it, but not I.

We were In a terrible dilemma, It was hard enough to
decide that we should leave the country, leave everything
behind, I had & flourishing practice for over nine years,
My waiting room was rilled with patients every day from one
to five in the afternoon, and sore days, when I counted the
patients, there were 60 and even 75 pstients, including
house cglls, We had & beautiful home, To give up &ll that
vas & hard decision, ArZ there were the reletives, our be-

loved perents and the others, vhom we woulc have to leave
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behind, Of course they wanted us to go, to be safe, no mat-
ter where, and besides us there were Lisa and Erich, who had
to be saved, Lisa could get a visa for France, which our
cousins Suzanne and Raymond could procure, She left in May,
I will never forget the scene, when she left by taxi, and

her parents stood and looked, poth terribly excited, as if
they knew that they will never see her again, How Erich got
out- of the country, a long and fascinating story, wil} be
told later by Lisl, But we were in & difficult situastion and
had no place where to go, I had a friend, a Mr, Lackenbacher,
who got a visa for himself and his wife for Haiti, I thought
he was lucky, 3cr2 people went to Mesuritius, Some girls

went as house maids to England, but in general every country

vas closed for Jews,




