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FURTHER EVEl\TTS ON THE WARSCENE. 

I had discontinued the eescriprti on of major event s 

in the v'ar after the attack . o:' ?eo.rl narbor, · a s · continuoufi de-

scription of my own ·affairs and those of my fami ly would have 

been difficult to ma i ntain . ! now bring these majo r events 

i n t he war i n chronological I had mentioned some of the 

events in the far s erious reverses, first of the Ame ric &n 

navy, a lso of the English navy, then revers es of Japan in sea 

battles. In t he great offensive of the Ge r mans took 

them deep into th e Caucasus and they also crossed th e Don Ri -

ver a nd op ened an offensive against Stal ingrac on the Volga 

c:i· r. t 'I. _ ver on h.u gu s c__, _ / J... a:::d 3ri ti sh sup _.)l ies \·.ere 
( 

sh i D:Js d to qu_s s ia b y r a i 1 r e &d :t: r ou ;::.:r. Iran. The Ge r rians ha c 



c-
(ff __ _ 

The map shows the limits of axis expansion in August F rom 
then on t he area of German domir.c.t ion dininished in s ize gradually. 
The re vrns at !'irst the battle c..t .Stalingrad (unde rline d r ed ) c;.nd:.. 
as f, result of it the 1-..-i thdrawc.l of t he Germc.ns "'' i t:n t;r-ea t loss es 
from large areas of Russ ia. Socr. &ft e r v.- ards, the<' rtmerica.ns landed 
in Nor th&fr i ka, fror:; c..n eno r mous floti lla of 
wa!'ships and a large arr:;y snd at the s e_me time the English under 
I-lor:.tgome::-"y attac ked at :C::l Alamei::: ( U..,!derlined red ) in .i:::e;y.i:-lt and 
drcve tl1e Germans und e r t oi·-c. rds Tunisia and the a dv anc ing 
.Americ ans . The Germans und e r coul c not the Mediterra-
nian 3ea and annihilat ed . t he Germans lost a.11 
the te rritories Af ric a . followed shortly the 
ir:vasio::-i of Sicilv a.nd Italy ':J v : :n e a nd British forces. 
The map shows :: prevdiled in June 1944, short l y 
b e fore t he of t he 3ritish under 
ir._ No rtr.e rn France und the libe:'."s. :io::-1 Clf FrE..r.ce and. nelgium that 
fol :1._c1i-1 ed . 
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forces counterattacked northeast of Stalingrad and ten days 

later op ened a seQprtd thrust southeast of the city. -It v:E:.s 

enormous pincer r.iovernent, 1··hich resulted in a ceba.cle for the 

Germans. 22 German divisions were cut off at Stalingrad and 

500.000 men i-:ere killed and captured. On November 8th, 1942, 

American and British expeditionary forces , landed in French 
•' 

North-Africa in the greatest amphibious invasion hitherto 

tempted, with alltogether 850 ships. At about the same time, 

Allied forces under general Bernard Montgomery started an offen-

sive in El Alamein in Egypt against the German forces under ge-

neral Rorn..rnel, resulting finally in the annihiJ..a ti on of the Ger-

man forces. Following that, anc Canadian 

forces invaded Sicily On July 10th, 194 3 and on September 3rd 

crossed the Straits of Messina and l and ed in southe rn Italy. 

La t er, b i gger con ti nge nts of troops l a nde d south of Rome. On 

June 6 t h , 194L , Al l i ed f orces l a nd ed ir:: North ern Franc e near 

Che r bour g , an enor mous und e rtaking naval s upport, 

a n armada of i.1000 sl: i ps and ov e r l ·) . 000 ai r craft. They s uc c e ed-

ed to oc c u py v i t h i n a a strip of be e.ch , 6 0 mile s long . 

The b eachhead was late r e nlc.rged i r:: sev e r e fighting . Ch er oOt;. ::-' g 

was t aken , la te r Ca en. In anoth er ar,ph ibious op eration, the 

Allies effec t ed successful landings on t h e French Mediterranean 

coas t bet-v:een Marseille and Nice. The Germc:..ns 1-rnre t h ere on 

th e run . On Augu s t 24 t h , 1944 , the citizens of Paris rioted 

a gainst German forces of as Allied armed d ivisions 

cros s e d t h e Sein e and ap proacte d t he capita l. French Forces 

t':-:e :'.: ::.i t e ri or, v.'l:ich Lad 'J een o r ga:niz ec' for unde r ground r e -

s i s t anc e a nd sup p l i ec' '. i t h s. rr.:s . r ose a ga i nst t n e r e t r e e. ti n g 

Ge r ma ns . On Se p temb e r 2n f , fc rces , La d p enetrated 
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into Belgium, liberated Brussels. On September 12th , the A.meri-
, 

can First Army crossed the German frontier near Eupen and north 

The American Seventh and French First 1-1.rmies, Sv. e ep -

ing up the Rhone Valley from beach.heeds on the Riviera 

coast, joined the American Third Army at Dijon. The r.merican, 

Erotish, . and French were in liberated 

France for an assault on Germany. 

Th e German Supreme Gornrnande r in the West, general Karl 

von Rundstedt, under orders from Adolf Hitler, dislocated Al-

lied preparations by a sudden drive against thinly held Arneri-

can lines in t he Belgian and Luxemburgh Suffering 

heavy los ses, the Allied forces driven back to the Meuse , 

but t!:.ey rallied to att&ck strongl y on both sides of the 11 bu1ge" 

and the Germans were ch ecked before tbe close of December. With 

"'Che op ening of 19l.S , the Ar.ie ricc;,.n, .i:)ritish, and French c: rives 

into Germany from the West, coorf inated the ra)id and pow -

erful qussian thrus ts from tt.e Danube Valley , .?o land, anci :2:.ast 

irussia, fused into one vast operation. 

Milit&ry sup Jlies from Great 3ritain and the United 3taL,es 

h&d materially to a r m the l.ussian forces fo r the cam-

pa ignes of 19h3. Part of the by northern convoy 

routes to Archangel, part in 8us sian ships to Vladivostok, part 

via the Persian Gulf. Shipments t :C-"rough Iran increased to 

10 0 ,.J OO tons E:.. Il'.:Onth .by autu.niJ1 of consisting of 6 )00 air -

138.000 motor vehicles, of steel, and indus-

trial rna cr_ inery for .:lov i e t arrns fact o::' i es . 1mglo-.nrn E-. rican 

t ombing was crippli ng in6ust::'r, the 

of ; l an es, dep r i vi n g of the ir s uµer! o -
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On November 6 th, Kiev was recc..? tured. In :March l 9..i4- , the Rus-

sian drive b rough t to t he borde r. 

