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CHAPTER 38

-’
AN EXCELLENT IDEA.
-t
-
One day, ve read in the newspaper that there was a srort-
ace of doctors in the United States on accout of the war,
That gave me an icdea and I explained 1t to Hedy: I saw a
chance for me and Francis to get visas for the Unitec 3States,
We had to make & drastic step: She end Johanna should return
to New York, should apoly for z hearing in weshington and ex-
- 2lain our situation, I figuered that she would meke a good
impression there and would achleve the result, visas for me
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‘and Francis, Hedy got tears running down from her eyes, but

she saw that I was right and agreed. I had at that time the
money for their voyvage end a little more for the beginning,
£111 she would find a job. She knew therera couple from be-
fore, Michsel and Amelie Rosen, where she could find & place
to stay. And I and Francis found e&lso é‘glace to stay, with
friends, Mr, and Mrs., Zobel, who lived nearby, and ve moved
there into a nice room, For food there was Lisa, also nearby.
So, Hedy and Johanna left - iﬁ was in May, 1943 - tHis time
by »nlane to Miami, where she visited Mrs, Wagner, and from
there by train to New York, -

They got a room in the apartment of the Rosens, who took

them even along for a summer vacation somewhere in the Cats-
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Hedy prepared herself very well for the hearing in
Washington, got advice from & lawyer, Mr, Milton pPariser, Ee
had tolc her to buy government ponds for the war effort, which
she did, slso to do voluntary work for the Red Cross, and she
cid thet too, making gauze bandages for wounded soldiers,
£
.

The cay of the hearing in wWashington came and she took

the train, 3he had & paper prevared oy the lawyer, but she

™
joN

to do much tealking on her own and she cried there too,
She was asked about government bonds and voluntary work for
the Rec¢ Cross too, The result was gs expected: Visas for me
eand Francis, which arrived around Christmas time, and, extre-
mely hepoy, we started right awgy with our preparations for

the trip, vhich was not an essy undertaking, since ve had ac-

1938 till February 19uly, among them two big display oboxes fill-
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e¢ with butterflies and otrer insects For the last tvo davs
N



"he following lj pages show a petition which Hedy had prepared for her
hearing im Washinmgton D,C,, and following these L pages a letter of
the Department of State to the U,S. Embassy in Habama approving the
issuanece of imigrationvvig'as to me and Frameis, A great suceess)

Another dream came true, ', .
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‘in Havana I had hired a taxicab to take me to the many friends
to say "good-bye". In the latoratory Vieta-rlasencia I had left
a large amount of ointment for a long time to come and I tolc
them that I would probably corme cver from the United 3States to
prepare more ointment for them, The formula I did not give
them and they did not ask me for it, siﬁée I had great plans

for Viperin for the United States.

On Garfield Place in Brooklyn
on March 12, 19LL
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December 2, 1939,
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re-entrv

togaether with my Jaughter

At the

Bagket Co., 10 -Tast 23 street, Jew York Clty, and earn $25.00 a w
for part time work. I'uzlsoc 1LEting and erocheting abt home and
garn an addlitional %10 to ¢15 a week. This worl 1s supplied to me

Union Art Croczhet

ly ﬁSOO in savings banks in New Tork 0ity and have already purchas
from my earnings several United itates %“ar Ponds,., My landlord, a
Rosen, takes care of wmy doveohiber Joan vwhille + am aut work and vhen
ls not'at school., Joan 1s gt the pPresent Lime attending a public
I am seprving as & voluntcer worl.ox with ‘Jie American Red Cross at

office in the Acadenmy ol
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United States since ny entry on

country was on Yctober

¢t that the
riine had been

in

mislaid in the office of Immigratlion and Haturalization Bervice
Philadelphia. On Junuary 246, 1 . re. a0 advizsed by letter and
& new re~entry.permit wes 1ssusd.  Hinos June 15, 1943, I have re

glded
York .

ed States

ek

by.

nhave approximate~

ed
lrs.
Joan

school.

medlcul

for

Interneship

position as a
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wizow 0f Vicuana, the outstuading inatitihtion

physleien in the Sanituri:

o

of 1te kind in Auabtyiuw. do peoained In that position for two yours.

3 my haubund oponed an of fice
as & practiolng physiclan and ulnao bBecane & doetor in the Hosisl Securlty
Division., In addition uo hie sctivibies sos a4 pructicing physicisn he
Gadupiéd'hlh &péra time 1o soli=nzifiae rescurche JIn 19385 hs nude en

- Leggovery |

importanb &1ir63pautid dlas T o wae able to prove that wsnake

polson sonabltutes an sacoliont and sucvesasful ramedy for covryza

After oon siﬁaruhlu.inqwstigxnfﬁm rasguprel T wes able %o denonastrate

that she serun sould e cpplied by rubhlus an an unpuent into the skin

- e e, 8 % . r— - o ot B e = . v & i 2 - i
of the arm. This dlsocovery wiz presented to the ediceul Soslety of
ot pe "oy ke & 8 A i X 1 o o a sty o & e QI TS, T % h
Vieninay on June 19, 1935 & 2oo-lu¥n rooort and 1lhs acceptunce by the

