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There ar~ived all the time in relatively short intervals 

letters from my inlaws in Vier.na. I ::ave a great collection · 

of thes e lette rs, and I will attach all of them as a special 

supplement for t hose who will ~e inte rest e d in the details. 

Bu t a f ew of them, which are import ant for the unders t a nd ing 

of s u ccessive e~ents . I h ave trans l at ed a nd will insert t h em 

Le r e, to show i:! what condition the:r ~·: e re a t about the t i ir.e , 

i,·hen t h e ;r v:ere l i v i ng i~ llo ll 2.nc s trs.s se 9 , rel at i v ely pe a ce -

fu lly, "bu t constan tly worry ing, now no t anymore about us, bu t 

s t il l about Lisa and Francis. These letters show, better tha n 

any descript i on ab out them, wh a t wonder f ul p e opl e t hey \-' ere, 

f u l l of l ove, go odne 2 .3 , and un d e r standing. 

The first letter is from the Mot Le r a.nd re a ds as follow s~ 

ll M "v'T ,:i ec~- r Hedv ana' ' '" ,:i l h -i.·iv \__; J aear -.n:'-' o _p ; Vi enna, Oct. 13th, 1940 

~e ~er8 v e ry s ur? r ised t hat a l et t er f roir. y ou, d ea r Hedy, 

£ r-:o:'.Y::::: :-e st e r day (on th'? l ong day ) , v:rit t e n 8 d ays ago i n 

l :i arn i. .:.... :' eF ccys be f o r e , y ou r l ett e r o f Septewber 2 ) th c ame . 
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UnfortunatAly, you never ansi;..·er regarding t h e main problem · 

(the 1. --+ ) i.1. ..,van • You must have already letters from Julius, 

conside:!"ed the problem, and have acted accord ingly a nd rapid-

ly. \'!e v-ere happy F i th Eric:: 1 s letter, al t h ough i t v.:as fror.: 

v:ay back and hsrdly sa ti sf iec our cra.v ing for knov<ledge. You 

wrote that aunt Betty has moved again. ~here and ~hy? Did 

D~. Holzer pass the board ex~mination? What can Dr. Lazarus 

do for Lisa? You wrote before that you cooked; is it _only la-

tely that you don't have a kitchen? · Or does it me&n· that you ate 

in a buffet whil e staying in a hotel? We pass~d well the long 

day yesterday, but afterv.:ards I had, as y ou know, sligt.t cralT'ps. 

Aunt Cl a ra ""·as y esterday afternoon here, she feels happy in 

her community( ? ) . Uncl e Ma::'t i n -v: as a lso h ere, a fe1-; days afiO . 

I hop e you will have now relax a tion and fi nd the time to write 

us i n deta il. Ver y of ten 1:1e had to tbi nk ove r and constr uct 

things , as you h a d fo r gott en to wr ite us c er tain deta i l s . Es pe -

c ial~.y ·the meeting of fl. dclpr_ ·v; i th you and wi th Hannerl . A.:-iy-

way , y ou , denr Adolph , idll v: r i t e us a n d i n t h i s v.:ay su:i.iple -

~ent e ach o ther. Your aunt Rosa is not very haP? Y ~ith hlice 

in Buchs.r e st , and from your r..o t !le r 1-:e don 1 t he:.ve any news . 

Don' t Forry ab out us , s i n c e the r e is ::lo,,· e.nyway no cha n c e e. t 

the American c onsul a t e for us . 3 ut I beg you to do eve r ytt.ir.g 

that Ju~ius wrote . Mrs . Glase r s snds r egar ds . She adv i s es 

~'01) also to do what she ~-rote r egarci.i~g tl:e liftvan - if the :-- e 

is still ti":l.E . Julius is very exci t ed e.bout the ErdstS' ins . 

Thi ngs don't look good the:!"e s. t a ll . Kiss for me sweet 

HanDerle . Everybody find s he:' v e r y ~uch changed . I }Ould 

like to kno~ , v~ether she ha~ rsnog~! ~ed you, dear Adclph . 

~!l: also come soon. Elr.orac -

cing a nd kis s inG ~11 of y ou, your Vic.I:':u . 
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The following lines are an addition to the letter of the 

13th of October: 

"~y dear Adolph: 

Tod~y , the 14th of October, arrived your de2r and long 

letter cf September 29th. Now we know yo-c. all finally toge

ther and imagine ho~ your new home is. Meanwhile, we give up 

the hope to see you soon, and your being together will hardly 

soon be disrupted. As we see from your plans concerning the 

extension of Hedy's re-entry permit, you seem to have little 

hope to get to the U.S. soon. Please, write to Erich and send 

us th~ lette!'s. They both were inte!'ned. I think you should 

follo~ the advice of Juliu~, which-was considered forth and 

back, if it is not too L·late. It sta~~s there, well preserved, 

t,.t your disposal. Again embracing and kissing you, Mama. 11 

There follo~ n ow t wo letters, ~ritten by the parents. 

