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CHAPTER 29
HEDY'S AND JOHANNA'S ARRIVAL IN HAVANA.

Hedy and Johanna had to take a train-
to Miami and there & boat to ﬁavéna, where they arrived on
October 1st, 1940, Unnecessary to say that I was extremely
hapoy to see them again after 2 years, Johanna c¢id not recog-
nize me, of course, She was 2 years old, when I had left
Vienna, and nov she was l} years old., She was holding on to
her mammy and looked ét me, When Hedy told her that I am her
Papi, she did not seem to believe it, I lived then still in
the same place on the Malecon, and they both moved in into
the same room, which I had trere, It was not too bacd, since
we had the whole floor and the big terrace to move gbout, &and
also the méals there, Anc¢ ve went out for walks in the streets
guite often. Johanna and I became good friends soon; and more,
fell in love with each otkher, In the street, she easily be-
came tirec, and I had to carry her on my arm or on my shoul-
ders éuite a lot,

I will now continue with the cdescription of the war situast-

ion in France. The German troops did not lose.much time.
While still engeaged iﬁ tie part of Northern France, which was
cut off from the rest of France, eliminating English troops,
which were covering the embarcation of the Ekritish ané French

forces, the main German forces streamed into France 311 di-
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rections from an arc between aAbbeville and Sedan, On June lijth

the Germans entered raris, . few davs before, on June 10th,
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Italy declared war .on France anc¢ Great Br
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I have to insert here a story, not told yet, interesting to my
iii children and grandchildren. I hed ip my room on the Malecon in Ha-
vana for a long time s pet, a white mouse, which I kept in & bird
cage, I needed a companion, being alone in my room for two years.
It was a very special mouse, somewhat larger than other white mice
and quite friendly. I éould keep it in my hand and stroke it with
one finger and it seemed to like it, Once it bit me and I punished
it immédiately with a snap with my middle finger against its head

and it never did that again., For food it got seeds and it seemed

to like it, also bread or crackers and pieces of nuts and almonds,
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Unfortunately it got quite fat, 5
X ; E
I let it crawl into my-sleeve and it went up high behind the w.
. + U
coller and I could direct it by pressing sligntly from behind to- -5
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waréds the other sleeve till it re-appeared at the other hand. It ©
52
‘ seemed to like that game and I did it guite often, It was a very £ o
. . ~ @
clean mouse, cleaning itself almost constantly. There was no smell ;ag
£
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from it in the room and it never made any noise, The cage was in £
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the back of my room on top of sz trunk, This little mouse was & good £E
E?"
medicine for me, calming my nerves like a tranquilizer, when I was S &
<
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in cdespair, it
_ N . . . E
Shortly before Hedy and Jchanna arrived in Havana {rom New Yorkﬁ%,
' B0
I got rid of that mouse, thinking that Hedy would not like to have ,ﬂg
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it in our room, It was & wrong move, I thought later, as I thought = Z
. o . : . >
thet Jchanna would have liked to play with that animal, I took it mg
)
Q¢
to the laboratory of Vieta-rPlasencia, where I had worked almost o)
. £
¢aily, experimenting with snake venom, ”
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It was &an interesting spectacle vwhen I put the mouse into &« cag>5
2]
Yo the other mice, vhen thev gl1 came from =11 sides to wdmire mv %
mouse, &almost twice as big &s they were, There seemed to be no end ¢
to it, They surrounded 1t and smelled 1t constantly like a world ~

wonder, When I see how my grandchildren like blg and also little
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Interview with Hecdy.

I was born on November 15th, 1902, a&s the first of tliree

-

children, which my perents had, followec within one year end 1
months by Lisa, who was born on January 3rc, 190l, &and then,
sanother 2% yvears later by Erich, who was born on September 30th,
1906, We had a very happy childnocd, there was love and content-
ment; .I went to public school, a2 short walk from our home, where
I always was &z favorite of the teacher, and I liked school very
much., My first teachers name wes Mrs, Schwanzer, and I think I
¥as a good student, because I got good marks, and I &lso remember
thet she likec¢ the way I kept my school books, my copybooks,
Sometimes she put secretely chocolate into my schoolbag, which

then discovered at home, and since I was really her favorite,
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she invited my sister to come to my class and just sit there and
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n purlic school and my mother

