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SUCCESS wITE VIPE~IN. 
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I will now go back tc t te descrip tion of my laboratory •• '-'!. wo rk i n Havana, v:hich I h :::.d i~1 t e rrup te d . These v.: er e laborious 

exp e riments with mic e , which I had to buy in pet s hops, b ut 

t !'le"'e v:e r e not too many av ai:!.s.b le and I h ad to pay SO c ents 

per mous e. I needed e ach t i~e at least 20 mice and I h ad t o 

spend many times an amount of t e n dollars or more fo r each 

experiment. It was a t fir s t the whit e po;-.der, v:hith ·v;hich 

I exp e rimented, and I f our:c' ou t t h & t it w& s correct ;,h at I 

had been told in Vienna, t~at it contained in one gramme the 

amount t hat vrnnt into a S-grE.I'im tube of ointment. I als o -

final ly fo und out t h at ·t h e nu.'Tlb er of mouse uni ts per gramme 

was This I could als o co::-if irr.:, v:h e n I extracte d the venom 

f rom a few tubes of o intment , ~hich I had brought with me f r om 

Vi enna , and us ed the ex t ract on mice . 

I n ow knew ~hat I ne ed ed to b e ab l e to produc e t h e oi n t -

P'le nt . Mr . J ohn son a~ain very h e l pful, ~y in~roduci ~g 
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me to Dr. Vieta, who had o~e of the biggest pharmaceutical la-

boratories in Havana. He -..:as _;)rofessor of pharmacology at the 

medical school of the Univers:.ty of Havana. My Spanish was at 

that time already much better, so that I could explain to him 

what I had in mind. He shO\·,·eci great interest and understand-

ing, es p ecially since I ~oul~ sho~ him th~t the preparation 

Viperin was distributec in mar:y countries in Europe, also that 

there were scientific articles published, ~hich sho~ed the good 

results of that medicine. He had at that time an associate, 

Dr. Plasencia, and the laboratory ran under the name Vieta-

Plasencia, and he had to discuss the problem a,;t first with him, 

before he gave me a positive answer. A fev: dt::.ys later, I was 

invited to a conference-, in v:r_ich -, besides Dr. Vi eta and Dr. 

~lasencia the lawyer of the ccnp any, ~ Dr. Rojas, participated • 

The result was that a contrac:: ~as preparec and signet. by all 

participants. I was t o recei7e royalties from all the prepa-

rations sold, as fo.r as I rerrsmoer 6 or 7 fa . I had to perform 

experiments with differ ent ki~ds of snake venom, ~hich had to 

be bought in Central- or ;;)out::-_-.r_Jnerica. Very soon v..e receiv ed 

s mall amounts of venom fro~ a company in Costa Rica, among them 

also venom of _ ;.,hich is con--.mon in that country, 

and I started soon to prep&re the ointment with a Lanolin base. 

I ha~ to test the venom agair: o~ mice to determine the strength 

and the amount that hac to gc :.nto one gra~Jrie of ointment. I 

tried then the oi~tm ent on ~yself &nd other pe op le, in the la-

boratory a s ~ ell as on some ~ o~ ~y fr iends, w~en they had colds, 

the results were excel:e~: . 

to ok reuch ti~e til: t~s co:rr:pa.ny L&d everytl:ing ready, 

tin tubes vit~ t h e name Vi =er~~ ~ri~ted on them, lit t l e box e s 
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for the tubes, instructions ho~ to use the ointment, which had 

to go into each little box, propaganda m&terial, etc. It took 

many months, till the procuct was distributed and sold in phar-

mac ies. I had to pr.epare the ointment in big.ger amounts, in 

the beginning only one or tv:o kilograr.rrns, later up to 5 kilo-

gramms. Soon very favorable results started to come in, also 

publications in medical magazines. I received payment each 

time I delivered a ·oigger amount of the ointment. The first 

payment I receiveci at about the time, v:hen Hedy and Johanna had 

arrived in Havana, and we ~ere very happy with it. 

