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-·· C HAP T E.R 34 

THE PARENTS DEPO RTED TO ?OLAND. 

.(' 

Befor e I h a d l e f t Vienn& on .3e?temoer 30 th , 1738 , -v:e d id 

n ot h e a r ab ou t l a r ge depor t a t ions. Whe n I has already in Cuba , 

I r eac abou t th e ';crvstal lnac h t " a nd ma s s de .Jort a tions . 6ut 
L • 

1 .. ' e never he a r c or r ead a.bout dep or : s. t i ons to .2 o l a.nd . Oc,he r r e -

fu g ee s , who h c: c :> e&d th e 11 
• .:...ufbau " , knew about it . 

It di d n ot t ake long :~ at ~e re c eive d l ett e rs from t he m 

from ?el and , fro~ . b lit tle v i l l a ~ e , Kunow . We f ound i t o~ t h e 
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map. It was south-east of Kielce, a big city, and not far from 

Ostro~iec, the next railway station to the East, and the next 

bigger city to the East ;;aE Li..;.~ lin. V.: e l e.ter found out that 

some of the r e l at ives, which 1·:e had in Vien'r:a, had t::'.'ied to 

help to ge t them out, but cou ld not do anything. They were de-

tained in a school building in the Castell ~zgasse in the 2nd 

di s trict for a week or so, and from there deported in cattle 

waggons. After arrival in Poland, the train had stop~ed in 

an open fj_elC. in the area of Kielce and the :t:Jeople -l': e :!.~e told 

that they could go, wherever they wanted, and try to find a 

~lace where to live. So, the next village the~ could find was 

Kunow, and they found there a room,- perhaps with a kitchen, on 

the grounc floor of a . . , 1 
Sr.1&...J...:.. house . They coul( exist there 

only because relatives in Vienna like Julius and .Antoinette 

Ziegler started to send them packages with food and al l kind~ 

of other th~ngs, ~hich they cculd sell there, also friend s like 

Mr. and Mrs. ~elzl a nd relati~ e s in Tchech oslovakia like the 

LandlerssT'd others . The L,,,ndle rs we r e arrested l ater therr:-

selves and deported, and so S U?po~t from the~ h a d stop)e6. 

~:y fa ther -in -lai·: had taken alo!lg a boo}: "':'he teachings of 

Go thei.rn=i. 3udc :r:e 11
, which he s tuC:2-ed and Hhich he::1..ped hirr. to en-

dure the sufferings with equaLimity. 3ut my mother-in-law was 

desperate and extremely uri_.t.ap·yJ": 2nd many of her letters 

brought tears in t o our eyes. iiere is the first letter, ·which 

my mother-i:J-law wrote fror .?oland , tr ans lated into 2nglish: 

"My dearly loved chi lC.:~ '=TI: 

You wo 11ld no t h ave drean:ec aboi..lt it that I woul c write to 

you from S'.1c h a C'Um.r;e r r esc ::->t! 3esi des, b oth of u3 v- ere eoi-;ard -

l:r anc. d id not wan t to •·rr i 't e , out Minny , i-.:h o l i ke all the at.h e :!: 
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relatives there are our good angels, was right uhen she said 

that you vould prefer a direct letter fro~ u s . So, all the 

love-efforts we~e for nothing! You could not ima gine what Ju­

li us, Feldl"".s nns, l'Jeus tad ts, 'I'err:-,r had tried to do for us. I:' 

we only \o:ould have sent telegraMs tPo weeks earlier! lrve hesi­

tated think~ng ths. t you would be hindered in your exertions for 

Lisa. Now we don't know anything about Lisa and F~anzerl! I 

have before me your letter of March 17th. Can you imagine my 

feelings? Instead of being close:::> to you, we are no\o: so much 

fe.rther ! \·J e have written to the :Northgerrn.an Lloyd i n Krakau 

anf have described our momenta~y situation and~also what ~e 

~assess ~or our emi gration. In the· meantime, the beloved good 

?apa got sick. It is nov- 14 days ·that he is in bed. une night 

he woke up and lamentec. that re had angina pee toris. I think 

h e had also takFn too many sleeping tabl9ts. I asked imrr:edia­

tely for the Polish doctor to come. He pres cribed med~cines 

for 20 zloty s. Ee said he !"rnd high blood pressure etc. I tl:.ink 

the angui sh had c aused it. Af t9r that tl:.ere developed inflam­

mato r y areas in the lungs. He had ~ever U? to 38 - 3~ degrees. 