I leazrned swimming at an early
orouc of it, My mother toock gocc care of us, 3She was a very

~ v
beautiful women, rmuch admirec &ndé loved by our very large family,

Ny father was one of 17 brothers and sisters, and there were

many nieces and nephews, and my sarents were sort of a center of
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Pirst World War espacially; they really enjoyed social life
My ricther was a gay person, very friendly, had & great sense of
humor and everybody loved her, end she had visitors gll the time,

I remember thaet all the cousins came and acored her, There was

a great cifference in age betweer ry father anc¢ my mother, sbout

16 years, My father also enjoye

K

company and a pleasant way of

()

life, Ee was a general practitioner, who liked visiting his
patients &t home, was very friendly with them, and they appre-
cisted him very much and loved him,

He had many very clever and somewhat funny utterances, which
mace the round in the [ mily, which showed much wisdom, He was
called "Uncle RBeni". He was & very modest mzn, never & spend-

thrift, and loved his family 1life and his home, and his office

ané his friencs, My mother just the same. She was unusually

We were very good children, we never were nsughty, ané hkd
glso a good reputation as the best brougnt-up children., No pro-

tlems of any kind, After grarmer school, I had to take an ex -
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nation to be admittec gt the zearmtentoechter Lyceum, which was

not easy to get in, but I made it, From then on , I had to travel
by streetcur, leave very early in the morning, which wus cuite &
herdship for me, to get uys so early, It was quite a long trip,

an hour, I think, to that échool. There I learned French and
English, 1In meny subjects I was a good student, but in mathema-
tics I was not so.outstanding, as 1t was my worst subject,. My
geogrephy and histor; teacher, I remember, later owned the hotel

"Zum weissen Rcessel" (white Horse)

e I on the Wolfgang 3ee, as she
rerried the owner of that place., I was also ner favorite student

( Yr vl B3 PO N, £ ; D s S m . ~
Only with mathematics I haé troutle. There was = professor Zeern
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who always'wés picking on me, slthough I tried very hard‘to please
him, but I was not very successful with him, But in English I was
good, The teachers name was Bendo®f, who became later one of the
leading Nazis in Vienna, which surprised me, because she was g
very intelligent and educated person, I went to that lyceum for

8 years, took the last examination, which was called Mstursa,

Lisa went later to the same school, and we travelled together in
the morning and came home together. We hzd a professor there who
became much interested in me ané he encouragec me to take & course
in chemistry which he hed started. So, I stuicdied chemistry,

There was & professor Grafe and s professor Feigl, Lster I stu-
died at the Viemna University chemistry, but as a non-ordinary
student, since I had nct leerned Latin, I tried to make up for
it, but it ¢did1 rot work out, But I studied ényuay at the Univer-
sity for a few years.

I then got a job in Tchechoslovakies as a chemist, where my
cousin, Ernst Goldschmied, was Generaldirektor of one of the big-
gest sugar refineries, I worked there in az laboratory, where I
maCe analyses of sugar, which wes made from beets, also made ana-
lyses of the molasses, I lived with my relatives there, who had
2 wonderful home, a big house, very elegant, 4dolph visited me
there quite often on weekends, and once or twice my mother and
Lisg visited me there too.‘ I vorked curing the summer sugar cam-
paign, which lasted 3 months, for 2 or 3 years,

Eere I interruptec the interview with Hedy to avoid duplicat-

ion, I had written already in detail about our marriage, our home

3 s S 172 : 4+ P . — .
and office in Vienna, in the Tgborstrasse, the birth of Francis
. - - 2 o T o s % 5 i 4 + 2 £ 1y 4 ]
in 1931 and then of Johanna in 1936, the invasion of Austris by
4+ i\ 2 7 3 r ~90Q . - s 2
the Nazis in March of 1538 and in consequence of it the breskine

- L
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up of our bleasant family 1life by the emlgration first of Lisa

in May, then of Erich and Lisl in August of that year, end finally
my emigretion with Francis on September 30th, 1638, what I wanted
Hedy to tell is what happened afterwards, how she continued living
with Johanna after we left.

