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CHAPTER 63

TRIP WITH NANCY TO CALIFORNIA AND MEXICO.

In that same year 1968 we went with Nancy on a big tour,
starting on July 26th with a flight to Reno, Nevada, where I

rented a car, but had then great difficulties to find a room

for the night, as it was a weekend and masses of gamblers had
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rented nearly all the rooms that were available there. But we
finally found one. We went there to a gambling casinc which I
wanted to show to Nancy, but children were not allowed to enter
and she could only stay outside near the door and see how I
handled the machines, saw how I sometimes had a big cup suddenly
filled with nickels, which came out of a machine.

We then went along Lake Tahoe south to the Yosemity Park,
stayed there first in a tent and then for another night in a
cabin, went then to the Sequoia Nationel Park with its enormous
redwood trees, some up to 4O feet in diameter. Coming cut from
there after 2 or 3 days, we traversed California on a difficult
road, saw to our amazement that California had enormous desetrts,
almost uninhabited, where we had difficulties to find a place,
where we could get Coca-Cola and some food, and reached the Pa-
cific coast near San Luis Obispo, where we stayed over night,

We called from there next day Ella Ziegler in 3ante Ynez,
and she asked us to come to visit her. We stayed there in a
small motel for two days, but were all the time togetier with
her, We left then for Los Angeles, where we left the car, and
took there a plane to Mexico City.

We stayed there in the hotel Maria Cristina, which Selma
Freudenthal had recommended to us, made many excursions from
there, first to the Chapultepec Park, then for a whole day to
the pyramids in Tetihuacan and, Nancy and I went there up to the
top, whereas Hedy decided to stay and wait for us after having
gone about half the way up, since it was really strenuous. Up
there on top Nancy and I caught a few very special black swallow-
tail-butterflies. Descending was even more strenuous than go-

ing up.



We went there also to a restaurant, which was in a very big
cave and then back to the city by bus, which todk wus through a
slum section, which Nancy disliked very much. We also went in
Mexico City to a bull fight, called Toro, sat there witnh thou-
sands of people to look how they killed first one, then another
bull, We were so disgusted, especially Nancy, that we left after
the second bull was pulled out, were supposed to see six of them
finished., 2 or 3 days later we had enough of Mexico City and
Nancy especially wanted to swim, We found out that there was
a kind of spa with large swimming pools, San José Purua, and went
there bj bus., It was a beautiful place and we spent there a few
nice days, We finally went to Acapulco for about one week, stay-
ed there in the beautiful Hotel Hilton, where there was a circu-
lar swimming pool, whicl Nancy especially enjoyed, In the cen-
ter was an island where we had our meals., Then BWack to Mexico
City by plane and from there to New York, Nancy came there with
us and, if I remember well, went back alone by plgne to Salt

Lake City.

I have to describe here something interesting about Lauren.
We went about Christmas time for another visit to Salt Lake City,
Lauren, born in May, was then about 6 months old., She was a very
pleasant child, always ready to smile and she had already learnt
to ecrawl on the floor, One day, when I was up early, sitting on
the porch, where I had the beautiful view of Salt Lake City and
the mountains to the left, Lauren came crawling on the floor,
It had snowed at night and the meadow in front of the porch was
covered with snow,

Lauren crawled up to the very big window, and stood up,

holding on to the freme, What she saw outside amazed her and she
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looked for a long time, Everything that was green before, was now
white, It was the first time in her life that she saw snow, She
looked back at me and then again out, She was bewildered; that I

could see, It took a long time till she gave up and accepted the

white meadow as a fact,



With Ella Ziegler in Santa Ynez. Feb.1967




July,1968, Visiting
with Ella Ziegler in
Santa Ynez, Cal.




June 1968, Nancy
with Lauren.,

With Ella Ziegler in Santa
Ynez, Cal. July 1980.

July 1968, With Hella Leinkauf
in Los Angeles.







Laurie and Hedy.

Nov ,1968
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