I had mentioned the lawyer Dr. Rojas, who. had prepared the 

contract between me a nc1 the company Vieta-.i?lasencia. This man 

became very friendly towarc s me a·nd shoi,;ed great inte rest in 

r.:y p e rsonal situation. I told him among otn er things that I 

had a son in France and that I was v er y anxious to get him out 

of there a nd ov e r to Cuba . Ee spoke a b out it t o Dr. Vieta, ~ho 

i n t urn discussed the matt e r with me . Dr. Vieta wa s an i mport -

ant p erson in Havana, at t hat time dean of t he medical sch ool. 

He h appen ed to be a pe rsonal f ri e n d o~ the director of the i m-

migr a t ion d ep artment, Dr. I t uart e , who was a ls o a p~ys ician . 

Ver y soon Dr. Vieta a rrange d a n ap~o~ntment for me with Dr. 

Ituarte, ~ho was v e ry fri~ndly towards me. kS soon a s I arriv-

ed , he took me out to t he seashore, ~hic J was clos e by , a nd 

to ok me along on a big y acht f or a cruis e in the bay of Havana . 

I had t he r e t he op~or tuni ty t o t e ll h i m my s t ory , and he said 

right away that that was not a dif.::'icult problem a nd that the 

vis a for Fr anci s woul ~ b e s e n t ri g~t awa y to th e Cub a n consul 

in Ni c e . I was, of course , ve ry h &P? Y, but was too s h y to a sk 

~im also for a vis a f o r Li sa, had a l sc n ot muc~ chanc e to tell 
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him the complete story. TI'..e :::-esul t was t:ia t the vis a v.:&s 

sent only for Francis. I had thoug_.'1.t that it 1r oul6. not be 

too difficult for Lisa to find somebody in Nice, who wovld 

take Francis along to Cuba. i.isa.. tri ec1 ve!'y hard and con:... 

tacted many people, who were about to leave Nice for Havana. 

But no one of them wanted to take the resppns ibili ty. It was 

l~ter on understandable for us. Travelling from France to 

Portugal was in those days · eno!'mously di ff icul t, especially 

the passage through Spain, which implied changes of trains, 

v:hich were overfilled, making stop s in Madrid and perhaps in 

other cities, etc. So, the whole thing came tg naugh t and v-: e 

we re quite desperate • 



>.'- ...... TT,-.. ,,.':,-.:::' ,.,;, T-;-TTTT , ,, , ~, 

e e 

Fold ers us ed by .th e c omp any Vie t a-Plasencia for the propagatioh of the 
pre para ti on VIPE'RIN l n Cub a. 
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VIPERIN 
• POMADA A BASE DE VENENO DE SERPIENTE, SEGUN MECHNER. 

La preparaci6n Viperin sirve para el tratamiento de los catarros 
de la nariz de todo tipo y es una pomada que se !rota en la pie! de! 
brazo y antebrazo. Consiste en esencia de! veneno de determinada 
variedad de viperidos, emulsionado en un vehiculo graso para facilitar 
la penetraci6n de! ingrediente por la pie!. Es completamenie inofen· 
sivo, pues aparte de! uso externo de la pomada contiene solamente 
una muy pequeiia y bien dosificada cantidad de! veneno. Tambien 
en los niiios se puede usar la pomada sin peligro alguno. 

INDICACIONES: 

Rinitis aguda, rinitis vasomotr~, rinitis alergica (fiebre de! heno), 
rinitis cr6nica hipertrofiante, sinusitis, ocena, jaqueca rin6gena. 

ACCION: 

tos efectos, que son resolutivos y persistentes, estriban en una des· 
'--~gesti6n de la mucosa nasal, que se basa en una constricci6n de 
los vasos pequeiios y capilares y son tan rapidos, que a veces desde 
la primera aplicaci6n disminuye y afut desaparece la secreci6n nasal 
(muchas veces en el curse de pocos minutes): se mejora la respiraci6R 
por la nariz y disminuye y desaparece la jaqueca. Las crisis de es· 
tornudos acaban tambien muy pronto. 

