
1967 

C H A P T E R 6 0 

JOHANNA AND MARVIN MARRIED 

In the year 1967 something great happened: Johanna got 

married. She had met a very nice fellow, a doctor, while 

doing voluntary work in Mount Sinai Hospital. We knew only 
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t he endphase. Before that, it was 

and off again, quite a few times. 

on, then off, then on again, 

The story, dictated by her 

in an interview, is attached to this biography, very interest- -

ing to read. 

What is important is that they both came one day, on May 

23rd, 1967, and J ohanna told me: "Father, I have to tell you 

something'', and I told her 11Wait, I want to sit down" and when 

I had done that, she said: · "We have decided to get married". 

It was, of course, a pleasant surprise for me, although I had 

expected something like that for a while already. Hedy was at 

the Brooklyb Society for Ethical Culture for a Garden Club meet-

ing, and we went there to tell her the news. and she was, of 

course, also extremely happy and so were all her friends, who 

were gathered there. But there was little time for arrange-

ments for the wedding, since Marvin bad to go to Salt Lake City 

in a week or so, to work at a hospital there. We had to rush 

everything for preparation of the wedding and it took place 

exactly one week later on May 30th, 1967, in the Garden City 

Hotel in Long Island. 

It was a beautiful wedding, with fine food and beautiful 

flower decorations. There were over 100 guests, including all 

of our relatives, Marvin' s relatives, many of our friends, 

the doctors from our Physician Club with their wives, Hedy's 
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friends from the Ethical Society and the Garden Club. Nancy 

was the flower girl. There was, of course, music and much danc-

ing. A f ew.day s later, were . on t h e i r _w ay to Sa lt Lake Ci ty 

by c ar, .'a nice honey-moon trip. The rest of the story is de :-

scribed by Johanna in her interview. 

Johanna had, of course, given up her apartment before sne 

left, had left it to a friend of hers, who bought some of the 

furniture from her, and s ome pieces I had to pick up and bring 

them to Brooklyn. 

I want to mention here that Nancy was a very happy child. 

She misged her father in the beginning and when she askea a bout 

him was always told t hat he was working. But that could not go 

on for :cever. One day, when in the car with me, she asked a few 

more questions about him, and I had to tell her the truth. She 

was then already six years old, more or less, and she could not 

be fooled anymore. She cried bitterly and I could not stop the 

car to console her, as we were on the Ea stside highway. It wa s 

a shock for her, but she finally stopped crying. She never s poke 

about him or asked questions anymore. 

A few weeks before Johanna got married again, Martin, h e r 

forme r husband, called up, the first after so many years, 

to tell her that he would like to see Nancy. Johanna answered 

that she would about it and he should call her again. 

When he did that she told him that it would not be good for 

Nancy, too much of excitement for her, and that was it. 

Shortly before that happened, Johanna received a lette r 

which contained a picture of Martin and' two of his daughte rs, 

showing Martin with a very long black beard. The letter was 
"'f' written by Martin's wife , meant for Matin's sister Susan, but 
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in error addressed to Johanna. -She returned it to the sender. 

That is hm·: we found out that Martin had remarried and had one 

daughter (Lauren - 1964) and one son (Andrew - 1966). 

Once Martin had to be contacted again, when Marvin adopted 

Nancy and had to get the approval by Martin. He sigr.ed it and 

added a letter containing good wishes. 

I became a U.S. citizen on May 24th, 1949, Hedy on April 

11th, 1950. One had to be prepared to answer a few questions 

of a judge. I had a little booklet, which I read before with 

data about the history of the U.S. and about the constitution. 

I had as a witness David Freudent hal and we had to wait for 

quite a while, before I was called in. David told me, while 

we were waiting: " When the judge will ask you who the first 

president of 1the U.S. was, tell him that it was Christopher 

Columbus". And I said: "O.K. I vJill tell him that." It so hap-

pened that the judge really asked me that question and I answered 

very fast: "George Washington" and. I was laughing inside and 

af t erwards both I and David had a good laugh. 

Once I used David's joke on my grandson Jordan, v.,h en he 

was 8 or 9:. years old. I told him: 11 Jordan, you know who the 

first president of the U.S. was; Christopher Columbus." 

Jorcan did not laugh but said: "No, the first president wa s a 
an 

trilobite." A trilobite is a sea animal, arthropode, which lived 

billions of years ago and is long extinct. This was a good an-

swer of a knowledgeable youngster, which opened again my eyes 

about him in admiration. 
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