Two days ago it subside(, but an enormous weakne ss started, and 

he de clir.ec any nourisl-1...rnent. I arTJ tak ing hin e1.rery day out of.' 

the bed. Yesterday, suddenly, a kind of vomiting and ciarrhoea 

sta.rted . 'Ihe c'lis.rrhoea cid not last long; but what he vomited 

was black. But no~, t hanks God, ~he vomiting has also stopped, 

Out l:.e is very apathetic. Fortuns.te ly, Karl Neustadt had sent 

him two oranges, which I ha~e given ~im just no~ as juice and 

h e drank i t with e age rness. Eopefully, he will not vomit agai n . 

I can !!Ot tell hoF all help us, hov.: good all Tche choslovak ian 

r elatives, Hugo Eusserl, !u:~us, are to us. The ~e would not 
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have been 1:;.ny possibility to livel But dear P~pa was very un-

~-.· - . -

\ hapoy that all relatives had such expenses. Karl Heustadtl made 

S?ecial efforts. rhere is hardly a day that he does not send 

something. May God reward them for it on their childre:r. Do 

you know, dear Aaolph, how different it would have been, his 
,. 

sick-bed, if you i-JOuld have been at his s ide 7 The doc tor did 

not accept any payment, but he does not come if not c2lled. 

Not like Papa, who used to come several times to see how the 

patient was, &nd instead of prescribing would have helped him-

sel~. Aith us was also a Dr. Jung, ~horn I had asked once•.to 

come ( 9 Ri lometers), who stayed over night and gave a f eF inject-

ions, among others also Coramin. I~ see~ed to have had a good 

effect, but all the medfcines were bought for nothing, since 

he did not take anything, and Nitroglyeerin was also unnecessary, 

since he did not have anymore an attack of angine pectoris. 

~o~ I only ~ish th£t he shoul d get strong er again, otherwise I 

v·oul,.:;. be complete2-y forsaken. Some t ir1.es he made the bed 6irty,: 

then he wa ::> very u:rllap _Jy. The stra-v: mattress l1e dislikes very 

T".uch, al though I bad covered. it wi t:'.1 all t h e blankets , vJhich I 

have, but he always srr:ells str8.w • .3ut I h&.ve it, thanks Go d, 

go od, since I am getting many love- ~arcels, and the peop le &re 

considerate and leave us the room at least for the ni ght , while 

the othgrs are 6 to B ir one room. And they help me also with 

the kitch e n, though I buy everything ~yself. There a r ? ycu~g 

daughte~s; one of t~em got o~ e ?air of gloves , one a pair o~ 

sto ckings etc. ~hese are here valuat 1~ s . ~ nd no·~ -v a-ec-
~ - - .n. "' ' ' "< · ~.t· 

goo~ children, I would like t o knov , ~ha t t he situation is hith 

Liss anc ".";l 'Y' EJ.n ~ ,,, .,....1' 1° f' t he'' • -ou 1 c'. Qnl 'T h '°' ' -' 1° + h :rou :: l re~: riy ,I ... ~ .I. ... ..;. LJ ..... .l ' ..... J.. , \ ' If '· ...... ... A~ J J-:::, v. L ... ..l. ) '.:"".;. ........ u. ... Tr.lat 

you are alre a dy in 
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New York? You are right, dear Adol ph, t h at the thought of tear-

ing away Franzerl frorn Lisa and to let him travel alone such a 

lonG way (even with somebody accomp£nying him} excited me very 

J'l"uch . But ho-v: manage j_t? ':'he main thing, you would a.11 be tb-

gethe r again. Unfortunately, the weather is opposite to yours . 

Mrs. Runes has us on her conscience. If she would have sent 

t :'.le. tI'..ings in September or October! I am glad, dear Adolph, 

tr.at --y ou are having ne-v:s about your · Marna. Unfortuna tel.y, I c a!"} 

not write to h er. You c an not do enough for Minny and Grete. 

I can not s ay enough what they do fer us. So, for instance, 

~e r ece i ved to~ay for Pa p a ap~le s and oranges from Karl, also 

ot~e r things. How is the situation with the lift van? Now I 

don't know anything a!"lymore. Joszi met Lisa in 1'Tizza. I also 

don 't knoi,· anything abou t Eeini and .Susi . Hans ( John Forster) 

does a lot for them (Zosz i and family), ~end s money E ~d tries 

to get thPrn over to h i m. Very opressing i s ~lo the fate of 

Ra ymond . - ·J:'he u t~erances cf Ean!lerl ,,_;ere alwo.ys a sreat plea -

s tt r e for us, unfortunately , ?apa co~~d not re ad your letter yet . 