APLICACION: 

Para alcanzar el exito, es muy importante que el medicamento se 
use e n la forma apropiada. Tan pronto como sea posible. despues ,9 los primeros sinto~as . de un ~onstipado, se debe hacer la aplica.' 
_.on de la pomada. L1mp1ando pnmero las monos con agua y jab6n, 
se aplica una tirita de unos tres o cuatro centimetros de longitud, de 
la pomada (en los niiios uno o dos centimetres) en la parte interna 
del bra zo Y antebrazo, exactamente en las proximidades de la flexura 
de! codo. (Vea la figural. 

A continuaci6n se frota la pomada vigorosamente, con tres o 
cuatro dedos, hasta que el sitio de aplicaci6n quede seoo y ligera· 
mente enrojecido, lo cual sucede al cabo de uno o dos minutos. El 
sitio cie aplicaci6n debe ser bastante amplio, digamos de! mediB de! 
brazo al medic de! antebrazo, evitando las. partes muy velludas. 

La aplicaci6n se repetira dos o mas veces per dia, cambiando de 
brazo hasta observar una franca mejoria. Despues se seguira la apli· 
caci6n durante dos o tres dias m6:s. 

RINITIS AGUDA (Catarro ComUnJ: 

En esta afecci6n se obtiene muy rapidamente el . exito cuando se 
siguen las instrucciones anteriores. La rinitis desaparece dentro de 
las 24 horas, hasta un mCrximo de 48 horas. tn muchos cases, cuando 
la pomada se usa al comenzar los primeros sintomas, la rinitis desapa· 
rece despues de una sola aplicaci6n. No obstante, es recomendable 
que se continue con la aplicaci6n durante dos o tres dias mas; asi se 
evitar6 con mas seguridad la recidiva. 

RINITIS V ASOMOTRIZ: 

En esta afecci6n se ha de efectuar un tratamiento algo mas largo, 
y se debe hacer la aplicaci6n mientras subsista el catarro. Afut en 
aquellos cases en los cuales el proceso databa de diez aiios o mas. 
ya dentro de unos dias de! tratamiento con el Viperin se obtuvo un 
alivio, una disminuci6n y afut desaparici6n de la abundante secreci6n 
nasal y de las crisis de estornudos. 

RINITIS ALERGICA (Fiebre del Heno): 

Se C.ebe hacer la aplicaci6n inmediatamente despues de los prill'.l.e· 

ros s intomas, repitiendola varias veces a l dia, hasta que desaparez· 
can todas las maniiestaciones de! proceso. En caso de aparici6n de 
nuevos sintomas, debera frotarse otra vez la pomada'. 

RINITIS CRONICA HIPERTROFIANTE: 

En estos casos bastara usar la pomada una o dos veces al dia. 
Las n::olestias, consistentes en sequedad, obstrucci6n nasal, formaci6n 
d e cos:ras, jaqueca y laxitud general desaparecen la mayor parte 
d e le;; veces con toda rapidez. 

SINUS!T!S: 

S6lo es necesario usar la pomada una o dos veces a l d la .La des· 
congeo:'.6n de le: mucosa nasal que produce el Viperin origina una Ji. 

beraci6n de las aberturas de los senos, permitiendo asi el drenaje de 
la secreci6n purulenta, de~apareciendo per lo tanto la jaqueca. 

OCENA: 

Se t ::: d e e fectuar un tratamiento largo, empleando la pomada una 
;-ez ;x:: aia. Poco a poco disminuye y desaparece la formaci6n de 
costras en la n~..z . as i como la jaqueca y la fetidez. Se observaron 
:nejo:- :<::.> notable s de larga duraci6n e n el estado de hipertrcfia . 

JAQ ~CA RiNOGENA: 

B:::s:::: usar la pomada una o dos veces a l dia. 

?RE5:::'.,-:"AC!ON COMERCIAL: 

E~. t:.tbos de · 5 gramos. 

LABORATORIOS \ IETA-PLASENCIA 
Ave . S. Bciivar ~ein :: :;~o. 

Hob:::::::. 