During t h e last u :mont hs of f i ghting, All ied ai r squad-

rons roruned Germany almost at ,,:ill, destroy i ng cornJTiunications' 

, obliterating plants and stores, and y,; reck ing many of the re-

maining German aircraft on t l:.e g round, they lay helpless 

for lack of fuels and repairs. Opening a drive into 

Poland, the Rus sians took s wept into CrakoK and Lodz 

and by February 20th were 30 miles of Berl in. 0n Fe-

bruary 7th, the Yalta Conferer:ce took place between President 

Roos evelt, Prime Minister C::hu.:-chill, and Marsba ll Stalin, to 

plan the final d efe a t and of Germany . At that time , 

the Unit ed States Th ird Arrny cro s sed the Ge rman frontier 

at ten poin t s anc' cont i Y'.uec :'...: :; advanoe tov-;ar c t he Va lley , 

entered Trier and Cologne. 37 Apr il 11th, the United States 

9th h.?:Tiy had re &chec t he E2.b e ::iver . Ei ght d&ys l ater, t he 

-quss i ans fough t their way intc 3erlin, and advance un its of the 

and Bussian armies on the Elbe at Torgau. The 

Ger man divisions in Italy sur :-ende red. 

Pre s i dent had a Keeks befo r e on April 

12th, 19h5 , and Earry S . 'l :--ur.c.:: bec arr;e p r esident . Mu s solini, 

trying t o esc ape into Switzer:and , was cap ture d and shot by 

Itali an Ant i-Fasci st partisars on April 23th, and rtdo l f Eitler 

cornrr:i tted suicide on o r c.bou: 2·iay 1st in the Re ichs chancelle r y 

• -· 1 • in !jer_1n . On Viay 8 th, 'l'rum.s..n for the 1.Tnited .States 

and Prime Vinister Churchi:l : J r Great rlrit a in t he 

e::id. o f t!-: e ><ar ir.. .Sur cpe (V-: Jay) .. .:i.n Allied Cont r ol Comrrdt -

tee, inclucinr Ge!le ral Dwi.:-:i: J , EisenY.oi,,,er, Field Harsho.11 :Sir 
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full control throughout Germany. German territory was delimi-

ted in four zones of occupc..tion under American, nritisl:, Rus-

and French military 

Important parts of the v ere not ihcluded in this de-

scription of the war, since i t would have required much work 

anc discontinuation of the far,ily v:hich was the main 

object. Not included was the naval war , the war in Asia and 

in the Pacific, which ended with the surrender of Japan, after 

two atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

In the aftermath of the the United Nations Organizat-

ion v-;as formed as of October 2.J. t ::-i , 1945, and !:he first session 

of the U. N. General Assembly O?ened in London on January 10th, 

wi th 51 nations On July 29th, 1946, a peace 

conference of the 21 nations, ;.,:hi ch waged ·var against the A.Xis 

in met at Paris to discuss the draft treaties for peace 

-v:i th Italy, Ruriania, Hungar y , 3ul gar ia, and Finland. On Fe-

bruary 10th, 1947, the Peace were signed in Paris. 

Italy lost 4 small bor6er regions to Fr ance , he r Ac riatic Is -

lands, and most of Venetia Giulia t o Yugoslavia, and the Dod e -

Islands to Greece. Sh e also lost the sov ereignty over 

the Nor t h - African c olonies anc agreec to t h e creation of the 

Free Territory of Trieste, and also to the payment of 36 0 

mil l ion in reparations. RtiJllar:ia lost .i3e ssarabia and the No.r -

thern to the Soviet but received back all of 

Trans ylvania. Finland ceased port of ?etsamo, h i gh up in 

the No rth, to the Sovi e t Ur.io :-_, On .ttp ril 4th , 174':7, the Horth 

J-1. t la:r. t :_c 'T re aty was signed :i.r. ·. :s.2hir:gton by the foreign minis -

::ers o:' Gr ec.. t .Bri ta i. :n, Fra:::ce} the Iietherlc..nos, Lux em -

80-..:-;g , I taly, ? ortuga ::._, De::-_::-'l t:.::-· c:, Iceland, Ko rwei.y , t h e Un i ted 
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States, and Canada. It for mutual assistance against 

aggression within the At lantic area s.nd for close colla-

boration in matters of military training, arms and 

strategic planning, under the direction of , the North ,... tl&.ntic 

Council. General Dv:ight D. Eis en..h. ower was ap ,Jointed corr..r...ander 

in chief of the No rth Atlantic Treaty forq es, with h eadquarters 

in Paris. 

With the total defeat of the Hitler regime, no German go-

vernment remained. Instead supreme authority was vested in an 

Allied Control Council of Great Britain, France, the United 

States, anc3 the Soviet Union. Each of these p,ov- ers ad..rninistered 

its occupat ion zone, vith the Soviet Union bolting the re-

g i on east of t he Elbe. -· The former capital , Be rlin, was like-

wise divided into four sectors. 

Th e most immedi 8. te measu ::-- e s o f the vie t o rs ,. ere conc erned 

v·.· i th th e li ouida t i on of t hs Nazi sys tern . un November 20th, 

1 9!.l.5 , the trial of m& j o r T;e:. zi le:::...de rs opened at Nuremoerg o ef ore 

an Inter-Alli ed Tribunal. evidence was presented to 

p rove the plotting o f aggressive warfare , the ext e r mination of 

civilian populati ons ( especially the Jews), the wides p read use 

of sl a ve labor , the looting of occup ie d countries, and mblt ree:.t-

ment and of prisoners of war. A complete description of 

tl:.e war with al l details is containec in the book 11 The Rise and 

Fal 1 of t he Third Rei ch" by k il lian L. .Shi r e r , the r ead ing o f 

v.1h ich I recommend to those who are i nterested i n it. I have 

a dded here cop ies of a f ev· of the 1 as t pag e s of t t.o. t bo ok E..S 

the y c ontain the sentences r:eted out i n Nur embe r> g , and I am 

c iting her e of these J &kes: 
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fidgeting nervously, they rio longer the arrog&nt lead-

ers of old. They seemed to be a drab assortment of mediocri-

ti es. It seemed difficult to grasp that such men, last 

you had seen them, had yielded monst rous po"'er, thht such 

as they could conquer a great nation and most of Europe. 

