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A SA VI OR FOR LI.3.n AND Ffu..NCIS. 

had moved at about the of 1 940 from the Malecon 

to a small garden apar t rne::it in A.rn_::ili ac ion de R. lmendares, a 

suburb of Havana., wher•e -v:e sha..red the apartment wi th a Vien-

nese phs. r macist, Mr. Glu2smanr., his -v:ife, and little daughter 

Elfi, who \.ias of about the sa.,.....e age a s J ohanna . The apartment 

consisted of fo ur rooms a little kitchen, quite primitive, 

but we l i ked i t, especially ... . 
01 "ne gar den, ·where 

the:oe 1-:ere b anana trees g:>ec.. "C flov:ers, an0 especi ally 

poinse tti as , very tall Th e ch ildren plbyed 

nicely together , also wi th lirtle Hortensia, the daugh ter o f 

our landlords Ma rtinez. family Glussma!1n got soon the 

i rr:rr:;ig r r, tions v isas for the Unit >d States, and v: e t.ad then the 

apartment all to We oft en to the near cy 

bea ch fr om therB, ha d t o ride t here a short distanc e by bus. 

I \.:dS ttat hac csveloped a mecic&l prac-

t ic e , and had to make house calls, sone mon ey . i had 

The:::J, a ;_i:' c-. :2-e . . tel ephone r&n g 
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and a man, whose name I h ave forgotten and whom I had not knm-, n 

before, said that he would like . to bring a patient over, 

is i n severe pain. It w&s a good friend of h is, a Cuoan, an 

officer of the immigration department. I was and 

tole him that I hao no license to practi ce medicine in Cuba, 

a n d tha t I not want him to bring tha t man to me. 1hen 

that started to talk to me. He said that he was in severe 

pain and that I should help him, that he was suffering. for 8 

y ears from trigeminus neuralgia and that no doctor could help 

him, that he was an officer of the immigration 9-epartment and 

that I should the refore not be afraid to see. him, also that he 

6 id not a sk me to treat hiM, but tha t he only wanted to talk 

to me. I finally gave in, and the tv;o men arrived -v: i thin about 

half an h our. His n ame was hgrarnonte, a tall g ood-looking man. 

I had to give him a pain-reli eving tablet, befo r e he cou l d talk 

to me . I told him t hat he probably knew t h at tri geminus neu-

r a l g i a was a n i ncurab l e d ise as e, and tha t only a n i njection cf 

alc ohol i n to a ganglion t he base of the b r a in c ould he l p . 

He knew about it, and he vss once already de t e r mined to h ave 

it d one, b ut tha t he v-oulc have h ad to si gn a ci.o cument t ha t h e 

knew of th e dang er that c ould c aus e blindnes s of 

one or perhaps both eye s, ant t ha t he therefo r e d id not want 

the i nje ction , that he had seen many i mportant 

p rofessors of t r.e Universi Ty, and t ha t no ne of tnem knew anyth i ng 

else to recomme nd than the i r_jec tion. He tol d me t hat Le h1:::.s 

ha c the condit ion f or 8 years, with a l most dai ly attac ks, which 

last ec f8r and t hut strong drugs c ould calm h i s 

_?ains, r:o?"9r: ine or ·oig dos ::s of cod e ine or similar drugs . Tr:e 

pains started on tha the eye, froR 
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there to the right side of the nose anc up}er lip, caused red-

ness and s weating of the right sid e of the face and tearing of 

the right eye. He also saic that he -r:ill probably commit sui-

ci de, if this goes on much longer. I asked him aoout his 

teeth, whereupon he pulled out of his mouth a denture, compri -

sing all upper teeth of the right side. On further question-

ing he explained t ha t he had t o have t h e teeth extracted, as 

some doctors said that the pa:..n may be caused by a bad tooth 

and that in the course of 8 y ears he had t o have all the upper 

teeth on the right side extr&.cted. Ny next ice .a was that a 

part of the root of a tooth r.:ay have reJTlained in the jaw, and 

I asked hiP1 about X-rays. He then pul led out of his poc ket a 

number of X-ray films , v;h ich I examinec carefully. They did 

not seem to shov any part of a root, any othe r abnormality. 

' \ I then told him that X-rays don 1 t tell the truth, that 

they even sometimes lie. Be ·,:as asto:-lished to hear thb.t. Next 

I asked him whether he has hac any reiief after one of the 

many tooth extractions . He told me 11Yes, after the first ex-

traction" and that that was &. very bac tooth, and that there 

was secretion of pus out of -c he -v:ounc for about 6 mon ths, till 

the opening finally closed up, and th&.t some time afterw&.rds 

the same pain had started age.in, and ::'.-1at there no relief 

after the extraction of the othe r teeth . 