Here is what she said: It was a very sad moment, when I saw
that T had to send my child away., The situation in Vienna had be-
come mdre and more dangerous for Jewish children, Francis hed bo
leave the school and was put into a Jewish class, Ee could not
play anymore with his friends in the strect; they always offended
him and we saw that it got worse ané worse for a Jewish child,
thzat there was no.way to live and to be educated,

At that time, everybody tried to get away &s Tfust as possible
and whoever could escape and run, did it, Adolph had the wonder-
ful opportunity to go to Cuba, through the help of my uncle Josefl

1

kets for

Q

Feingold, who was already in Paris, who had given him ti

Q

a boat trip, and through the help of my cousin Suzanne, who was
working at the Llliance Israelite, he got 500 dollars landing

roney as & kind of a loan., We had then different options
course, We figuered that it would be wise that Francis get out

of Vienns with Adolph, and that I and Johenna stay on, I thought

that I will get my American immigration visa, since we had s very
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in some way., Mey be 1t was good that I was there; and in the
meantime I started to learn different things, I knew I vill have
to make g living in the United 3tztes, which would help me after
I rive there vith a little child, without money., I learned
seving, I took courses, I learnec baking and msking candies, and
whatever courses were offered, I even tried to become & maid.
Young women were sdmitted as maids in Zngland, but they had to
pass a test and therefore had to learn certain things, That I
did too, I scrubbed the floor, snd washed. I don't remember what
else, I passed the test too, and if I would not have gotten the
Americsn Irmigration visa{ I would nave been gble to leave for
England as a maid with my little girl, Then finally, I had packed
gll my things, and the furniture and everything was put in a 1ift-
van, The Nazis who cid that wers even very nice to me, gllowed

me to take silver aslong, which usually was forbidden to Jews.
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I also remember a little incident, when they were friendly

were suppossd to give up their gpartment, because there was & law
that Jewish people were not al

the

n

treet and had to live in the rear of the buildings, I went
to a very important Nazi, who was a former patient of Adolph and
told him the story that the neigrbors wanted to throw out my pa-
f their gpartment, where rny father had lived alresacy for
40 vears in that sgpartment, when he was & bachelor, before he got

1arried, He gave me a paper on wnich he wrote that Dr, Ziegler
t

. <“he Wazis coulc not understand how
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When our furniture were packed in a liftvan, I moved with

my little girl to my parents and lived together with them, It

vas a very sad situation, as thsare were very strict laws insti-
tuted. When 1t came to food or to get out into the street, eve-
rything was so arranged that the Jews couldn't go on living any-
more., The meat they got was so bad that’ydugwouldn't even give
it to a dog here.

I had to wait for our visa over s year, after adolph had left,
When he got his passport, he als§ got one for me, DBut when the
Nazis saw my passport they said: "My God, you haven't left alresdy?"
I had to appear many times in the Rothschild p«lads, where there
vwas the passport office, and they tole me that they will send me
to Poland if I will not leave soon, They punished me by having

me stand there with the face towards the wall, I had to go to

t' other places to get proof that I cdid not owe any taxes, slso to
e place where they took my picture and fingerpri:ts, like a cri-

minel, The American consulate was not in & hurry to give me the

0
0,
[N

visa; there was a quota system end they made thing fficult,
Many of our friends were ready to go, but the american consulate
found something to delay it, or to deny the visz, Friends of
ours, a Dr, Polletschek and his wife, committed suicide, when

the doctor in the consulate denied them the visa, becsuse he had

a kind of eczema on a foct, which resisted treatments,

'L‘J

inelly, when I went to the American consul with Johanns -
sh as th t + rild vou o 2 ot 3+ o Nl "Aa
ne was the cutest chillcd you cen Imagine, with big blue eyes and

rosy cheeks, blond hair, looking more like & child the Nazzis ador-



305-H

her mouth, would not speak one word, But they just accepted it
and laughed and ioved her, because she was so adorable, 30, we
got the visas, and the consul told me that he will serd the pa-
pers for Francis to the american consul in Paris, so that he
could get his visa there,

