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I have set myself on & formiduble undertaking. I was dissatisfied
with thefway T had written some chapters of my blography. Since I Had
done mosﬁ of .the work in a hurry, always worrying that I would not
1ive 1ong-enough to finish the work, I had left out importaent parts
and that I want to correct now,

What I want to do first 1s to show what enormous luck Lisa, raul,
and Franels had, when ev ~ame out of France and over to Cuba, If that

th
(see page 321)
Man AgramontQMin Eavens, Cuba had come to me two nmonths later, or more

exact one month and 17 dayvs later, 1t would have been too late for
Francis, Lisa, and Panl, and they would not be allive today,

I will bring certaln detulls and have therefor

&

to go through -
gome books which I have and esapeciaslly the kool "The Rise and Fall of
L J

rey, from which I will have to cite

Lote

the Third Relch" by Willlam L,
qertain parts.

I have to go back to the German-French armistlice agreement, which
was signed on June 22, 19,0. The meln points viere that the French army
would lay down thelr arms and that the soldiers would hecome prisoners-
of -war 1In Germany and wounlc be sent home after a peace agreement was
signed, which meant, since the Ivas lingered on till 1945, that they
would be kept as war prisoners for 5 vesrs, another more important
point of the armistice sgreecment was that France was divided in two
zones, the occupisd zsone in tiie rcrth,fnﬂ west and the un-occupied
zone in the east and south under the-vigime of Petain with the seat
in Vichy, A third point was that thé french flset would not be used

in the wer and would be stutloned in French ports under German super-

o]

vision, Like almost all of Hitler's promises this one too would be
broken, Thtirench were consldering plans to form a French government-
in~exile 1in French North A4frdcs, the plan being defeuted in the end

not by the Germans but by the Prench dsfeatists Petain, Weygand, wnd
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Lavel. Hitler did not trus® these people and had the idea they will
come over to him and help him fight the Allies,

A fourth point was that all the rcfugees in France had to be dell-
versd to the Germans. This point was not accepted by the French,
Hitler considered them as very dangerous and wanted to get hold of them,
Weygand called this dishonoruvle in view of the French tradition of
tha‘right of asylum, but when It wes discuased the next day the arrogant
general Keilte uculé not 1iat-n to 1ts being deleted. "The German emi-
grees" he shouted were "the groatest warmongers, They must be handed
over at all costs".

A plan under the code vard "Anton
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France,

Hitler was now at thé zenith of his military power with most of
" the Buropean Continent at his feet, his victorious armles stretched
from the Pyrenees to The Arctic Circls, from the Atlantic to beyond

b} £

the Vistula, rested now and rcady for

L)

urther getion, He had no idea
‘how to go on and bring the war to & victorious conclusion, Nor had his
generals, A peace offer to Eagland wus rejectgd. Hitler's spsech weas
a masterpiece and no strings attuched, He Sayé he sees no reason why
this war should go on, "If it does, it's BEnglaendds fault." Landings

by the generals, but given up as too &iffi-
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In England were
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ons
cult to undertake, Gcrrany viedr not prepared for it., The generalsfeared
a colossal debacle and 1t was tamporéfily postponed, Instead a massive
bombardement of KEnglsnd was plsnned te brﬁﬁﬂ Englend down. Thus, at

the heilght of dizzy success, Hitlar and bis captains hezitsted. They
had not thought out the next Stﬁplﬁﬂd how it was to be carried through.
This fateful neglect would prove to be one of the great turning points

of the war and indeed of the short life of the Third Reich and of the

meteoric ¢areer of Adolf Hitler, Fallure after so!many stupendous
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victories was now to ==t in, Peleagucred Britain, now holding out alone,
‘girdcd herself with what amall means she had for the German onslaught
at the summer's end.