I cid not have to ask any other as I knew now 

the diagnosis. I nov put rry left hand to the back of 

his head and hi th t he index f :.nger of my righ t :nand I pres sec 

hare a gainst the area next t c the n os:ril on the righ t side, 

causi ng a s eve re p ai n . m8 re 

I could tr. en f e e l 8. S\·: sll i ng i::-. t:r·_bt o.:> e a, v ery sensi-
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tive to slight pressure. I asked whether he had a good 

dentist and he said that he had a very good one, was a 

professor and teaching dentistry at the University. I told 

that he snoulc go to him and him that he was told 

that he had a ·.deposit from an old abscess in the bone in the 

area, where the tip of the root of the right second incisor 

tooth once was, whi ch was pressing against the nerve, and that 

he needed a littl e operation to clean out that area • . I showed 

him by pulling up my lip, where the incision should be done, 

t i-·at that "·'as the .. nearest spot to reach that area. He un-

ders tood and both men left. He die. not tell me that he "·ill 

come back. After about 10 days h e c s.lled up s.nd came back, 

this time without the other man. He tole me that dentist 

had done that operation and t hat h e f ound some dry material 
( 

\ t h ere, something like sand, and t ha t he was free of any pain 

for about one week, bu t that the h ad n ow again. 

I asked him hot6 had made the operation and he said that he had 

drilled a hole in the bone in the Sfu'T:e direction, in v--h ich the 

to o th had been pulled out, and not h::. gh up, where I had shown 

him. I told that he shoul d go bac k to the dentist and ex-

plain to hi F I h ad shown him, the operation s h oulc 

b e done. He asked me to accompany and explain it to the 

dentist. I refused to do t hat, tole him that that would oe 

very embarrassing for me, but he insisted and almost forced 

me to get into h is car, and we drov e to the dentist. It was 

very unp leasant for me, b u t I pl a id part, I t hink , v e ry 

Yel 1, t el ling rlirn th& t he w&s t:he ex _::>e !' t a nd the, t I c o ul d ne t-

t el l him ar:ythi r: g , s ince I d ::.. d not 1-:::-:ov.- much &bout den ti s t::'y, 

that I was only a general but t:het is e 
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possibility that there was more of tha.t calcium deposit in the 

bone , and that it should be e&sy to reach it high up and that 

a strip of gauz e should be put into the cavity. He spoke a 

lot, told me that he had done that kind of op e ration hundrecs 

of times, and wanted to do i t right &Kay on that patient. rlut 

the patient wanted it postponed for the next day, since he had 

already eaten lunch and wanted it done when the stomach was 

empty. I was happy when I was again out in the 

I did not h ear anything from that man for about three 

we eks, when he suddenly appeared at our and told me that 

I had cured him compl e tely, that af ter the second operation, 

in which mo r e of that material was found bnd cleaned 

out and a tarrpon \•;a s put in, ne :iac W&i ted three -v;eeks, to be 

sure the pains would not back . Now, he he was 

sure that the sufferings were definitely over. He now as ked, 

wh etr ... er there is anything the. t he CO',.;.l c do fo r me. I s a id 

t hat I thought that he could, and I told :him tho.t I had a son 

and sister-in-law, who are in France, and that he c ould per -

haps, as an officer of the inur. igratior: department, be able to 

help me to bring them over to Cube.. !'Yes '.' he saic, "of course 

he could 11 
• And I had to go Fi th r_irn in his car ri g..."'1 t awa.y, 

a nd he took rne to a notary public, -v:here a document wEi.s pre-

pared, giving the names, age, and address of Lis a and Francis, 

an C: stating: that the legal presuppo s.:..tions fo r their irnrr,igrat-

ion to Cuba had been fulfilled, cons:sting of deposits of 500 

dollars per person, bank de posits of 2000 dollars per 

p e rson, and cep osits for t::-_e for each and 

t hat they should t he r ef o re oe for enteri :1g Cuoa. 

'Yr:i s was not ex ac tly t he 1._·0 ::-f :..:""lg : ::-_e document, '\r hi er: ::: don r t 
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rememb e r, but the meaning. :...·:.tr, the'. document v e crove first 

to the immigration department, :v:here it Wb.S signed., _perhaps 

by Dr . Ituarte, the irnrni g r& ti :m di rec tor, and from there -v:e 

drove to the Department of St10. te , fror.1 -v;.t tere a telegram was 

sent to the Cuban consul in r :'..ce. Unnecessary to say, how 

happy I was and hov..- happy Eecy v.:as, when I had come home and 

told her the good news. We i--:::"ote, of course, immediately to 

Lisa, but letters took a very long time to reach desti-

nation and v;e cid not hear them for many weeks. There 

came le'tters from them, but tr_es e were answers :to previous 

letters. One day, I received a telephone c&ll from our former 

landlady on the Male c on, me that a telegram had arr: v -

ed, addressed to me. I went :'."':;_ t away to pick it up . It wc:.s 

in French and what I could ur.c::rstand i, as th&t the visb. had 

not a!'rived ye t. I went to the of State and 

showed them t he telegram. !t turne d out that there was 

a mistak e, that the Cubari wa s not in Nice, but in nearby 

Canne s• a nd a new telegram \.: as sent, this time to t he correct 

a c; C.res s, and we sent at the s E..:-.e time 8. telef !'am to Lis a • 

. Everyth ing seemed to oe fine we had now reason for hope. 

c· 