The situation had changed in the meantime, The original plan
was that I would pass through Paris and pick up Francis, I had
even tickets for the boat "Normandy" for all of us. But the war
had started on September 3, 1939; end I coulcd not go to France
anymore, and we had to leave from Rotterdam, Holland., Correspond-
ence between Austria and France was also not posgible anymore on, -
account of the war, but indirect contact through Anny Lux in Am-

terdam or Maurice Ziegler was possible, though difficult and in-

[0}

sufficient, and I hoped that Francis had.gotten his visa in France

end would joln us in Rotterdam, Lisa had told me later that the

the consulate and that he had said that Francis needed another
affidavit, and that he could leave later with snother bosat,
After I got the visa for me and Johanna in Vienne, there was
the problem to get the tickets for the boat A very good friend
of mine, Mr, Lazarus, got therm for us under most éifficult cir-
cumstances for the boat "Rotterdam", it was just a miracle, He
was such a wonderful good person that nothing was too much for

.
L1210,
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vet., It was a peaceful, beautiful country, the people so friendly
- 3
c ~E ~7 v S &
enc iovely, Wwe coulan't get over it, we were so impressed, We
!
- £ ) ~ - $ ~ < | |
came Iror a place, vhere ve lived like in hell, in fear all the
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tiﬂe from one hour to anotherg ve didn't know what woulcd happen
to us, what sadistic planslthe Nezis had, &and now ve were in the
most friendly country andé there were preparstions for Christmas
celebrations, Saint Nicholas was there and Johanna get so meany
beautiful gifts, Tney brought us coffee when ve arrived at the
station, My cousins, Max and Annie Lux weréfthere and received
us with open arms, I got invitations to the finest homes and most
exquisite parties and dinners, There was also my cousin Maurice
Ziegler, I remember, in Amsterdem, In Holland there was still
gbundaence and wonderful focd &nd wonderful things to see. My
great disappointment was that Francis did not come. There was no
contact possible with France on accouﬁt of the war and up to the
lest minute, when we left %oiland, I édic¢c not know what had heppen-
ed, This was very sad for me, because he was in great danger there,
t

When ve went cn the boat, 1t was also & grest impression, the

he danger that the boat may hit a mine, which the Germans

hed laid, vhich woulC have killed 11 the people on the bost.

I wes mest of the time seasick and lying

2
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n bed, while my
1ittle girl hed a good time, 3She looked gorgeous, with rosy

cheeks, and ran arcund the boat, z friend of everybody. But I
thought I woulcd not survive, I felt so miserable, My body got

colder and colder snd my hands blue It was & very bad sickness

ant the doctors cidn't do much for me., I wes lying there, very
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grrived in Nev York.

s 1 think, T felt zlrszacy & little better, and got
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ready to get off the boat, where so meny of my ccusins and friends

M

welted for me, Maurice Ziegler and Hansi Hilkecwicz and Dr, Lazarus
anc¢ Dr, Holzer, A4All together, I rememoer, there were G people
waiting for me and they had everything resdy for me, a home and
a job, money they gave me, everything, I must say I glways head
the best of friends,

So, we started 1life in New York, I could work right away,
crochét-ing gloves, But, of course, it was not enough, I also
got from the Council of Jewish Eoﬁen some supcort, I had a little

apartment in Manhattan on West 89th Street near the home of Hansi

Hilkowicz, Maurice had given her money for food for us and we

~went there for mesgls, but only for a very short time, when she

tecld us that she could not give us anything anymore for the emount
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I had thought
that I had understanding and helpful relatives there, but instead
she became very nasty and very hostile and trezted me really bad,
I hac no right to be there. She told me that I had no right
to live in & good neighborhood, things like that,

Johanna got very sick, had a severe tonsillitis, and they

o

thought it was cdiphtheria, but it was not, Life was not easy for

=t

me, Johanna went to a Kindergarten, to which I brought her every
morning and on my way back from vork, I did my shopping and picked
her up. Prices were so low, I remember, that I could buy & chicken
for 60 cents, a whole big chicken, a basket of strawberries for

8 cents, a pound of coffee for - 15 cents, So, I managed,

I had always good friends eground, like Dr
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to me to buyiit for % 5.000. I could have bought it, but there
was no hope thsat Adolph could come. and live there, Ie stayed in
Havana for years and years, Zlse, I could have managed very well.
But he wanted us to go there, to Havena, It was frustrating for
me., I was all the time trying to do something for my parents in
Vienna, find somebody who would give them an affidavit.

