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CEAPTER 37
THE SAD END.

he:coﬁe.ﬁow to the last letter, written by the parents
on October 10th, 1942, mailed on the same day by registered
mail to Dr, Julius Ziegler in Vienna, who later mailed it to
us in Cuba, He wrote oﬁ the envelcpe: "Farewell letter to the
children,"

First the part writtern btr the mcther:

"My most heartily loved children:

iy We are writing these linss to you in great uncertainty
about our fate and we alsoc dorn't krov whether and when these

_____ ant to assert you thet ve zre
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facing our fate guietly., Wwe are happy - it is paradox - that
You are not here, God had helped me to know that you &re that
far away., I know that all of you will be very happy, because
my whole life was & prayer for vou. The thought of us should
not burden you, We were well off up to the end., Wwe were in
high esteem by eVerzbodv; especlally Pagé; Your pictures and
some things of remembrance are with our iandlady for preservat-
ion for you, and there, where Julius has the adéress, We put
our future destiny in God's hands, It is possible that we will
have to leave tomorrow, on the 11th of October st 5 in the mor-
ning, can also take a fevw more days. - It 1s also possible that
we will still survive and will see each other again! Then our
gladness will still be grester., 30, fare well, my beloved
children, let us always be among you, £ven 1f we are not aslive
anymore, That means, you shoulcd never be sad - I was sO happy
when I saw all of you merry. Love esch other,
Your Mother,"

To that letter father wrote & short addition, consisting

of one long sentence:

S o

£.5, One has to know hov to rip out of ones own heart
ones own suffering like all enguish and vorries sbout oneself
and ones own people, in sympathy vith and in t:e face of, with

human beings necessarily connescted and at certain times still

more increased, often unuttersble grief,

rfape,
These were their lest words
I wrote &ll that with a hesvy :resrt, I vent Tor v eexs
through all their letters, reecing ell of them, taking out the
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went withh them through sll the horrors they had gone through

3 -

till the end, Vhe2'tzey vrote the heart-rending fare-well letter,

As I said already before, during 1942 ve had hardly any di-
rect mall from the parents and as their letters were meiled to
Julius, we did not know that they were in that terrible situat-
ion, These letters, written by them between August and October
1942, we received much later and ve vere unaware of all that
had hapopened to them, We were unaware of Part 3 of that devil-
ish plan, as mentioned before, hatched out by Hitler and his
consorts 1n the Reichschancellery and executed vy adolf Eich-
mann, These 1% vears df waiting in Poland, of reprieve, were
part of that plan, necessary to give these peasts time to build
the gas-chambers and the crematorium in Majdanek near Lublin,
Then, when that was done, they continued the deportation oy
going with special detachments from village to villege to levy
their prey, vhich they did with special cruelty., The people
had to run and those who couldn't were shot,

This 1s not & fairy-tale, I have the proof of it, black

on white, 10 pages of a letter, written in Polish by a man
froﬁ foland, Zbygniew Chorozinski, the son or grundson of our
parents' landlady, who was an eve-witness to all that happened
there, Starting in 1976, this man wrote us many letters, sent
by registered mail, in ?olish, which ve rad translated, and
which we ansverec¢ in Polish, ZEach letter containeé inclusions
like photos of Hecy and Lisa, also Xsrox-copies éf documents
like birth certificates, marrizge certificates, and letters
from the American Consulate in Vienns, etc. ”In these letters
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them when they arrived in the U.S, At that time, Hedy &and Jo-
hanna were already in Cuba, and nov we found out that instead
of mentioning it to us our pearents had written to Marianne
Erdstein in New York, to get in touch with that Dr, Runes and
ask her to procure that information and éend it to the consu-
late, Marianne must have cone that, butlas we found out and
know, this Dr. Runes never reacted nor did she do anything,
although it was obvious that our parents would never had accept-
ed any help from them, Our pérents wrote in their last letters
from Poland that Dr, Runes has them on her conscience, Now

we understood what we never knew before that the relatives of
Dr, Runes had really sent an affidavit and that wgs at soout
the middle of 1940, but it was probably written in such s way
that the American consulate could have had reasons to doubt
their sincereness, and had to ask for detailed explanations,
These vere naver sent, although Msrisnne intervened, It would
have been so easy to save our parents lives, If they only would
have written to us, instead of to Merianne, that there was an