May God help you and let you live h a ppi ly ~ith the l ove l y swe e t 

children in peace. Think also of Lisa and help he r alway3 . She 

had done for Fr2nze rl more tha~ a mo t r_ er . Hever c an one be 

t h.qnkful enough for tr .. at . If shA 1,:ould only once find La)pincss 

for hersP,lf; How 1..;e V'ould have loved to partake on t!le hap pi -

ne s s of our ch ildren;. it was not rnean t for us. I am v:ri t ins 

bad ly , because we Vi ennese have be en vaccinated against ty~hoid 

fever, ar;d now the arm hurts & l it tl e . :2rlbracing and k is sing 

y ou th ~ee , your de arl y l ov ing Mo t he !' . 

Mav 2 , : S4l. ~o rl ay I r ece i v ed t h i s letter of your mothe ~ via 

nu.go !-ius s e :-·l, to be s.ent to yo· i . On accoun t of v e ry li :.tl e 
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space I can only send you k!nd greetings. I will write to you 

soon. After the last mess~ge of April 25th,?apa is feeling 

better. Your Jt:lius. " 

It 1-..ras their and our great mi sf or tune that all that came 

so suddenly, that they were d~ported ~ith one of the first 

transports. A few weeks more and we would have saved them too. 

It was at the time when I got the visc.s for Lisa and Francis 

for Cuba or shortly before that they ~ere detained. Unfortu-

natel~ they hesitated, while they already knew that they will 

be deported, to send u s · a telegram telling us tha t they were in 

danger. ':'hey hesitated . because t hey thought that I woul~ not 

proceed with the same effort in my endeavours for Lisa and Fran-

cis. That is \-.:hat t hey v:rote us from .2oland. 'I'hey v-:ere so 

wrong. I v-;ould have used other -v:e-ys sepa rately for them, per -

haps through Dr. Viete, the oYner of the laboratory at whi ch 

I ~orke d, and Dr. Ituar te d irectly, by sho~ing the~ ~h~ir tele -

gr ~m . ~hey would have been saved. I Ds t ead, they s ent us 8 

postc a rd> Fhich took more than t -v:o we eks to r each ilS, s.nd t h ey 

did not write cl early what their situatton was . That ~as t e r-

rible and cost the~ their lives. 

Only now, after more than 20 ye a rs, by reading a book, 

v:hos e title is "Zu 1,; eni g Gerech te t i (Too f ew just p -e o pl e) by a 

Vi'3nnese lady, Erika Wein::.i f' rl, which Lisl .gave me i n Au s t:-alia, 

had I found ou~ hm·.' and by i:.·:hom the deportation of t he Viennes'3 

Je'.;s l.'as pl8.nned and Fi tt g :-ea t pr13c is ion e.::ecu ted. Mr s . ::C:riks. 

~e i nzi e rl, a Christ ~an, h e d ~· ri tten a ~i ary dur irg the entire 

I 
\:__ .. 

~e rio ct of t he occup a tion of R.ust r-i a ·cy the Ge r m.ans in g r eat de -

te i l . She v:ss one of the fe-v-: 1..;ho h c. C. h e l ::, ec in m&ny v,r ~· s so:r.e 

c f +he ~ eKs to survive and ~as l ate r gr e~~ ly honored ir Isr~el 
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by the Israe li government. 
_ _,_:_._ 

f .·. -

'-
What I want to bring here are short excerpts of the chap-

ter in which she described the deport~tion of the Jews. At the 

beginning of that chapter she mentions that Adolf nitler in his 

book " I'f;ein Y.:ampf" had said 11 12.000 scoundrels (he meant t!-_e 

Jews) eli~inated at the right time viot:ld perha.ps sa.ve the lives 

of one million o:-derly, for the future valuo.ble Germc:..ns. 11 The 

plan of a reservation for Jews was ~irst mentioned by Alfred 

Rosenberg in February 1939 in a pre3s conference. He thoug_."IJ.t 

that Madag8.SC a r would be a good pl ace. But soon, after the 

occupation of ?eland, an area in ? e land was regarded a s more 

st'ci t ab le, an area sou th· of :.ub li ;;., O!! a c e aunt of its swampy c'::.& -

racter. This alon e ~oul f decimate the J ews, as the governor 

S::f:mi d t exp l i;. ined to the ci.u t rian 11 1msch l us skanzler" J._::--t:b.ur 

Seyss-:::::nquart e t the occ &sion of ci r: insp ection t our in Hov ember 

1939. T~ e preparati on s f or t he trans)c r t s of 1 941 started in 

fall of 1940. 0n Octob i=; r 2nd, in a c onference in the h eadq_uar -

ters of the Fuehre r and in his presence, t~~ Vien~ese ReicLs-

stat+:ho.lter .Saldu!' von Schira c!"l r sk e d t L e genera l-c:;overnor DY". 