Very soon when we arrived in the Unitec States, a Mrs, Ray
Rruell visited us. Her husband, Max Bruell, was a brother of
Sami Bruell, a banker, wvho had arrived in the United States as
g refugee from Vienna shortly after me, His son Paul had arrived
there 2 few months tefore him, To come back to Mrs, Ray Eruell,
she was very friendly towards me, took me and Johanna once out
to the Radio City Music Hall znd invited us to her home in Wwood-

meres, Long Island, Her husband, Max Bruell, liked and respected

my father very much and promised me that he would write &n affi-
davit for him and my mother, I wss very happy about it and count-

ed very much on it, I walted for quite some time, But one dsy,

[

I received a letter from him, in vhich he tola me that he could

take care of his fa-
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mily, It was & terrible blow tome, I ws
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gquite sure that his
wife Ray was the one who had influenced nim, and that he could

not help it and had to retreat from his promise, I had lost valu-
able time, I then tried to fincd octher people, A rabbi from &
synagogue gave me then an affidavit, and I myself wrote one too.
Zut both these afficdavits were rejected by the american consul in

Viennz &s too weak,
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them znd was very worried about them. Just at that time Adolph

-

became very insistent that I leave New York ancd join him in Havana,

g%

~

So, I finally had to g

e in and
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eave with Johsnna for Haveana,
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We left New York by train to Miami, and vent from there by boat

for Havana, arrived the
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on Cctober 1lst, 1S40,
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detr WGy o A s Habana;, - August 26,
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Mz Tas® time I wrate tc yeu thaﬁgf I would send to you messages
by Clipyper, if possible, in ecase there would be something very important
to report, I am using that way now to get contset with you, only because
it looks as if war will break out any moment and then we would be eut

off from eaeh other for a long time, It is naturelly very questionable

. whether this letter wowyld get to you and so it is this time only a trisal,

in which one had the feeling similar to the one polar explorers hed,
who sent messages in bottles, But I do it anyway, we may have luck and
you would have these lines already in 5 days, What I would like to tell
you and what my hesr" told me in the last few duays when I read the news-
paper, is difficult to tell you and you cén“imugine it., My thoughts
are day and night with you and my worries have no end, Everything came
so suddenly, so that we had no time anymore to diseuss everything and
to make the right dseisions, To the worries about you eomes also the
worry sbout Lisa and Franzi, who is in the country and probablxﬂhad to
get in a hurry baek to the elty., 4And from there they probably Rad to
get away and went possibly to the Plateau, in order to leave together
with them, All that worries me terribly, but the'thought that they are
together with Suzanne and the others calms me down, Raymond is pro-
bably not with them and so they will have their own worries too, The
day before yesterday I wrote to Lisa, The letter goes today with the
Masuretania from New York, addressed to Sysanne's bureau,‘Which seems

to me more reliazvle, But you are my main worry, How terrible thut all -
our planes had come to nothing and that that happened just before you
should have gotten your American visa, You could have been already in
France, But one has to ask oneself whether it i1s not better for you:,
and Hannerl to be at home together with the parents, as you would hawe
had to move away from Paris and would have gotten into strange and ur-

favorable situations, And then there are so many other members’ of the

family in the same quandary and together it would be easier to endure

‘ e
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forces invaded Southern France, (n June 15th the French for-

tress of Verdun wes captured, On the Baltic, Russian forces

moved at that time into Estonia, Latvie, and Lithuania, pro-
vinces, which had gained sutcnomy after the Russian revolut-
ion, Now they were swallowed up by Russia again., 4and another
province, Bessarabia, which Russia had lost to Rumania &t that
time also, was taken over by Russia together with the northern
Pért of Bukowina, including the capital Czernowitz, The Russ-
ians demanded it and the Rumanians had to do what they were
told, and on June 28th, Russian.troops occupied thet territory,
My people in Czernowitz had to live now under fhe €Communists,
So, after 211, it was not &s bad &s it seemed, when our house
was sold and torn down, and three apertments sold, 4t least
a small part was rescued in that trensaction, Later, the Com-
" munists would have confiscated everything anywey. The Ruma-
nians lost also, under pressure from Berlin and Rome, & large
area of Transylvania, vhich was tsken over by Hungary. These
reverses caused a politicel overturn in Rumania, General anto-
nescu became premier and King Carol fled from Rumania and was
replaced by his son as Michsel V,

On June 16th, Marshal Henri-shilippe rPetain replaced Peaul
Renaud as head of the French governrent, and asked the Germans
for en armistice, It was signed on June 22nd at Compiegne.