There were t1r;enty-one of them in · the ; dock. (Dr. Rooert Ley, 

pead of the Arbeitsfront, who was to have been a defendant, had 

hanged himself in his cell before the trial began. He had made 

a noose from rags torn from a towel, which he had tied to a toi-• 
let pipe). There were Goering, eighty pounds lighter than .when 

last I h e d seen him , in a faded Luftv.:affe Fithout insig-

nia ..... 1iuc,olf Hess, wh o had beeff tr.e Numbe r Three man before 

h is flight to :2ng-land, -hi s face nm · er.aciated, his deep-set 

eyes staring vacantly into s pace, feigning amnesia but leaving 

no doubt that he was a broken man .•..• at last 

s h orn of his arroFance and his looking pale, bent 

and beaten •..•. Keitel, who had lost :-.is jaunt i ness; Ro senberg, 

the muddlec party 11 philosopher, " v:!-.orr. the events v.:hic h had 

b r ought him t o this place appeared n ave awak ened to reality 

at last . iuli us Streiche r, the Jei·: - bai t er of Nuremberg, "'as 

there. This sadist and pornographer , I had onc e seen 

striding through the streets of the old tm.n bran(ishing a 

whip, seerr:ed to have v.:il te d . A decrepit-looking old man, 

he sat perspiring profusely , at t he judges and c onvinc -

ing h imself - so a guard - that t riey all 

Jews. Ther e was ?ri tz Sau ckel, tt. e boss of s lc;.ve lci.bor in tLe 

Th ird Reich, t.is narrow li t tl e eyes giving him a porcine 

He seenef n e r vous , t o and fro . Next to 

him von the Hit l e r You th ana 
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later Gauleiter of Vienna, more American by blood than German 

and looking like a contrite college boy who has been kicked 

out of for some folly. 'l'here was Walthe r Funk , the_ 

shifty-eyed nonentity ·1--'ho had succee.ded Schacht . And there 

was Schacht himself, who had spent t he last months of the 

Thira as a prisoner of hi s once revered Fuehrer in a c on-

centration camp, fearing execution any day, and who now bristl-

ed indignation that the Allies should try him as a 

crirninal. Franz von Pap en, rnore responsible th&..n any other in-

dividual in Germany for Hitler's coming to paver, had been 

rounded uo and rcade a defenda!'lt. He seemed mu.ch aged, but the 

look of the old fox, wh o had escaped from so many tight fixes, 

was still imprinted face. Neurath, Hitler's 

first Foreign Minister, a German of tbe o l d school, with few 

convicti ons ane littl e integrity, se emed utterly bro ken . Not 

Speer, who made most straightforward i mpre ssion of all and 

·who during the long t rial spoke r.:. onestly and with no attempt to 

s h irk his re sponsi t i lity and his guilt. Seyss -Inquart, the 

.'ius trian qui s 1 ing , wa s in t h e dock, as v.: ere Jodl CJ. nd the tv. o 

Grand Acmirals, Raeder a nd Doenitz - the l a tter, the s uccess or 

t o tl::.e F'uehr e :', looking in his store suit for all tLe 1.: o rld 

li ke a shoe cl e r k . 'I'here was K&..l tenorunr1er, the bloody sue-

cessor of " Hangman Reydrich," -....: ho on the stand 1'-:ould deny all 

his crimes; and Hans Frank, t he in io lbnd , 

would admi t s ome of h is, hc.ving b c: come in the e nd cont rite &nd , 

as he sai6, having rediscov e r ed God, fo r g ive n e ss he begg-

ec ; anC. ?ric k , as brink cf d e ath &s he 

bsen in life . And fin &lly Frit zs c h e, had & cEr -

rea r as e r ad i o t e csuse t i s v o i c e r e semb l ed t h&t o f 
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Goebbels, who had made him an offici&l in the Minis-

try. No one in the courtroom, including Fritzsche, seemed to 

kn o-w why he was there - he was too small a f r y - unless it vi ere 

as a ghost for Goebbels, and h e was c.cqui t -ted. So i,.:ere Schacht 

and Papen. All . three later drew stiff pris on sentenc es from 

German denazification though, in 'tbe end, t hBy served 

very little time. - Seven defendants at Nurembe rg drew prison 

sentences: Hess, Raeder, and Funk for life, Speer and Schirach 

for t wenty yea rs, Neurath for fifteen, Doenitz for ten. The 

other s were to death. 

At eieven minutes past 1 A.M. on Rib-

bentrop mount ed the gallows in the · execution cha.mber of the Hu -

remberg prison, anc he ·t-1 as followed at shor t intervals by Keitel, 

Kaltenb runne r, Rosenberg, Frank, Streich er, .Seyss-Inc;_ua rt, 

Sauckel and Jodl . But not by Hermann Goering . He 

the hangr.:an. T-wo hours befo::"e turn V'Oul d have come he swa.1 -

l owed a vial of poison that had been snuggled into his cell. 

Li k e his Fuehre r, l-'f o lf Ei t l e ::", and h:!. s r i vs.l for t :-i e s ucc es s -

ion, He inrich HimFler , he had succ e edef at the la.st i n 

choos ing the way i n ·v:h ich he 'l>·ould de.r:Ja rt t h is eartt., on hhic .h 

he, like t 1:.e ot"'.'""er t1,:o, h &.d r.:.ade such a r::ur de rous 

A t r ial of 28 alleged war criminal s wa s conduc ted (1946 -

1 9+7) by an e leven-nation tri buna l in Tokyo . Evidence similar 

to that presented against the Nazis brought death sent ences to 

Tojo and others . The U.S. Sup reme Court r efused an appeal, ba. -

sed on the gr ounds that th e court was 

Although exac t s t&tistics are not availab l e , it is es tirrated 

tha t by l SSO about 8 000 p e r sons ve re 8nd abou t 2000 exe -

C'J"'.:"eC. . C:' 7"': 8 Gerrc.n v;a :r c -ri:' i nc..ls , ::l.uC:o l ::.'"' Eess wc:.s convict e d 
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to lifetime prison ana is still a prisoner in Spandau near 

Ber l in in the Rus sian zone of occupation . 

That Mussolini and his mistress were near the 

Italian-Swiss borfer, when t hey tried t o escape to Switzerland 

and killed by a firing squad, I may have mentionec ·already. 

The bodies of both wer e brought to hanged by their 

feet, with the heads down, in the center 6f t he city . 