Fal

fidavit and that the consulate had asked for more informat-
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cn, But they kept it as secret from us, didn't want us to

know about it, as th
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ned later, becsuse thev thought
s N g
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¥V expla
that we would, by trying to do something on their behslf, dimi-
nish our efforts to save Lisa andé Frencis, That was in the sum-

mer of 1940, when Lisa end Francis were in the Sernerie on the

:r_‘

tlantic coast, when we had no contact st all with them &nd s

were not in a position to do anything for them, Hedy and Jo-

D

henna arrived in Havena on the 1lst of October 1640, &né had we
knovn anything, we would have made efforts of sall kinds, would

12ve written to Dr, Runes, would hsve tried to get perrmits for
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the parents for Cuba, I mentioned already that I had offered

them that, but they had declined, had said that they will stav

behind till Lisa and Francis are saved, I think I am repeating
here wvhet I had already explained before, ' Of course, they did
not know that they were in such greet danger, at that time, and
when they realized it, in February of 1941, it was too luzte and
still to let us know they sent postcards, which arrived in Ha-
vana at about the 18th of March, when they were already detained.
Repetitions? I can not help it, have to say it again and again,

I am now bringing the sad letter, which the Polish man,
Mr, Zbygniew Chorozinski, wrote us, 10 pages: .

"Dear Mrs, Hedv Mechner: - March 25, 1977

I returned from Lublin today and found your letter. In

spite of the letter having been mailed by "special delivery",

=

it arrived in poor shape, Until now not one letter arrived

without being damaged, They were torn on their way here,
I will contact the main post office aBd ask them to save let-

ters in the future, I doubt tne success of my attempt! I will
enclose the envelope of the letter I received from you, with
t' e stamps on it, Lsately packeges from U.3.a., don't arrive

n Poland,....the press here mentioned it.

bte

(I was) sad about tae death of Dr, Erich Ziegler. What

¢l
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he die from? How long wves he 111? Aany children left?

Thanks for the New Years caré from you,and your sister.
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it tells us & lot! I would love

to keep it forever. If vou don!
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vant me to keep it, I will

1

¢k tc vou, Great changes can be seen in your face
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and your sisters face, fror the vears of vour youth.,..What

ure, no one can avoid his
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destiny. About the dollars you sent to me, I did not receive
them at gll,

I wonder why you &id not confirm the recelpt of the let-
ter, in vhich I wrote to you szbout your parents visit in Kunow!:
Perhaps somebody did not like the details I described in the
letter,

I will now describe the sad visit of Dr, and Mrs, Ziegler
in my town, Kunow is & small town, Before the war, we had
quite & number of Jews here, .During the war, the Germans trans-
ported Jews from Vienna here, most of them older veople, whose
belongings had been taken away from them, Your parents lived
in the house we live in now. The house was m& grandfathers
property, He worked in a factory, and as a carpenter did also
other factory work., Your parents received packages from over-
seas, Your mother useé to sell parts of the contents of the
es, to get food supolies, Jews were punished if they

busin
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ss; they vere often searched, it often happened
that people were killed, They did not find out who did the
killing. The killers were protected and not afraid of killing,
The doors of Jewish apartments vere painted with red paint,
We helped each other with food supolies. They used to sell
items of clothing to get food, We used to buy meet secretely
for your parents and other provisions not too ezsily to be
gotten, Your father was a mar of culture, good brain, ané he
had & good heart, He was patieéent and tolerant and divided his

vossessions, He vas very honest and cevoted, He knew the
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ture of humen beings as « greaet doctor and was always hones
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Grandéfather hed hidden cows, pigs, and chicken, He had
enough bread, milk, potatoes, for zll of us, Your fzther
helped grancfather in his illness, a dgy before Jews from
Kunow, Lagow, Rakow, etc, wers sent away, e knev about it!
We were shocked and knew their sad destiny.