Thus, though Hitler had put off a decision on the invasion, he
had by no means abandoned it, Give the Luftwaffe another few days to
finish off the R,A.F. and demorelize London, and the landing then could
take place, I% would bring fin2l victory. 30, once agaln all depended
on Goering's Air Force.

Thore cémc bad times for #ﬁ? Germang, flrst the Yreakdown of the
army at Stalingrad with a loss of 1% million troops and enormous
stretches of territory and =eccond the leosz of the Rommel army in North
Africa, In sddition, a huge Britlsh expeditionary force, consisting
of hundreds of ships leaded with troops and war matebiel, which had
come from England, went Into the Mediterranean and had sterted to land
troops in Algiers. 1t was the right moment to intercept the rest of

the retreating Rommel army, vhich had been beatsn at E1 Alamein by the

British under generals Montgemery und alexandeor, ~ R o
7 % In-that bad situation Hitler could be helped by getting command

of the French fleet; it would have amounted to a turning point, the
regain of power in the Mediterranian,
Now to the main part of my task, The date of the signing of the

armistice agreement was June 22, 1940, It wes broken on November 10,

P41, when the Germans invaded the un-occupied part of France and went
south.in a hurry to the cvtsklrts of Teoulon, where the French fleet

was tied up since the armistice., On ths 27th of November 1941 German
“troopsiattacksd Toulon, but French sallors held them up long enough to
allow the crews, on the order of adriral Jsleborde to scuttle the ships,
The French fléct was thua lost to the axis, which buadly needod its war-

ships in the Medlterranlan, but it was denied elso to the Allles, %o

whom 1t would have been a mcst valuszble addition.
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Wif% the invasion of the un-ocauplLad zone of Frsnce by the Germund
the terror started for the thousands of Jews, German, Austrian, rolish,
Hungarian and for the French Jeus too., Very few survived, after having
been Pounded up and .shipped to the exterminatlon camps in roland, The
Germans had some Jews irn jails and they were the first to be deported.
Hedy's cousin Jagues EZicgler, who was in Vienna director of the Roth-
child Bank was taken awsy and 30 were his wife Trude and daughter Dorli,
Some people in Buthern Frences Who could make 1t to the Swiss border,
could &scapc. Paul Rosegg wed plso one of the lucky ones, we had sent
hih 8 Cuban wisa, vhich he plcled up in Carnes, He was supposed to re-
glster with the police, but he Jdid not do it and moved to another
place for the last few davs, so that the police would not find him,

He was luck& to get on a shtpiin Marséillé, which went to Morocco, and
there he got on another boat which went to Cuba, Less lucky were three
other relatives of Hedy, who were in Nlee, The parents of-Erich &nd John
Forster and Erich himself were picked up by the police, at first Erich
and his motheriiEXsa were plcked up in the street, Erich's father, wor -
ried that they did not come home, went the next dey to the police to

ask what had happened to them and he was there arrested and never seen
again, Erich has a terrible story to tell, how he and his mother were
deported to Poland into e exbtermination esmp, but that he, being joung
and’strong,.mﬁs separated from her and put irto a slav¢41géggu9{ where
he survived, Towards'thé end of the wsr, the Gsrmans emptied the camps
befofé thc Russians ar»ived, snd the internees had to march for days
with rest/pcriods at nigﬁt  "Once they were put in s uvig barn, the doors
locked froﬁ outside and ths Larn put or flrs, The Germans were-outside
shooting at some who succecded to get out, Erich, young and strong
could ‘swing himself up on beams Lo a window high up and got out, let-
ting himself fall down to the ground and crawling into something like

+

a pilgsty, They shot at him and hs got away with a wound iﬁ the groin,

)
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When he arrived in the United States, his wound in the groln was still

open and I removed a tlny peace © ne, probably loosened by the bullet

7

from the crest of the pelvis, He 1is now professor for chemistry at
o7

Rutgers University, hezad of a lémily cf/n.lc znd 6 wbnderfmnl children,
The story of'the finsst'of the French police; I would like to read a
book about them,