I n France, Marshal l ?etair: was condemned to death, but on 

account of his high age the sentence was commuted to life impri -

sonment. But Pierre Laval received a death sentenc e, and was 

executed by a firing squad. _,. 

In Germany, in adc i ti on to the 22 top crirlii nals, thous ands 

of lesser Nazis Fere re-moved from - office and held for trial. 

The Control Council approved the of 6,650.000 Germans 

from ;..1-ls tria, Eungar y, ':'checr,c3 ::'._ ovakia, .2oland, and the German 

region beyond the Gd er-Neisse line, had been handed to 

?e land at th e rotscia.rn Cionfere::-.ce, pending ct f in&l jJec.Ce settle-

ment . The International r:::'rib:..:.nal e. t announced its 

cecisions on Se::;tember J Oth, : ;L6 . Tr.e Naz i Leaders:r: ip Corps, 

the S .S., t he f olice, and found cri -

th e S . A., the c abinet , and t he Gene -

ral Staff accuitted. 

The conferences for a peace agreement with Germany a 

long - c'rawn affair. There v.-as the Pc tsdam Conference on July 

17th to fl.ue;ust 2r.d, 1 9h) , i::.: i--:C. ich ? resident Truman, ? rime Mi -

r: is te::-- Ch 1J. !'Chil l , and General:ss i mc Stalin _t->&rticipe:_ted . For 

Ge r J""la ny the deci s i ons ir::)li ed : l) Disc..rMa..'llen t "'--nd ci e -

2) Jocialis t 
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ideal s ; 5) tora ti on o f l oc s. l s elfg ov e rr.JTJ ent and d emocratic 

p o l i t ical p a rti e s; 6 ) Freecom of s peech, p r es s, r e li gion. 

Economic restricti o ns ir-?li e d: 1) ?roh i b i tion cf the m& nu -

f a cture of war materials; 2) Controlled p r o duc t ion of me tals, 

chemicals, and machinery essen tial to wa r; 3) Decen tr a liza ti on 

of Gerrnc.n cart e ls, s y ndic&. tes, and etc. Th e Conf er ence 

further ordained "th at Germany be comp e lled to comp e n sate to 

t h e g reatest possi ble extent for t h e loss and suffering that 

she h as caused to the United Na tions ••.• " There -v.- er e disagree-

me n ts between Russia and t h e Allies in the confere nces 

whi ch fol lo'V\ ed. .,. 



List of me b(!r::> of our 1' aillily who v. el"td 

murcer d Dy thA Nazis . 

1 . 
2 . 
3. 
!+ . 
5. 
6 . 
7. 
8 . 
9 . 

10 . 
11 . 
12. 
13 . 
14 . 15 . 
16 . 
17. 
18 . 
19 . 
20 . 
21 . 
22 . 
23 . 
24 . 
25 . 
26 . 
21 . 
28 . 
29 . 
30 . 
31 . 
32 . 
33 . 
34 . 
3"5 . 
36 ., 
37 . 
38 . 
39 . 
40 . 

clr st Goldsohrnie 
Olga (Olli) Goldsehmieci 
Anna (A nie) Goldsohlttied- Vemes 
Josef Verrees 
K rl L::i:ndler 
Elsa Lnndler 
Grete 
Karl N nstatl and 1 child 
Mimlie La ler-Feld a n 
Erwin Feldman 1 child 
Lisa Ronig- Puoh2 
Ku.rl F'uchs and 1 child 
Ceoilie ( 01111) ff ak 
.3111.on Ha nak 
Els Honig- Zie£1er 
Jaques 
'Trude Z1 egl er 
Dorli Ziegler 
ToDi Ziegler 
Otto acher 
.i£rw i ti gl e X' 

Therese (Terry) Ziegl r · Tugemdhat 
Dr . 
R&gi (Gina} Ziegler 
Rosa 
Hi ld a Aiegler 

Ziegler-Taemzep 
y Ziegler- Meisl 

Vi<:llt.er Meisl 
Cle etine Ziegler- «usserl 
Susi riser 
Dr . Pei gold 
Elsa Schaefer-Feingold 

P.rlriser 
Max Lu..x 
Mi tz.t elm.aeher 

Knoepf 
Eras t .. {noep.f ;!lmacher 
Am"'lie Sr>u 11-r:.r<-<US 

Martin 3obel 
Clara ..:>obel 
Ignaz drUJ!or .. b 
E.lae 

List of ot our fWl'!ily who had survived the 
of 

1. Srich Forster 
2 . Ditti 
3. Gus ta.v Cur-tf.fr ' s 2 Oetught e r-s 
4. Ziegler 
5. Anny Lux 
6 . l!.'l l ,:n Lux 
7. Reni> Meisl 
8 . &."l Hos egg, .P;.. ul ' s mother 
9 . P[1Ul 1 s uncle 
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The map of Europe in 1964 shows the big changes which resulted from the 
Second World War. The biggest loser was Germany, which lost i of its 
territory in the East, the provinces of East Prussia to Poland and Russia 
and t h e provinces of Pomerania and Silesia to Poland. Of the 3/4, which 
remained, 2/4 became West-Germany and t East Germany. The biggest winner 
was Russia, which regained the province of Bessarabia from Rumania and 
also large provinces in the West, which were autonomous after the 
World War, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, parts of the provinces of Gali-
cia, which had belonged to Poland, parts of Finland, the Northern Bukowina 
and East Prussia. Tchechoslovakia reg&ined t h e Sudetenland. The newly 
f ormed country Yugoslavia consisted of Serbia, Croatia and Slavonia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and parts of Rumanian and Hungarian territory. 
Hungary lost a great part of its territory to Tchechoslovakia, Rumania,and 
Yugoslavia, a small part also to Russia, the so-called Carpatho-Ukraine. 
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cal k d in his two remaini ng women secretaries and handed them capsules 
or 1'oiso11 to use if th ey wished to when the barbari an R ussians broke in. 
1 f \\'as sor ry. he said. not to be able to give them a better farewell gift, and 
h. : xprc :-sed hi s appreciatio n for their Jong and loyal service. 