"My dear Hedy: Vienna, October 29 th, 1940 

Today's letter is for you and hopefully we ~ill have luck 

as in the case of Hannerl and the letter arrives exbc t ly on the 

15th of I'·Tovernber. ~.: e think nm·: often about last year, when 

you made preparations at that time for the voyage. Then I 

could take si-:eet Hs.nne rl on my ar:rr:, and had :ier &.s sleep

comrad e - in reality, not only like now in my dream. }Tow my 

thoughts at night concern my littl e Franzerl and ~isa, that 

means also during the day : can not get away from them! Yes, 

these thoughts are wandering now ov er all continents and vii t:-i 

t he JXCeption of you, thanks God, they don't find a fix p oint . 

.5ut I want to c ong r a t u l s t e yo 1..i , m7,' de s. r Eedy, my good child, 

o~ your b ~~thday a n d wis h y ou L~a t y ou and dear Adol)h may 

again find a p e r manent ho~e ~ith you r ae~ r go o d childr en , wh o 



are real l y s o well-bred that that alone constitutes a gift 

r.::· 

• 
of God. _;md Goe may help y ou to be able to bring up both to 

b ecome happy beings, and perhaps ~ill f at e allow us t o live 

and participate in y our h a ppiness_ Enj o~ t his day, in thou3hts 

also on Lisa and Erich, as you always celebrated this day to-

gether. Unfortunately , I forgot to -v;rit e t o Erich t hat we 
~ . . 

' -I 

t h ough t much of h im on his birthday. - J.~·e are well, here t he 

winter has already starteC.. You wil l not know about that thi s 

year. w'hat could be the situa tion of Lisa s.nd Franzerl? Do 

you thi nk, dear Hedy, that 1·:e wil l hear from the Runes? Today 

I met mother r..xmann, she sends regards to you. Everyb ody is 
-(.!' 

glad that you are t c gether. tlease , don 1 t f orget to send re-

ga!'e s fo r t h e Rosne rs. Aunt Elsa will move to t h e Meis l s on 

November 15tL . Th e l etter of Adolph and you I h av e s::ent to 

Minny ; s h e wanted ag a i n your address. They live i n Bruenn, 

Konigs f el d, Sme t &nov& 41 nov.- , all of them t oge t J:.er. He i nri ch 

!'eached ~ow 70 ye &rs. I enbrace you heart i ly an d k i s s y ou a l l . 

Your M8J11a. " 

No~ fo l low s the l etter . a~ the f atJ:.er . 

"Deares t Hedy , de a!' es t J..dolph ! October 29th , 1 948 

I t i s n o-v: one year s i nc e you .s.nd our sweet Hanne r l 

s t a r t ed the emigra tion on yo~r b i r t h day, from your parents 

home , fr om the place of y our b irth , par t i ng froIT. your b eloved 

h ome to-v:n , \·ii th H&nr:.e r l , d r a\.·: ing away from ·..ls , looking f or a 

n ew aim, with the v i ew at an unk:nOi·:n v.;o r l d and an uncerta i n 

futu~e . You hav e p ~oved you~s elf equal t o y our t a sk , h ave 

knov n how t o a s sert yoursel f with Hannerl s uc c essfully i n a 

strange -v:o!'ld, wh ere t be cha!'!"'. of t he d elightful rlcnnerl mav 
~ v 

t1an e fa cil-itat~d t h e r oi:; c.· . ··a· r ~- ~ ....., t.J" ~ "I .... -. ~ - ~ • - - ~ _. .-. , - ::: c. ~ n e ·~ y , y ou n ave 1 i n e l 1 y 
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succeeded after more than t wo years of hav ing been torn apart, 

after many efforts to get to your husband, with y our child, to 

be united with him and to celebrate your bi ~thday t his year 

on his side, and quieted the lor.ging of dea r Adolph, of course 

with the not yet quieted longing to have y our cear Franzerl 

near y ou, so that the happ~ness of the f~mily i s for the pre-

sent not yet complete. But there is legitimate hope t h at it 

will soo~ be fulfilled. The heartiest congratulations are 

h erewith off ered on your birthday this year, and wishes that 

you may a l ways h ave gladness ~ith husband an d child r en , tha t 

y ou may soon find firm ground and that there may a l1-Jays be 

wi t h y ou ha p) i ness and s a tis f e:.ction, for ~hich all expe ctatio~: 