Madlesel Fratemnity iz included In a statapsnt proparsd by my hushand

whioh will Mo suhuibted Tarawlih,

-

in 1932, our silunsion Wecane presarious, dus to the devele

meents of the palitical sltvatlion. A% that Liue ny dauchter was two

. o -7 L S A (L N T 3 AU e T Y ' i- P
qeRre ol E;;nd.‘m".}’ 500 Te mr Magtend ool oy son with him &0 Porige
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: ~ P e o o 3N, S el apud 4 sy R s "
953 éﬂ;ptefﬁ‘)@ﬂ' 5(}, e IHE LB & 0P a8ci wLAUh BA SunG in fnyts ilﬂ.d ha

proceeded alone Lo Huveuw, Cuba, whers ho arrived on November 1, 1928,
o ,205@

- . e b b % L o ’ PR PR ;
Om Oetober 1, 10941, ¥rs. Lisa Zleglow, the ‘Bunt, who 1ls

wy alater, and my son, Ioined my bushur
gofitipnonsly resided. On Wovwer-or 14, 1939, T left Vicnne with nmy
daughter with American Imnmlprucion Papors Iscved by the Unlted fStsates
Ganeui in Vienna and on Hovenlayi 203, 1079 sailed for dew York on the
8. 3, Hotterdam.

HMnoe Septenmbex 30, 1923%, my famlly hae boeen ae;grated'

exeept for the poried of

T e d =% Bt VR enmvalz % L¢
I #isi%ed Yavans, Oubas It 12 our

4

hearticat deslre and wish for «ll of ue f2 W reunlited and 0 start

Lowe
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life anew in &nmerics. '"he opporiunity Lo liwve lLogetier uwder one

¢
'

raof as a fundly wnlt sand Lo glve o our ohlldren the advaantages of

having both & mother und a futlur would be the preatest blessing

that he could recsive, -
1t was only dus bto unfortunate circumetuncos that my huse

hand and son 41d not obloin thelr visss in tho past. On November 25,

1911,1 rha Aperican Sonanl 1n Mowvana Inforned wmy busbhand thaet he hsd

réceived favorable instrmigtlons Trom the Ofube Yepurtmeni. Two weake

15%6r the attagk on Pearl Jn;
the isguanse of visna, Imndarvstion sppllioztions were {iled by Mr. Sa-
fatzﬁy le Rabhl Sipon end thes apentlonen did not underetand the meanw
1ng of *ha qohlcea for o loading end w0uh6 40 us in Pavanas In Lhe meane

time nmbadv i%) nna"o” a¥ the roorine wnd Lthwe spplication wes denled.
8 a 20!

Tbﬁre&ftar on my vreburn LD this somnbry, 1 filed the new applicution now

belore this hoard.

oy Hy buabanc Lol s00 are DoLho in excellent health, &nd have

PJ

. w

nQ?ér>suff&red fropm any enntagicus or sarious illoness Hy husband ls
an extremely well oducaiod nmn, having a Plne and excellent cultural
bacﬂgroﬂné, in addition to hle vedicenl traininse My zon hass been

well educated as & youns oy end gives promise of developling into

& fiﬁe upright mun.

meaband would woeleoes the epporbunisy of perving as

a doctor in thls countmfg' e brings with hin meny yeurs of experionce as
& general praciliilionsy of midlelne in wddition to his ubilisles and
diaaoveriﬁﬂ‘in medleal requarah, Io hhas slways boen in symputhy and
sccord with the Democeredic priralples of povernpent. He hes never

had énd doss not heve any sympathy wish the ¥eselat Form of vovcrnw<nu,

and have newver glven su w kind to the HNazieg or Pascistss Uy



275D

hudband was never a mewver of any political group, 4id not belong
to socleties other than medlcal socizties. He never tonok part in
Political organlizations., &e has a4 76 been & 10v31 person and
Iﬁhaﬁé no doubt that he will zive to thls country the loyalty and
apprqciation that the srantin: of a visa to him and to my =on justi-
fies an& deserves.

My husband 1s not complstely without flaanclal resources,
andﬁhas between #1000.00 and 72030,00 in cash at the present time.

This money he earned doing laborstory work at & phnarmaceutical factory,

Vietta Plazinzia, in Havaaa,

of "vieegs to my hushand =aud son, Taowlia~ "ull well thut they will
eventuslly become zood Amerp

by service to this country.




Ar OFFICIAL TIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D- c. . A
Visa Form L-5

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON 25, D. Ce.

In reply refer %o

VD 811.111 liechner, Adolf Decé ber 17. 1943

Mrs. Hedwig lechner,
721 Carroll Street,
Brooklyn, New York.

ladem: -
With reference te your interest 1ln the visa cease
~ - IA~T7 P o
of your husband Adolf Mechner and son Franz Gerhart,
e I heve pleessure in informing you that after further
\ considsrgtion of the case in. the lignt of existing
rezgulations, the Departuent rzs given xexmxmx zdviscory
approvagl Tor the lssuance of immigration visas
To the Americen Embassy at Hebana.
Notification of Thils action has Deen esnt by air mall,
Very truly yours, /z;/’fjf
///‘%‘L/ A 4"{«“
i o
{ " N
[ A
e - 5
T m ~r A~
E. X. Travers
/ Chief, Visa Divis

FGR:VICTORY|