F h ' ning h;-id now come, the last of Adolf Hitler's life. He instructed 
1- ___ 1 Junf:e. o ne o f hi s secre ta ries, to destroy the rem ai ning pape rs in his 

_- , :rn d he sent out word that no one in the bunker was to go to bed until 
f. : :·: h.:: r ordl' rs . This was in te rpreted by all as meaning that he judged 
ti:: time h:::d come to make hi s farewells. But it was not ·until long after 
i: ·'.-::ii:-=!ii. :it about 2:30 A.JV!. of April 30, as several witnesses recall , that 
th: Fu:hrc r emerged from hi s private quarters and appeared in the general 

ra5s::ige . ,,·here some twenty persons, mostly the women members 
0f hi < cn10 ura!!e. we re ;1s<c mblccl. H e walked down the line shaking hands 
\\-it h an d mumbli ng a few words that were inaudible. There was a 
he :"J fJ Im of moi sture o n hi s eyes and, as Frau Junge remembered , "they 
seemed to be look ing far away, beyond the walls of the bun ke r." 

;\ ftcr he retired . a curi ous thing happened. The tension which had 
been building up to an a lmost unendurable point in the bunker broke, and 
seve ral pe rso ns we nt to the canteen-to dance. T he weird party soon 
bcc:-imc so noisy that \\'Ord was sen t from the Fuehrer's qua rte rs requesting 
m ore qui et. The Russians might come in a few ho urs and kill them all-
tiH H1gh mos t of th em we re already thinking of how they could cscapc-
but in the mea ntime for a brief spe ll , now that the F uchrer's st ri ct control 
ul' liI L·ir li ves was uvc r. liI L·y wo uld seek pleasure where and ho w they 
c"1dd find ir. T lw S<' ll <e' n f relid among these peorlc seems to have been 
' ' " " """"" :11H I 1111-_1 tl :11111 ·d 1111 th111111•.h !In· lli /', hl. 

Not llnnna nn . Thi s mu rky man still had work to do . His own prospccls 
fo r surv iva l seemed to be diminishing. There might not be a long e no ugh 
inln\':li hct\\TC' n the 1-uchrer's death and the nrrival of the Russinn s in 
which he cou ld cscnpe to Docnitz. lf not, while the F uehrer still li ved and 
thu s c lo tl1 cd his onlcrs with a uthori:y, Bormann could at least exact further 
reve nge o n the "t raitors." He d ispatched during this last night a furth er 
m essage to Docnitz. 

D OEN ITZ ! 

Our impress ion grows da ily stronger th ;i t lhe divisions in the Berlin theater 
have been standing idle for several days. All lhe reports we receive a re con-
troll ed, suppressed , or distorted by Keitel .. . The Fuehrer orders you lo 
proceed a l once, and mercilessly, aga inst all trnitors. 

And then , though he knew that Hitler's death was only hours away, he 
adlfed a pos tscript, " The Fuehrer is alive, and is conduct ing the defense 
of Be rl in.·· 

J3 ut Be rlin 11·as no lo nge r defe nsible. The Russians a lready had oc-
cupied a lmost a ll of the ci ty. lt was now merely a question of the defense 
of the C!iancc llc ry. It tPO was doomelf, as Hi.Ier and Borm a nn learned 

.... "''"' 
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a t the situation conference at noon on April 30, the last that was ever to 
take place. The Russians had reached the eastern end of the Tiergarten 
and broken into the Potsdamerplatz. They were just a block away. The · 
hour for Adolf Hitler to carry out his resolve had come. 

His bride apparently had no appetite for lunch that day and Hitler took 
his repast with his two secretaries and with his vegetarian cook, who per-
haps did not realize tha t she had prepared his last mea l. While they were 
fini shing their lunch at about 2 :30 P. M., Erich ·Kempka, the Fuehrer's 
chauffeur, who was in charge of the Chancellery ga rage, receivelf an order 
to deliver immediate ly 200 liters of gasoline in jerricans to the Chancelle ry 
garden. Kcmpka half some dilliculty in rounding up so much fuel but 
he managed to collect some 180 liters and with the help of three men 
carried it to !he emergency exit of the bunkcr.2 '1 

While the oil to provide the fire for the Viking funeral was being col-
lected , Hitle r, having done with his last meal, fetched Eva Braun for an-
other and final farewell to his most intima te collaborators: Dr. Goebbels, 
Generals Krebs and Burgdorf, the secretaries and Fr;iulein Manzia ly, the 
cook. Frau Goebbels did not appear. This formid able and beautiful 
blond woman had , like Eva Braun, found it easy to make the decision to die 
with her husband , but the prospect of killing her six young children, who 
had been playing merrily in the underground shelter these last days without 
an inkling of wha t was in store for them, unnerved her. 

" My denr Hanna," she had sa id to Fraulein Rcitsch two or three eve-
nings lx l'o re, "when the end comes you must help me if l become weak 
:iho111 !he child rc 11 . .. They belong lo the Third Rei ch and to the 
l' 11l'i11 c r, and it' tlil' se two cease to exist the n: ca11 be 111> f11rtli t· r pl :1cl' t'1>r 
th em. My grcntcst fea r is that at the last moment I will be too weak." 
Alone in her .little room she was now striving to overcome her greatest 
fc:ir. * 

Hitler and Eva Braun had no such problem . They half only their own 
lives to lake. They fini shed their farewells and retired to their rooms. 
Outside in the passageway, Dr. Goebbels , Bormann- and a few others 
wa ited. Jn a few moments a revolver shot was heard. They waited for a 
second one, but there was only s ilence. After a decent interval they quietly 
cntcrclf the Fuchrcr's quarters. They found the body of Adolf Hitler 
sp raw led o n the sofa dripping blood. He had shot himse lf in the mouth . 
Al hi s side lay Eva Braun. Tw9 revolvers had tumbled to the floor, but the 
bride had not used hers. She had swallowed poison. 

It was 3: 30 P . M. on Mo nday, April 30, J 945, ten days after Adolf 
Hitl er's fifty-sixth birthd ay, anlf twelve years and three lllOllths to a day 
since he had become C hancell o r of Germany and had instituted the Third 
Reich. lt would survive him but a week. · 

The Viking funeral followed. There were no words spoken; the only 
sound was the roar of Russian shells exploding in the ga rden of the Chan-

* The children and thei r ages were : Hela. 12; Hilda. 11 ; Helmut. 9: Holde, 7 ; Hedda. 
5; Heide, 3 . 
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cellery and on the shattered walls around it.. Hitler's valet, S.S., Stum1-
bannfuehrcr Heinz Linge, and an orderly earned out the Fuehrer s body, 
wrapped in an Army field-gray blanket, which concealed the shattered 
face. Kempka identified it in his own mind by the black trousers and 
shoes which protruded from the blanket and which the warlord always 
wore with his field-gray jacket. Eva Braun's death had been cleaner, there 
was no blood, and Bormann carried out her body just as it was to the 

Passaae where he turned it over to Kempka. b' . 

