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Francis recalls that "Leon Erdstein was my piano teacher from 
the time I arrived in the U.S. (February, 1944) until around 1948. 
He had been married to our cousin Marianne who had died of cancer 
a few years before that. He often spoke about what a wonderful 
person she had been and how much he missed her. 

Before the war, in Vienna, Leon had been an acclaimed concert 
pianist and composer. He had studied under Theodor Leschetizky 
(pupil of Carl Czerny who had studied with Beethoven). 
Things I remember about Leon are that he was born in Odessa, 
was a redhead when young, was well versed in German poetry and 
literature, and had a devoted nephew Paul Bruell who had emigrated 
to Boston where he worked as an accountant and was a savant in 
literature and music."


