Han s Fra n 1-'.: to tak e care o f t h e 5 0 . 000 J ews who ,,, ere still in 

V~ enna. Sut Frank r e jected t ha t as u~v· orkabl e . Hitl er decided 

then that all th8 Je\:s who we:-e still in Vienna should be acc6 -

lera tively deported ~ o Poland en r ecoun t of t he sb&rcity of 

lod gin gs in Vienna. As t h e l eader of t h ese transports Adolf 

Eich1'"1ann w2s ins talled. The lea der of t r.e Israeliti s ch e Kultus -

gern e inde, Dr~ Loe1 :enherz, -v:as no t if i e ci by the Ge s tc.i.po on Fe bru -

a r y 1s t , 1 9~1 tha t on th~ 1 5th ard 19 t h of F ebru~ry a~d fr om 

t he n on Pv e ry follo¥ i ng ~ed~es ~ ay tr~~spo rt s of 1 000 ~e~ s ~oul d 

hav e t o les.ve for .2o l .e.. nd a~d th101t 1 0 . J OO 1, oul c ~ev e t o le ave 
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till May 1941. 5n'le selection of the people to be deported 1,:as 

an obligat ion of Dr. Loe1-·enherz , the leade r of the Israeli ti-

scl~e J~ul tusgerneinde. Later on , other methods were used to acce-

lerate the p~ocess. hS the Jews lived in different districts 

in Vienna a nd it was time-consuming to g8.ther them for the 

transports, they ordered them, one day, to l eave their apart-

ments within one or two days and move into a certain area of 

the 2nd district, i-ihe re they i<iere crowded into already ove:r"' 

crowded houses, from where they could be taken out f~ster to 

be sent &.nay in transports, and they tool-:: them in alphabetice.l 

order, instead of selecting them one by one. 

They haf them there like in a concentration c amp , under 

constant guard and str~ct rules. This horrendous story is vel l 

described by Antoinette Zieg l erJ the wife (now -v:idoi.; ) of Julius 

,_, . 1 ' ~ ,,__ . "\,.. 1-- ~ ~ ' "K t +- ' 1 L ..:.ieg er, J_n 2n es"'ay, wll::.__CL s.~e ca.L-1.ea ·.onzen ra.,io!"ls ager eo-

poldstadt" (concentY-ation c&m? LeoiJoldstc:..ct :· , whic h I an; attach-

i~t; to this biography, i:ri orcer to shov, tne younger gener& t ion 

what these people endured, ~hat ~as once possible in t~is vorld. 

?roJ'!1 Febru8.ry 15th till Via rch 12th, 194-1, 5021 Viennese 

Jews were rieported with only as ~uch luggage as they could 

carry th e~selves . 7hey c~me into small }olish cities and vil -

l ages, whe re there was nothing prepared for housing and nou~ 

rishmen t. 'They had at fj_rs t to sleep in svnagogues e.nd emer-

gency quarters on stra~, before they could find room in the 

ove rfilled small hou:es of the villages. Food was very expen-

si ve. They all had to vear on the ir arms signs 1·: i th the star 

o~ Zion, and the housPs, vh Are they stayed , had the doo rs pain~ -

eO. red. 

wa s c s~~-r ~c.re~-_ts ~ ound i Yl Kuno-v,· . 
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Shortly after their arrival there and settling in a s ral l apart-

:ment, co!")sisting of one room and perhaps also a kitchen, my fa-

ther-in-lsw got ve"!:'y sick, and roy ri1 other-in- lav.: described very 

well what had happened. As I see it, it ~as a heart attack, as 

my father-in-la~ had sudde~ly severe pains and said t hat it was 

angina pectoris. And my mother-in-law said thh t it wa s caused 

by anguish. Tb.e pulmonary symptoms v-:i th high fever which fol-

loFed may have been caused by pulMonary embolism, as it is of-

ten seen in cases of coronary thrombosis, but may just a s r?ell 

have been siMply a pneumonia, perhaps a lobar pneumonia, since 

there ~as a rat~er sudden drop of the tempe~ature . It was a 

dangerous si tuat ion and ·1 t ~·'a s the de;roted nursing of my mother -

in-law that he survived. There was a long period of weakness 

which fol lov-;ed. 