Frau Hitler [the chau[eur later recounted] wore a dark dress ... I could 
'not recognize any injuries to the body. 

The corpses were carried up to the _and a in the 
bombardment placed in a shell hole and 1g111ted with gasoline. The 
mourners, headed by Goebbels and Bomrnnn, withdrew to the_ shelter 
of tJ1e emergency exit and as the names mounted s'.ood at and 
raised their right hands in a farewell Nazi salute. It was a bnef 
for Red Army shells began to spatter the garden again and the survivors 
retired to the safety of the bunker, leaving the gaso!ine-fed flames_ to com-
plete the work of eradicating the last earthly remains ?f Adolf Hitler and 
his wife.* For Bormann and Goebbels, there were still tasks to perfonn 
in the Third Reich, now bereft of its founder and dictator, though they 
were not the same tasks. 

, There h:icl not yet heen time for the messengers to reach Doenitz "".ith 
th e: F11c hrc: r's IL: s l;1111 c nl appni11ti11 g hi111 as hi s s11ccc:ssor. ' I h e ad1111ral 
would now have to be informed by radio. But even at thi s point, with 
power slipped from his hands, Bormann hesila.Led. It was diflicult to one 
who had savored it to give it up so abruptly. Finally he got off a message. 

GRAND ADMIRAL DoENITZ : 
In place of the former Reich Marshal Goering the Fuehrer appoints you as 

his successor. Written authority is on its way. You will immediately take all 
such measures as the situation requires. 

There was not a word that Hitler was dead. 
The Admiral, who was in command of all German forces in the north 

and had moved his headquarters to Ploen in Schleswig, was 
at the news. Unlike the party leaders, he had no desire to succeed H1t.ler; 
the thought had never entered his sailor's head . Two clays before, believ-
ing that Himmler would inherit the succession, he had gone to the S.S. 

•The ho nes we re never found , a nd thi s gave ri se to rumors a fter the wa r 
h ad survived. nut the separate in te rroga ri on o f se ve ra l eyewitnesses by nnush 
A merican intelli oe nce officers leaves no do ubt a bo ut the matt er . Kempka has give 

o ' . f I "The traces a pl ausi bl e explana ti o n as to why 1h e chnrrcd bo nes wc.1c neve r o unc · . . . 'lier 
we re wiycd out," h e tl) ld hi s in tcr rog;i to rs , " by the un111l crruptcd Russian ,11 tl Y 
fi re." 
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chief and offered him his support. But since it would never have occurred 
to him to disobey an order of the Fuehrer, he sent the following reply, in 
the belief that Adolf Hitler was still alive. 

MY FUEHRER! 
My loyally to you will be unconditional. I shall do everything possible to 

relieve you in Berlin. If fate nevertheless compels me to rule the Reich as 
your appointed successor, I shall· continue this war to an end worthy of the 
unique, heroic struggle of the German people. 

GRAND ADMIRAL DoENITZ 

111at night Bormann and Goebbels had a fresh idea. They decided .to 
try to negotiate with the Russians. General Krebs, the Chief of the Army 
General Staff, who had remained in the bunker, had once been the as-
sistant military attache in Moscow, spoke Russian, and on one famous 
occasion had even been embraced by Stalin al the Moscow railway station. 
Perhaps he could get something out of the Bolsheviks; specifically, what 
Goebbels and Bormann wanted was a safe-conduct for themselves so that 
they could take their appointed places in the new Doenitz governinent. In 
return for this they were prepared lo surrender Berlin. 

General Krebs set out shortly after midnight of April 30- May 1 to see 
General Chuikov, * the Soviet commander of the troops fighting in Berlin. 
One of the German officers accompanying him has reconbl the opening ._ . 
of their conversation. 

KREDS: Today is the First of May, a great holiday for our two nations. t 
CHUIKOV: We have a great holiday today. How things arc with you over 

there it is h·ard to say. 25 

The Russian General demanded the unconditional surrender of every-
one in the Fuehrer's bunker as well as of the remaining German troops in 
Berlin. 

It took Krebs some time to carry out his missi"on, and when he had not 
returned by 11 A. M . on May 1 the impatient Bormann dispatched another 
radio message to Doenitz. 

The Testament is in force. I will join you as soon as possible. Till then, I 
recommend that publication be held up. 

This was still ambiguous. Bormann simply could not he straightforward 
enough to say that the Fuehrer was dead . He wanted to get out lo be the 
first to inform Docnitz of the momentous news and thereby help to insure 

'" Not Marsha l Zhukov, as most accounts have had it. 
t May l was the tra<litiooal Labor Day in Europe. 
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his favor with the new Commander in Chief. But Goebbels, who with his 
wi fe and children was about to die, had no such reason for not telling 
the Admiral the simple truth . . At 3: 15 P.M . he got o!T his own message to 
Doenitz-the last radio communication ever to leave the beleaguered 

bunker in Berlin. 

GRAND ADMIRAL DoENlTZ 
MOST SECRET 

The Fuehrer died yesterday at 1530 hours [3:30 P.M .). Testament of April 
29 appoints you as Reich President . . . [fhere follow the names of the 

principal cabinet appointments.] By order of the Fuehrer the Testament has been sent out of Berlin to you 
... Bormann intends to go to you today and to inform you o{ the situation. 
Time and form of announcement to the press and to the troops is left to 

you. Confirm receipt. GoEIJBELS 

Goebbels did not think it necessary to inform the new Leader of his 
.own intentions. Early in the evening of May l, he carried them out. The 
first act was to poison the six children. Their playing was halted and they 
were given lethal injections, apparently by the same physician who the 
day before had poisoned the Fuehrer's dogs. Then Goebbels called his 
adjutant, S.S. Hauptsturrnfuehrer Guenther Schwaegermann, and ·in-

structed him to fetch some gasoline. 
"Schw;11.:gcrn1ann," he told him, "this is the worst treachery of all. The 

generals have betrayed the Fuehrer. Everything is lust. l shall di e, to-
gether with my wife and family." He did not mention, even to his adjutant, 
that he had just had his children murdered. "You will burn our bodies. 

Can you Jo that?" Schwacgc rn1ann assured him he conic\ and sent two orderlies to procure 
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the gasoline. A few minutes later, at about 8 : 30 P .M ., jusl as il was gt:tling 
dark outside, Dr. and Frau Goebbels walked through the bunker, bade 
goodbye to those who happened to be in the corridor, and mounted the 
stairs to the garden. There, at their request, an S.S. orderly di spatched 
them with two shots in the back of the head. four cans of gasoline were 
poured over their bodies and set on fire, but the cremation was not well 
done.