It provicded that the Fre

3
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h forces vere to be disarmed and
that three-fifth of France be surrendered to Germen control,

On June 24th, an armistice vas noncludec¢ between France and

el e 2 Ara PSR SO T 3 L O . e s 4 . .

. relations with the Eritish governrert, after 'the kritish hsad
- 1 T 3 T 1 - C o 3 - 3 1
sunk *rench battleships, which refused surrender, among them
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the Dunkergue (26.000 tons), the Provence (22.000 tons), the
retagne (22,000 ﬁons),ané ean aicraft carrier (10.000 tons).

After the fall of France, the Germans intensifiecd their pom-

£

-bardment of England, by blasting the airports and vitzl in-

dustries with over 1000 German airplanes., The Sritish respon-
ded with heavy raids on Berlin, Duesseldorf, Essen, and other
German cities, England had alreacdy received before large
supplies of war material from the United States, Later 50
American destroyers were transferred to Eritain to combat the
air and submarine menace, Intensified bombing of London was
retaiiated by the British by bombing continental ports, in-
cluding Antwerp, Osteﬁde, Celais, and Dunkergque to frustrate
German invasion preparations, Improving bBritish defense mea-
sures inflicted heavy losses on German éir raiders, 185

vading planes crashing in on

(€]

cday. In & supreme effort at
crushing British industrial resources and demoralizing the
population, the Germans blasted the industrial city of Coven-
try with destructive effect, Thereafter the air attacks bpe-
came more sporadic,

The British had survived the worst of the aerisl

litz-
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krieg, Germen losses in aircraft had been heavy, an off
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estimate placed them 2375 Germsn to 800 British planes destroy-

ed in the period August & to October 31, 14,000 civilians had
been killed in London glone, Eritish losses &t sea had also

been heavy. Germen air attacks on Britain resumed after May

1941 with shattering result on London One home in every five

v
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But the German suomerine blockace remained a grave menace to

ritish supply services throughout 1941 and 19L2,

o8]

The description of the course of the war was necessary
for the understanding of the situation, in which Lisa and
Francis were at that time in France end Hedy's parents in
Austria, Further developments in the Wan will from now on
only be mentioned occasionally, since they &re well known or
can easily be found in history books and, anyway, cdo not be-
long and should not be incluéed in this family biography.

As to Lisa's and Francis' wheresbouts, all we knew for
a long time was that they were in Le Touguet and well., What
we did not know and found out later was tnat they had to move
from there, as they were in cangér of being registered as fo-
reigners and perhgps sent away by the Germans., They had the

‘ good luck to knov a rich man, Mr, Roci, who had two Polish

irls as servants, who were glso in danger, and the next day

o

they all movec in two cars to the ZBernerie, & little village
on the Atlantic coast, where this man had a fev houses &and
where they could live more or less in pezce for & few mont:

Then, one day, there was & similar situation as before, when
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they were in danger and Lise and Francis took off by trein for
Paris, There Lisa was successful in getting the permission
to move to the unoccupied zone of Frznce, vividly described

1

v her in the interview, and they settled in Vichy, wiiere they

encdured & very cold winter anc lived in precarious conditions,

'rancis got there very sick with measles.,
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At goout that time, something very interesting hapoened
‘.‘ f o ppatn P L P : a . .
iln Haveng, A Irlend of mine, Dr, 2Z2esner, met me in the street
and tolc¢ me that he had received & letter from a friend, raul
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Rosegg, from France, in which he asked him, whether he knows
me, who was the brother-in-law of Miss Lisa Ziegler,who is
somevwhere in France, and vhose whereabouts he would like to
find out, Paul Rosegg was my schcocolmate in Czernowitz, about
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26t vears before, but I had only a feint remembrance of him,

Anywey, I wrote to my inlews in Vienna about it, gave them

the address of raul Rosegg, anc since they had Lisa's address
in France, they wrote her about it and gave her Paul's address,
This seemed to have been the ﬁay Lisa coulc get in contect
with Paul, wvho was at that time in Nice, It did not teke

long that Lisa and Francis also moved to Nicgﬁand that they

found Paul there. From then on, we got also in contact with

them in Nice,
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