( I have a great collection of l etters from them, ~ritten 

d,_1ring the nex t :Tear and a half, whic ~ . .i. ',vill &ttach to this 

b iogra!)hy to be translated later, as C.oing it no;. ;.:o'J.ld . inter-

rupt for too much ti~e my continuatio~ of the writi~g c~ the 

biography. But I intend to translate ls.tgr all of t nerr , if I 

will live long enot~_gh. Bu t I idll bring here the transl&tio:'"ls 

of at le ast t~o of then, to show ho~ they lived there, how their 

thoughts ~ere a lways with us, their worries, longing, hopes, and 

fe a rs, my father-in -law shov..r ing n:ore firmness, appl:·in g r.2.s 

buddhistic philosophy to ev eryt t ing that happened, but my mother -

i n -law often unable to res t rain herse l ~, due to he r fine, ten-

der nerv es, he r goo dn ~ss, ~er heart full 0 f love. 

First a letter ~rittsn on the 11th o~ July, 1S4l, by my 

CSC;I ' Eedy, riost beloved 
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Ha~nerl, and if they are already there with you, de&rest Lisa, 

and Franzerl, and if not yet for . when are there the prospects 

t hat you will have them there with you and wha t are your fur­

ther plans and ch ances? The globe continues circling, undis­

turbed by huT"lan des .tinies on its surface, around its d.7-.is in 

i t s yearly orbit around the sun. The cosmos is unalterable and 

eternal, the bustle of life of men arrogant and transient, good 

luck and bad luck transitory . One has to be firm. You· have 

passed the test v'ell, v.:ithstood with tot:g:iness. You are still 

young, "he.VA llfe still before you . I F.Jl1 a. t the limit of life, 

rry lor.ging and the pur~ose of my life is only to see you aga~n. 

?erhaps we will have good luck and it will happen. I hc.ve, ir­

sp ite of ~y high age, withstood the worst insult of a so-called 

evacuation frorri Vienna to .?oland. The weakness and tiredness 

of thinking which had come over ne l : ~s g iven wc.y ,thanks to the 

sacrifice a nd nursing, wh ich your mothe r confe rr ed to me . Our 

ch anc es of re t urning to Vi9nna and furthe r tl~ re-union with 

you depend upon the develcp~ents ir- the vorld. Yo~ sh~uld be 

grate~ul that you arA fa r away from polit ic a l dis turb hnc e s a nd 

coul f see much of the world. ~ good fate may steer the further 

~ay of life of all of you . So long, my rear children , I em-

bro.ce you a.nc ki ss you in rr:y ::-:ind across the oc ec:.n and r_alf 

the glo::ie. \irite to de2,r .E:rich. Re)ort about all of you. 

:in hot love, your fa:ia . 11 

And or. thA same d ay this lette r of ~oth8 r: 

nMy dearly :::..oved children: 

It -vould be nice if ~isa a~d Franzerl ~ould al~eady oe ~ith 

you. S:::e:'e is not much tc re :-i o::ot r-.":)out us. Le are \-:ell &r:d 
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took the T'i sk and jtunped j_n to unc ertaintv - I rented a srr.all 

c--- room for the two of ·us. The desire to be once again alone, 

drove us to that. :Out I am enjoyir_g so muc:r~ sympathy ths.t I 

can retu:i:>n any time, as I was assured in many love-declarations . 

For here, you can not imagine what it means! Now I want to con-

firm that the package, which you had sent to us, has arrived, 

undamaged, and at the right time since Papa l oves the coffee 

now more than ever before, and our coffee had just c orne to an 

end. We are well, t hanks to the loved-ones and since we are 

2lone, st i l l better. Unfortur..ately, we have l a_tely ve!:'y fev-.: 