To refuse to move was impossible, The resistance of
Jews was nil - they knew their hopeless lot, Your psarents
were very shocked about their_sad future, - father protested -
of no avail, We wanted to hide your parents, but father would
not consent to such & step, He was afraid., He hoped Jews will
not perish, Mrs, Ziegler refused to be hidderr by herself,

She declared she wished to die with her husband, instead of
leaving him, She was loyal to him till the end. Before leav-
ing, she said she would love to see her children before her
death once more,

4 speciel group of Germans, Ukrainians, and Letvians ar-
rived in Kunow, They planned their asction with precision,

those hated bandits

-

marly in the morning, Jews from areas near Kunow were
gathered in the market place, Kunow Jews were told to be in
the mearket place at a certain hour, The latecomers were shot!
A Viennese Jew was lead in pein - strangulated hernia - by his
wife, They pushed her away from her husband, crying with pain;
they hit him with bayonets, He bled, so they shot him in the
head, The possessions of the Jews were taken away from every-
one, They arranged tne people four in & line., The people

were scared, with a deadly pel
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were not here anymore, they were victims before or worked in
labor cam?s.

We were watching your mother saying good-bye to us snd
to the house she lived in, She was &n intelligent, honest,
and wise person, She left good memorieg! The Ukrainieans, we
heard, beat your father, Those who coulé not march they pu-
nished by beating them, At the station we saw trainloads of
Jews in the waggons, ready to move on! They were thrown in
forcefully and vere being hit with bayonets and fists. 4 Ger-
man would grab an infent, hit it and hit the moﬁher who was
hysterical,

People were packec in waggons without water or light, and
no air, The farmers in the fields heard the screams, coming
from the passing trains, Treins wvere going to Majdsnek or,

who knows, to Treblinka for ¥111ing of the victims by gas,

v

‘ate gave them unnaturzl cesth - Fascists killed and destroy-
ed them., The world powers cculd not prevent these horrors,

Your last letter was in German; I tried to translate it.

|

Write in Germen, but clearly, please. I dream about the cit

(@)

>

you'liVe ir., T wish I could see your city. I dream gbout your
country in which you live now - U.3.a.

For a long time I kept cdocuments of the family that'your
parents left with us, Did you receive my recent letter with
some documents? I have great respect for your family, which
suffered so much during the last wer, I didn't know them all,
Please write to me about ther,

Best wishes (signature).,"
After the var, a court in Kuefembsrg sat in accusgtion of

the most.important criminals, who were caught, but some hsad
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committed suicide, like Hitle», Goebbels, Himmler, and Goering,
Many important ones had escapsd and live somewhere under false
names, mostly in Argentina or Zrazil, and were never found,

like Bormenn, But one very irportsnt and perhaps tre cruellest,
Adolf Eichmann, was found, thanks to 3imon Wiesenthal, who had

<

an office in Vienna and discovered many c¢riminals, no matter
hov far away they lived. Adolf Eichmann wés one: day caught by
special Jewish detectives in argentina, brought to an airport
end from there by sairplane to.Zsrael, an enormous undertaeking
and success that brought protests and denuncistion by the ar-
gentinian government, furious comments by manye other countries,
which called it piracy, on the other hand admiration and favor-
eble comments by other governrents, Acolf Eichmann was brought
before & court in Israel, where witnesses from the whole world,

8lso delegates and observers Zrom the whole world were parti-

cipating and watchring, 4colf Zichmann was there in s glass
cage and had to defend himsel!, Nothing could help and save

him, He weas adjudged as guil:r for committing the most heinous

crimes gnd was f
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as martyrs, innocent victims ¢l abominsble hste and despicable
baseness of men or rather beasts, who were adored by almost &ll
the Germans, who were particizzting wherever possible in great
¢rimes, disregarding love of rumanity and moral doctrines, as-
suming thereby the guilt of treir leaders,
or us, our parenis are not dead, They live on as shining
exerples of all that is gocd i men; and vith them the great
meny other members of ocur farily, who were the victims of the