2
r. The survivors in the bunker were anxious to join the mass escape 

which was just getting under way and there was no time to waste on burn-
ing those already dead. The Russians found the charred bodies of the 
Propaganda Minister and his wife the next clay and immediately identified 

them. By 9 o'clock on the evening of May 1, the Fuehrcrbunker had been set 
on fire and some live or six hundred survivors of the Fuehrer's entourage, 
mostly S.S. men, were milling about in the shelle r of the New Chancellery 
-like chickens with their heads off, as one of them, the Fuchrer's tailor, 
later recalled-preparatory to the great breakout. The plan was to go 

ri: 
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by foot along the subway tracks from the station below the Wilhelmsplatz, 
opposite the Chancellery, to the Friedrichstrasse Bahnhof and there cross 
the River Spree and sift through the Russian lines immediately to , the 
north of it. A good many got through; some did not, among them Martin 
Bormann. 

When General Krebs had finally returned to the bunker that afternoon 
with General Chuikov's demand for unconditional surrender Hitler's party 
secretary had decided that his only chance for survival lay in joining the 
mass exodus. His group attempted to follow a German tank, but according 
to Kempka, who was with . him, it received a direct hit from a Russian 
shell and Bormann was almost certainly killed. Artur Axmann, the Hitler 
Youth leader, who had deserted his battalion of boys at the Pichelsdorf 
Bridge to save his neck, was also present and later deposed that he had 
seen Borrnann's body lying under the bridge where the Invalidenstrasse 
crosses the railroad tracks. There was moonlight on his face and Axmann 
could see no sign of wounds. His presumption was that Bormann had 
swallowed his capsule of poison when he saw that his chances of getting · 
through the Russian Jines were nil. 

Generals Krebs and Burgdorf did not join in the mass attempt to escape. 
It is believed that they shot themselves in the cellar of the New Chancel-
lery. 

THE END OF TI-IE THIRD REICH 

The Third Reich survived the death of its founder hy sewn days . 
A litllc af.cr JO o'clock on the evening of the lirst of May, while the 

bodies of Dr. and Frau Goebbels were burning in the Chancellery garden 
and the inhabitants of the bunker were herding together for their escape 
through a subway tunnel in l3crlin, the I lamburg raJio i11Lerrupted the 
playing of a recording of Bruckner's solemn Scwnlh Symphony. There 
was a roll of military drums and then an announcer spoke. 

Our Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, fighting to the last breath against Bolshevism, 
fell for Germany this afternoon in his operational headquarters in the Reich 
Chancellery. On April 30 the Fuehrer appointed Grand Admiral Doenitz his 
successor. The Grand Admiral and successor of the Fuehrer now speaks to 
the German people. 

The Third Reich was expiring, as it had begun, with a shabby lie. Aside 
from the fact that Hitler had not died that afternoon but the previous one, 
which was not important, he had not fallen fighting "to the last breath," but 
the broadcasting of this fal sehood was necessary if the inheritors of his 
mantle were to perpetuate a legend and ;tlso if they were lo hold control 
of the troops who were still ofiering resistance and who would surely have 
felt betrayed if they had known the truth. 

:\\ :n·. 
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.D\.il: i1n.c·::11i-;M:!1l(l.:pc:it-;:·ll ll 1c uc w11c: 11 ue went 011 the air at lt P.M. 
and spoke of the "hero's death" of the Fuehrer. Actually at that 111 oment 
he did not know how Hitler had met his end. Goebbels had radioed only 
that he had "died" on the previous afternoon. But this did not inhibit 
the Admiral on 1his point or on others, for he did his best to muddy 
the confused rnmds of the German people in tJ1e hour of their disaster. 

It is my first t:!sk [he said] to save Germany from destruction by the ad-
vancing Bolshevik enemy. For this aim alone the military struggle continues. 
As far and as long as the achievement of this aim is impeded by the British 
and Americans, we shall be forced to carry on our defensive fight against them 
as welI. Under such conditions, however, . the Anglo-Americans will continue 
the war not for their own peoples but solely for lhe spreading of Bolshevism in 
Europe. 

After the Admiral, who is not recorded as having 
protested Hitlers dec1s10n to make the Bolshevik nation Germany's ally 
m 1939 so that a war could be fought against England and later America, 
assured the Gem1an people in concluding his broadcast that "God will not 
forsake us after so much suffering and sacrifice." 

These were empty words. Doenitz knew that German resistance was 
at an end. On April 29, the day before Hitler took his life the German 
armies in Italy had surrendered unconditionally, an event' whose news, 
because of the breakdown in communications, was spared the Fuehrer, 
which must have made his last hours more bearable than they o:herwise 
would have been. On May 4 the German High Command surrendered to 
Montgomery all German forces in northwest Germany, Denmark and 
Holland. !he next _day Kesselring's Army Group G, comprising the 
German First and Nmctccnth armies norlh or the Alps , capitulated. 

On th.at May 5, Admiral Hans von Friecleburg, the new Com-
mander rn Chief of the German Navy, arrived at General Eisen11ower's 
headquarters at Reims to negotiate a surrender. The German aim, as the 
last of OKW make was to stall for a few clays in order to 
have time to move as many German troops and refugees as possible from 
the path of the Russians so that they could surrender to the Western 
Allies. General Jodi arrived at Reims the next day to help his Navy col-
league draw out the proceedings. But it was in vain. Eisenhower saw 
through the game. 

. I told General Smith [he later recounted] to inform Jodi that unless they 
mstantly ceased all pretense and delay l would close the entire Allied front 
ai:id would, by force, prevent any more German refugees from entering our 
lines. l would brook no further 

At I: 30 A.M. on May 7 Doenitz, after being informed by Jodi of Eisen-
hower's demands, radioed the German General from his new headquarters 

' .. .. , 
' , , 

,,: '> r 1'3 6i 
at tlensburg on the 1Jalll5ll t rom1"J lltJ1 jJU '"--L> u , "'b· :: ... , .. . · · 
unconditional surrender. The game was up. . 

In a little red schoolhouse at Reims, where Eisenhower had made lus 
headquarters, Germany surrendered unconditionally at 2: 41_ on the morn-
ing of May 7, 1945. The capitulation was signed for the _by ?eneral 
Walter Bedell Smith with General Ivan Susloparov affixmg his signature 
as witness for and General Sevez for France. A'dmiral 
Friedeburg and General Jodi signed for Germany. 