news ffom you and also from Lisa. \·i e thinl: r~ ore of you t han 

~e talk, ~ecBuse that I ·can only ~ith tears. Instead of com -

ing close to you, we go~ f urther a1·: ay. I had prepared every -

t~ing and now we real beggars, who hav~ no hoITe anymore, 

t 
' and t~at at that age. You vill nev~r be ab le to t h ank enough 

all those Pho helped us. Minny a:r:d G~'et e &PP sencing 2lm0st 

daily valuable love-parcels, ~hie~ s ustu in us, so th&t 0 e can 

li"f.I e, are able to li Ve c-. + a:::._1 Our ces ire is to see you c.ga.ir: 0. ~ . 
a:'.ld to be able to embrace you. r· - rr c.y hel.o in t h a. t uOC us . 
r1•1_~_. <C.Y'l_. ;,.s to +-hP end_P.CV0''-""-· .C:: 04" Tul i' U"' rnc' -Pnsa ' " P. fi' -n r l l o+ ~ ...._ ~. - ._ -~ "" ~ _._ tJ ~ ·"°' c., -·"" · •' 1 ~ "'d_,__y g · ..,. our 

valises after 4i !"'!Onths. :S""!bracing and kissing you G.11, 

your he ertingly loving , . 
l'I81'1.a • 

Write to Erich. 11 

I had ~ot mentioned till no~ ~~at rny father - in-law had 

w:citteYl, Fhile in ?ol and, tv;o scisr:tific papers, titled 11 ,....na -

l:rtic ces Allrr (Analysis of tf-.e unive :'se) and ,.E1.eligions-v-. eg der 

reli g i o~ ) , f i lling gr eat fuany 

pages. These a r e astonishi ~g papers , ~~ ich h e. ha d starts~ to 

vrit e ~n Vi0 Ylna an d ta ~en alo~g, ~~ it ~en on v e ry b ad pa pe r 
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and sent to Julius, who had re-written them a nd sent to us 

af ter t~e war. I had asked ?aul B~uell in Bos ton to trans­

late ther: into .=:·:nglish, v:hi er_ !: e did, an excel lent job, a.nd 

they ~ill b e a~te che~ to the jiography . These papers sho~, 

perhaps T"!O r e than anything else, wha. t a great person my fa.ther­

in-law was. 

I also had not mentioned yet that I had off erec our pa­

rents several times, v.;hen they were still in Vienna, that I 

will try to get Cuban visas for them. But they declined and 

wrote that they Kill stay be~ind until Lisa and Francis were 

out of France. They did not seem to realize t hat they v.·ere 

in grea t danger in Vienna, anc' -v:e -v:ere no't aware of it. Even 

v.-hen they knew that they wi ll be deported, they wrote it on 

postcards, and it took more t~~ an l u cays to get to Cuba, and 

at that time they were alreac~ detained. The relatives there 

and in Tchechoslovakia made g :oecS.t efforts to ge t ther., free, 

but it was too late. Even i:' they \\OUl d have a ccepted my of­

fer of help, i t would have been extremely difficult for me to 

do anything for them, because a suir. of over .-J? 6.000.- v;a s ne­

cessary to get the papers fo~ 2 people , for each person S 500.­

as landing deposit, $ 2, 000 .- as bank deposit, and an amount 

of about $ )00.- for t h e ret~!'n trip, also as deposit. ~hat 

was an astronomi c amount for ::e at that time . he :::-e it not for 

the miraculous ap::Jearance of :·:!' . AgrcS.monte at the right t ime 

(a little later -v:oul d have been too late, on a ccount of tie 

conditions in ?ranee), I woul~ not have been able to save Lisa 

and Francis ei~her . I may h~7e hei~ to go a g &in to Dr . Ituarte, 

the director o: t he Irnrrii ~rbt:~~ De ; ~rtment , for a vis& fo r Lisb 

also , anf h e ~oul c p~ ob ~bly ~~ve c cmp lied, since it ~as still 
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my child that had to be saved. But the parents declined, and 

neither they theres elves nor we in Cuba vcere aware at that time 

that they were in great danger. A fe~ months later, it Kas a 

cifferent story and then it v:as too la t: e. wnen I got the vis&s 

for Lisa and Francis through Mr. Agramonte . it was in Ma.rch of 

1941 and at that time the parents y.;ere already detained and a 

few days later deported. 

We were not sure for quite some time what had rea~ly hap­

pened to them. There vas no mail for a few weeks and y.;e had 

to fear the worst. They were in Poland already for a few 

v-zeeks, my father-in-law very ill, when my mother-in-law, en-

courage ~ by Minny Lanc ier, wrote us the truth. This first 

letter, dated Aril 20th, 1941, arrived in Cuba prob&bly in 

the 2nd Feek of May. These v-.ere many exciting v:eeks for us, 

ending ·with quit e a shoc k , v:h en the s a d n ev-;s c&me ou t , and 

on top of every t~ ing t h e s e ri ous illness of f a ther. Now we 

had at least an address where to ~rite. 