Germans ané had the ssme fate, ay thev all rest in veace
o) . L .
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4 puge of glory is due to the many relatives in Vienna and
Tchechoslovekia, who were sc helpful to our parents by frequantly
serncing them packages vith food, In the first place wvere Julius
and Antoinette, who vere constiertly in contact with them and sent
lots of things. The parents wrote that they were thelir 'good an-
gels'., 4gein and again they wrote i1t. Frorm Tchechoslovakia they
got very frequently food parcels, frorm the Landlers anc their two
daugkters Grete snd Minnie and the husbands of these two, Kerl leu-
statl and Erwin Feldmann, and from Terry and others, as long es
these relatives were free, Hut that came to an end, when they them-
Selves were deported and sent to extermination Camps, together with
‘their 1ittle ones, There were friends. in Vienna,‘Mr. and drs, welzl,
vho helped also oy sending -puckages with focd and other things like
tloths, handbags, gloves etc., wrich trey coulc sell ané thereby
liginten their riserv, Hugo EHusserl, vhe wes still in Germany and
In cerger ‘tept contact vith “hnem. He ~ater escaped to Switzerland
&nc encec up ir isustralia with tre help ¢f cur EZrich and Lisl, the
sare as halter Zlegler, They 211 des:rvebruise and our thenkfulress,

nntcinette, tre only survivor, hes reascr to be preud cf 11
the gocd things she had cone fon» our poor purenis, the only crc wnc

will pertaps reuad these lires,

‘U

A speclal page of praise 1is cue to our beloved Lisa, who took
care of our Francis in g most admirable way, when he was left in
Paris under her wings., She was like g mother to him, protecting
him in dangerous situations in the wargone us well us from some of
our relatives, who wanted her to give up Prancis, to deliver him
to a kind or orphunuge. She threatened them with committing sui-
cide and only then they gave up, The most heroic step she made,

when she took a train to Paris with Francis and succeeded in

getting a permission to ¢ross the border from the occupied Zone
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of Frunce to the un-occupled zone, the permission given to her by
& Gestapo-Officer, u most daring step under the prevulent circum-
stances, It turned out that this undertaking ssved their lives,
This comes to light by reading the chapter "Reminiscing" on page
632, This 1s one of the great achievements in her 1ife, of which
she can be very proud, but her whole life is filled with many more
great achievements for which song of glory is cue, She is a greut
person and that is why everybody who ever came in contact with herp

loves her,

(More details in interview with Lisa on pages 344-J und K).
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(Brief von Frau Janina Cheroazyhaka. Kunow, Ulico‘iaészawska?';;foj;
Kieleckie, Poland an Erich):
(Uebersetzung aus dem Polnischen)

Dear Dr. &richi

I received your letter today, and as you see, I answer straiglit
avay. I} %11l write you now all you want to know, because your
mother asked me,K always to tell her children all I knov about them,
i.e. your parents. Gverg day she talked about her children and sald,
her only wish was to see her children before she dies.

I am not jewish, ve had three rooms and as you knov perhaps,
the Jews were not allowred to live where they liked, they had to live
in the ghetto. One day I find out that a doctor from Vienna and hig
wife sre living in a house together with many other families. I went
to your mother, and proposed to her to come and live with us. Your
mother came to our house, end sald she liked it, because she wanted
culetness on account of her sick husband. And so has our friendship
started. I helped your parents &s much as I could, because I as a
Polish wowan could go out more then the Jews, and get more things.

Your mother liked me= very much, and she always said that when
the war will be over, she will teke me over to her children. I helpd
your mother to get food, end alsc for her friends. The Germans found
out that I helped Jews, and they wanled to kill =e one day, and I
was that scared of the Germans that I got yellov marks on ay fgce,
and I still have them, and can't get rid of thenm.

Your mother gave me all her laportant papers and yhotos to
look after. I still have them, znd will senc them to you one day.

I have your photo then you vere zingle., I still,have your fathers
diploma, your father was alvays very sick. And so we lived together,
untll one day the Ge2rmans came and asked z2ll Jevs to go out on the
"Rynek”. They went to all jevish houses, and locked them up. Every=-
body, old and young, had to go, and also your parenis. The Germans
took everything from the people, they were not sllowed tc take any-.
thing I will never forget that horrible day, all day we heard
nothing but shooting. Ve Poles vere not zlloved to go out, we had
to stay in our houses, until they had sent away the Jews. They put
them on itrsins, and nobody knew where tney vent, Some of thenm
managed to get away, and were hidden by good people, but very few
could do it. A4 few people came back zafter the war vas over, and
they told us what & terrible time they had.

In my next letter, I will vrite you more sbout your parents.
Your mother gave me the addresses of all her children and friends,
end I have written to all of them., Thank you very much fof the
parcel you sent we, I have not yet received it, but it will Dbe very
useful because living is very hard here, I work but get a very poor
pay, and everything is terribly expensive.