seem to be present . ,.., . h - h " h. ! :::10, • • eaa ._i g .• A kind fat e may bring i t 

about t ha t y ou will s oon see e:.e:ain your c h ild \·i i th Lisa, t h a t 

v ou w~ll e~brac e Franz~rl. a~i t h a t you will be ab le to guar d 

hi s lif~ and thriving . - ~esi des , i n the face of enorrnous hap -

penings in t :-ie v'o r ld e-n c t he cont i nuous overth ro\-Vs of human 

destini es, one shoul d l ook a t eve r ything mo r e beyond his 0vn 

"3e2.f" and his f'1:1te and the. t o:' his loved. ones s l:.ould not be 

l et corre too close to oneself . One should pe rsev ere , endure, 

and :-"es2.g:r.., v::!. thout l an:ent :. ng: but n o t fo r ge t ting the goodness 

ar:d l ove of hu:-1 3ni ty an d i n tLis way f i ght the b a t tl e of exis -

tence . - We are expect i ng your de t a iled descripticn of the de -

VPlopment of your fur t her p r ogress' how nedy c.nd Hari2' erl ha.ve 

&dapted to t he n eli\· s0rr oun:::.r:g3 ar.d c ircuJns t&nc es , es pee i a l l y 

h8v the golden Hannerl , t~e ~-~ea r old globetr otter inserts 

he r self wi t L Papa and enjo~s ~e r sel~ . ~ e hav e ~e re for a f e~ 

days cold wea t~er. he ar e ~·e : : in our a]a rtmen t, quite corn -

fo...-. : a b l e . Yet.: probs'.Jly he:. ·· e :: :i: l ·,: r...rr-: i<eatLer> and ce-n s till 
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bathe in the ocean. Write about everything and about relativ-

~ I~ es and friends in the U.S.A. Reg&rds to Mrs. Wagner, Mr. Wein-

berg, also to you from many people. Again heartiest birthday 

congratul a tions to Hedy, all conceivable goods. To sweet Han-

nerl thousand pussis. Embracing and ~issin£ you, Papa. 

1r;e ·were quite unhappy th& t we could not do anything abo'_lt 

Lisa and Francis. Hedy had rnet one evening a lady, who had 

her son in Belgium. She spoke about nothing else than her fear 

that the Germans will ge t ~im and that she will never see him 

again. Hedy became very restless from then on &nd was talkiEg 

de.y and night about Frarcis, cried all the time "oring me my 

boy over, bring me my boy over", especially at night. I did 

not know what to do • 

• At about tha t time a letter fro~ Francis came, ~hich ! 

am inse·.-.ting he:-e, with a trans lation i n to English; The let-

ter wa s not dated, written at a ti~e, wh9n he Ka s alre a dy in 

Yice, with Lisa and !aul. It re a ds as follows: 

"Dear Marna and . d e a::- ? a p& ! 

I h a ve now ~as ~e r v&cati on and I a m all day l ong outside 

and ~hen Lisa lea ves, I stay here to play with the children . 

\·,11-e n Lisa come s home again, I j_ on 1 t s h ov up, because other-w ise 

she vJould call me to come in to i rite you a let t er, liJ.:e tod&y. 

In school I wa s the sec ond best of 29 pupils. Lisa had bough t 

~e a book. 3o y ou can se e ho~ Kel l I am off. 

Do y ou be lieve that the r ~ i s 3 o d? I ~~ink it is t he con -

• s ci e nc e , 2.nd i .. :r_en o n e '1-J p::l. ts 7 o do s orr.e t h i ng ·oad, one do e s it 

fast, so t~at nobo1y w ou l ~ s ee it, a~~ causes· pain to on~se l f . 

nm-· s.re y·ou ? I id2.1 :" ro~. no~ · O::J v.-ri te to Hannerl' e2.cl: 
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time Li~a or I will write a letter to you. Thst is my great

est pleasure. Hannerl shoulc dictate to you once a letter 

for me. HaT" .. r1erl 1dll, I hope, be happy with my :Caster egg. 

Did she get there an Easter egg? 

I will have my birthde.y o:i May 1st, a.'rld idll be '1 yeflrs 

old. On whicr floor do you li-;re, Ms.ma? 

Dear ?apa, write to me v e~y soon, because I know that 

Mama· has no time to write. 

Many kisses from Franzi 

and many greetings and kisses :'or Mrs. Dr . .:3axl ." 

/ 

./ 