Now back to my main task, I don't remember the exact date when Mr,
Agramonte came to me the first time. T remember that he came 10 days
later, when I went with him to the denutist and after that about three
weaeks later to tell me that ne was cured, that the atbtaciks of trigeminus
neuralgia had not come back anymore and that I then went with him to a
notary public, from there toc the iImmigration department and then .
to the 3tate Departmant, wvhich sent the ceble to the Cuban consul in
Nice. - Thls date I have because T hawe ths cooy of the telegram which

I had sent on the same day to Lisa to !nlocrm hoer that the telegram to the

Cuban consul in Nice is on its way, The date is the 21lst of April 19L1,

On tte 21st of May,1941 I recelived & tslesgrem from Lisa, in wvhich she

informed me theat the telegram had not arrived yet, I went to the State

Department, and they found out or perheps knew already that the first

telegram which they had sentio Nice could not have arrived, because they

had sent it by mistake to FNice and the Cuban consul was not in Nice, but
They now sent another % CL(UP”M to the comsul in Cannes,

in Cannes On June 1utn I received agsin a telcgram from Lisa, in which

she notifled me that the telegram had not arrived yet. One more telegram

ood news that the visaan had

fie

arrived from Lisa, dated June 21 with the |
arrived, That we were very unhappy on account of these delays is under-
standable, Ve were also 1n contact with Lise by writing frequently to
her and receiving letters Trom her, assuring vs that they were in con-
tact with the orgsnization Hiecem in Marseille and that they will procure
the voyage passes for them wiihout hsving to pay anything, The next tele-

‘q ¥

gram from Lisa came on Angust litth, which saild thet they got the tickets
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for the next ahip but that ths date was uncertain, All.thdsesdates
show how slowly progresss was made, It took from April 21 tillAugust
14 that fhey got the tickstz for the boat, L month in all and they
still did not ¥now when they would get on a boat, According to an
addition to my biography, written by Lisa, they were in September still
in Nice. They got on the boat "Villa de Madrid" on October 1lst and

arrived in livara on COctober 12th, They must have lef't France on or

about Septcmber 23rd and it tcok them one week to get to Lisbon,

. This is the date I wanted to find, which shows that they had
left France L7 days or ons month snd 17 days befores the German invasion
of the un-occupied zone., The vsricus delays with the visa and the
tickets for the boat could have msant dlssster, Tho.first ¥isa-tele-
gram was sent on May 21 and the real order to write the visa arrived
on June 21, It took another 5l duys till they got the tickets for the
boat and another 39 duays till theyleft France. There must have been «

Guardlan Angel at work, who saved thelr livesz,
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Thr armen Schwerhoerigen,
Ihr Nichtswisser, Ihr die
Niemals etwas hoertet von
Gaskammern, von Millionen
Morden,

Die nierials Eure Maenner,

Eure Vaeter fragtet: "Wie

Viele hast Dy heute umgebracht,

wie viele Frauen, wie viele Kinder?
Wo hast Du u«ll das Geld her,

All die schoenen Kleider, all

Die Oelgemsaelde, das Klavier?"

Ihr Armen, Ihr wusstet nichts,
Thr ffagtet nicht,

Ihr koennt sagen: "Ach wie schoen
Ist das Leben, Das Reisen, der
Wagen, das wunderbare Essen und
Die Stadt ohne Juden, Wir haben
Reine Haende,"

INNOCENCI

You poor hard-of hearing,

You not-knowers, you who never
Heard anything about gas-chambers,
About millions of killings.

Who never asked your husbands, your
Fathers: "How many did you kill today,
How many women, how many children?
where did you get all that money from,
All the fine cloths, all the oil
Paintings, the piano?"

You poor souls! You did not know
Anything, you did not ask,

You can say: "Oh how beautiful is life,
travelling, the car, the fine food,
And the city without Jews. We have
Clean hands,"