1 send you a photo of mine, but it is an old ome., I will .iry
znd send you one day &n other ona, I 2m 26 years of age, about as
tall as your mother. You akk wether I need sny clothing. Anything
you don't wear and can spare, would be very welcome. I would like
so much to get out of Foland, it is no peace here, and fighting
goes on everywhers. In ny mext leiter, I will write you all about.
your parents. fou can send it to your sicters. 1 also will send you
the papers your motuer lefti wiln ue. wy best reguavds tq you and your
fauaily yours faithfully Janka-
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This is a letter, written bB an eye witness to .the deportation of
our dear parents from Kunow to &n exterminstion camp in Ma jdanek,
The writer was a voung boy at that time, but he wrote the letter
in 1977, that is35 years l;ter. I had the letter translated from
Polish into English, and I am bringing the trgnslation at the end

of the 10 Polish pages,
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- Teaching the Holbcaust |

Why is this atrocity different from all other atrocities
in the grim and bloody history of mankind? Such, more
or less, is the question raised by those who criticize the
New York City Board of Education’s proposal to make
the study of the mass murder of Jews by the Nazis
compulsory in the city’s high schools.

The “holocaust,” as Jewish groups refer to the Nazi

 effort at genocide, has been covered extensively in some

schools, cursorily in some others and not at all in still

- others. The new curriculum, which the board proposes

for at least two weeks of study, contains excerpts from
Adolf Hitler's “Mein Kampf,” descriptions and photo-
graphs of the death camps, poems, plays, maps and pro-
grams for class discussion. It is designed to fit into the
study of contemporary history, as this century’s most
graphic example of racism. .

The objections to the plan are of two sorts. Spokes-
men for the German-American Committee of Greater
New York and the Steuben Society are distressed that
such unpleasant history should be broached anew. “It

. creates a bad atmosphere toward German-Americans in

this country,” says George Pape, president of the Ger-
man-American Committee, “To that I object.”
The other objection comes from those who emphasize

' that not only Jews were massacred by the Nazis. One

list includes Freemasons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Catholic

‘and Protestant clergymen, gypsies, Socialist and Commu-

nist leaders, French and Italian hostages, Polish and

~ Russian civilians. This point is well taken. No history

of World War II would be complete if it did not direct
attention to the many victims of the Nazis. But there are
nonetheless good reasons for emphasizing the fate of
Furope's Jews. Hitler's “final solution” marked a critical

. hour for a people with a history of persecution; it de-
' stroyed whole communities, an entire culture. Of all the

New York Fms; Nov.4, 197%.

Nazi victims, Jews suffered the most relentless fanaticism.

Moreover, schools in cities like New York have a com-
pelling concern with the tribulations of certain groups.
It is essential, for example, that this city's students un-
derstand the impact of black slavery in America—which
has properly been given extensive attention for several
vears. Just as the subject of slavery must not be con-
signed to ‘“black studies,” so the gas ovens ought not
to be consigned to *Jewish studies.” The young cannot
understand the present circumstances and feelings of the
people they live among unless they understand some-
thing of their past. That goes as well for the famine that
drove the Irish to these shores, the prejudice that Italians
found when they arrived, the harassment of German-
Americans during World War I, the forced relocation of
Japanese-Americans during World War IL- The cataclys-
mic events of the 1930’s and 40’s, still painful in the
memory of many New Yorkers, require special attention.
They dramatize the danger of all intolerance.

Even on those who escaped the Nazis' final solution,
the experience has left deep scars. “Under Hitler,” Saul
Bellow reminds us, “the Jews were the lepers of Europe.
No, they were worse than lepers. Lepers are isolated,
nursed and treated. There is no word for what the Euro-
pean Jews were between 1939 and 1945.” But words
must be given to it, and they must be taught to the young.

Perhaps the proposed curriculum does not merit two
weeks; that is for educators to resolve, without undue
pressure from outside organizations, And certainly note
must be taken in the classroom of the remarkable post-
war transformation of West Germany into a democratic
society. But the annihilation of European Jewry should
be a mandatory subject. As for Mr. Pape, who thinks
“there is no real proof that the holocaust actually did
happen,” let him sit in on the course.
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In the meantime, my medical practice had grown and I work-
ed all day long. ﬁy fee was very small, but at the end of the
day I had accumulated a nice amount of money, and since our
expenses were relatively small, we coculd save some money.

Very often,'a few times a week, I took the children to the mo-
vies, for whith I ¢id not have to pay, as a patient of mine,

a Cuban, always supplied me with tickets., We also had & nice
social life, had friends whom we visited or who came over to
visit us,

One day, a patient and his family moved to, Mexico, and
thevy had offered me to buy their piano for a relatively small
amount of money, which I did, I had it moved to our apartment,
without telling the children anything sbout it, when they were
at school - they both attended an american school, Miss pPhil-
lips School at that time - and when theycame home they were sur-
prised to find the plano in the house and were very happy.

They vere both very anxious to 2lay and vere in the aeginning
almost fighting to get the seat at tie pisno. T bought music
books and Francis advanced very rapicly, since he haé still
somé knowledge from the time he had learned pisno in Vienns
with Miss Feucht, Johanna had to start-and I spent quite some
time with her- to give her the basic instructions,

There came a time when we had decided to move to s better
apartment, as our apartment was quite primitive, especielly
the kitchen, and very hot in summerﬁ We found an apartment in
Vedado in a.very good neighborhood 5n the Linea, in « modern
building, It was on the g?Cund-flOOP anc ve likec.it very
much, But ve soon became very disappointed, Qhen ve noticed

-

that a construction .of a new house wsas gein to

on right nex
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our apartﬁent, with a lot of noise from early morning till late

in the afternoon, Otherwise it was a great improvement of our
situation, Lisa ané Paul lived very close by, and they made &
living by renting tvo or three rooms and also providing resals
for some of these people, a Mr, Adler and & Mrs, Gerenday,
Besides, she had another flourishning business, baking cakes snd
cookies in good Viennese style, for which she had alvays had

& great talent, Paul had a job in the diamond cutting and
grinding industry, wvhich was started in Havana by Jewish immi-
grants from Belgium, He had learned it quite well, did the
cutting of raw diamondé into tvo halves, and earned a nice in-
come with that, I should al® mention here that Francis toock
olano lessons in Cuba with a ¥rs, Freund for a few months,

We had the good fortune that Mr. Bernherd Reder, an old

&

frienc and schoolmate of mine, and his friend Mr, Lerner, a
painter, lived nesrby. They btoth liked Francis very much and
started to give him instruction, Mr, Reder in sculpturé, end
Mr, Lerner in painting. WMr, Lerner visited us for months
every afternoon and .sat there for hours, while Francis was
paiﬁting still-lives, making great progress, HMr, Reder hsd
met Francis on the boat, when he happened to hear the name
Mechner, HXe asked and found ocut right away that he was the
son of his former schooima:e. He was then very nelpful to
Lisa and Francis, since they were travelling in the tourist
class, vhere the food was verr tad, whereas Iir, Reter weas in

the first class. Mr, Reder ves & great sculptor in Europe, =

friend of Maillel, but all his works were lost, after he left,
stoler by the Germans. He beczme famous again in the U.3,,

shoveC his nev sculptures in rzny exhibitions
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I should have mentioned that Hedy and Johanna hsd come
from New York with so-called Re-entry 2ermits, Hecy had made
out, shortly after slke had come to the Uniteé States, & so-call-
ed Declaration of Intention, also called First Paper, in which
she applied for United States citizenship, She had to stay
in the country for 5 vears, before she could get her Second
Paper, the Citizenship Certificate. But there was a provision
that she could leave the country during that S5-year period for
6 months with a Re-entry Permit, and possibly for longer on
application for an extension of another 6—month§ period,

But before the first € months were over, Hedy had applied
for an extension for another 6 montks, When we did not get
an answer, we wrote to the Immigration Department and got =
reply which said that her papers had been misplaced and that
she will be notified when they will be found. We were extre-

mely happy about it, We applied anyway every 6 months for an

w

extension, by registered mail, of course. We were all'toge-
ther, had a relatively pleasant life, but still, I saw no hope
for the future. I was & few times close to getting my viss,
but the American consulate got usually only a fev visa num-

bers for the Rumanian quota, cut never enough to include re,