Jodi asked pem1ission to say a word and it was granted. 

With this signature the German people and the German Armed Forces are, 
for better or worse, delivered Into the hands of the victors ... In this hour 
I can only express the hope that the victor will treat them with generosity. 

There was no response from the Allied side. But perhaps Jodi recalled 
another occasion when the roles were reversed just five years 
Then a French general, in signing France's unconditional surrender at . . 
Compiegne, had made a similar plea-in vain, as it turned out. . 

The guns in Europe ceased firing and the bombs ceased droppmg at 
midnight on May 8-9, 1945, and a strange but welcome silence settl_ed 
over the Continent for the first time since September l, 1939. Jn the In-
tervening five years, eight months and · seven days millions of men and 
women had been slauohtered on a hundred battlefields and in a thousand 
bombed towns, and millions more done to death in the Nazi gas chambers 
o'r on the edge of the S.S. Einsatzgruppen pits in Russia and Poland-as 
the result of Adolf Hitler's lust for German conquest. A greater part of 
most of Europe's ancient cities lay in ruins, and from their rubble, as the 
weather warmed, there was the stench of the countless unburied dead. 

No more would the streets of Gcrm:my echo to the jnck boot of the 
goose-stepping storm troopers or the lusty yells of the brown-shirted 
masses or the shouts of the Fuehrer blaring from the loudspeakers. 

After twelve years, four months and eight days, an Age of Darkness to 
all but a multitude of Germans and now ending in a bleak night for them 
too, the Thousand-Year Reich had come to an end. lt had raised, as we 
have seen, this great nation and this resourceful but so easily mi:led people 
to heights of power and conquest they had never before expenenced an? 
now it had dissolved with a suddenness and a completeness that had few, if 
any, parallels in history. 

In 1918, after the last defeat, the Kai ser had fled, the monarchy had 
tumbled but the other traditional institutions supporting the State had 
remained, a government chosen by the people had continued to fun_c,tion, 
as did the nucleus of a German Army and a General Staff. But m the 
spring of 1945 the Third Reich simply ceased to_ e:ist. There_ was 
longer any German authority on any level. The milhons o.f air-
men and sailors were- prisoners of war in their own land . 1 he of 
civilians were governed, down to the villages, by the conquermg enemy 
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troops, on whom they depemled nm 0111y 1ur Jaw amJ u1.u:.:r uut tim( 
that summer and bitter winter of 1945 for food and fuel to _,;cm 
alive. Such was the state to which the follies of Adolf Hitler-and their 
own folly in following him so blindly and with so much enthusiasm-had 
bro11ght them, though I found little bitterness toward him when I retw·ned 
to Germany that fall. 

The people were there, and the land-the first dazed and bleeding and 
hungry, and, when winter came, shivering in their rags in the hovels 
which the bombings had made of their homes; the second a vast wasteland 
of rubble. The German people had not been destroyed, as Hitler, who 
had tried to destroy so many other peoples and, in the end, when the war 
was lost, themselves, had wished. 

But the Third Reich had passed into history. 
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A BRIEF EPILOGUE 

I WENT BACK that autumn to the once proud land. where [ had spent 
most of the brief years of the Third Reich. It was dilftcult to recognize . 

I have described that return in another Jt rem ains here merdy to 
record the fate of the remaining characters who have figured prominently · 
in these pages. 

Doenitz's rump government, which had been set up at Flensburg on 
the Danish border, was Jissolved by the Allies on May 23, 1945. and all 
its members were arrested. Heinrich Himmler had been dismissed from 
the government on May 6. on the eve of thL: surrender nt Reinis, in a move 
"'.'hich the Admiral calculated might win him favor with the Allies. The 
former S.S. chief, who had held so long the power of life and death over 
Europe's millions, and \Vho had often exercised it, wandered about in the 
vicinity of Flensburg until May 21, when he set out with eleven S.S. 
officers to try to pass through the British and American lines to his native 
Bavaria. Himmler- it must have galled him-had shaved off his 
tachc, tied a black patch over his left eye and donned an Army private's 
uniform . The party was stopped the first day at a Briti"sh control point 
between J lamburg anG Brcmcrhaven. After qt11.:stioning, Himmler con-
fC' ssed his iden tity to a I3ritish Army captain, who hauk<l hi111 away to. 
Second Army head4uarlers al Lueneburg. There he was stripped and 
searched and made tl> change into a British Anny uniform to avert any 
possibility that he might be concealing poison in his clothes. 13ut the 
search was not thorough. Himmler kept his vial of potassium cyanide 
concealeu in a cavity of his gums. When a sl.!com.l British intelligence 
officer arrivl.!u from Montgoml.!ry's headquarters on May 23 and instructed 
a medit::a l officer to examine the prisoner's mouth, Himmler bit on his 
vial and was dead in twelve minutes, despite frantic efforts to keep him 
alive by pumping hi s stomach and administering emetics. 

The remaining intimate <.:ollaborators of Hitler lived a bit longer. l 
went down to Nuremberg to sec them. I hau often watched them in their 
hour of glory and power at the annual party rallies in this town. In the 
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had been gu ite a metamorphosis. Allired in rather shabby clothes, 

slumped in their scats fidgeting nervously, they no longer resembled the 
arrogant leaders of old. They seemed to be a drab assortment of medioc-
rities. ft seemed difficult to grasp that such men, when last you had seen 
them, had wielded such monstrous power, that such as they could conquer 
a great nation and most of Europe. 

There were twenty-one of them* ln the dock: Goering, eighty pounds 
lighter than when last 1 had seen him, in a faded Luftwaffe uniform without 
insignia and obviously pleased that he had been given the Number One 
place in the dock-a sort of belated recognition of his place in the Nazi 
hierarchy now that Hiller was dead; Rudolf Hess1 who had been the 
Number Three man before his flight to England, his face now emaciated, 
his deep-set eyes staring vacantly into space, feigning amnesia but leaving 
no doubt that he was a broken man; Ribbentrop, at last shorn of his 
arrogance and his pompousness, looking pale, bent and beaten; Keitel, who 
had lost his jauntiness; Rosenberg, the muddled party "philosopher," 
whom the events which had brought him to this place appeared to have 
awakened to reality at last. 

Julius Streicher, the Jew-baiter of Nuremberg, was there. This sadist 
and pornographer, whom I had once seen striding through the streets of 
the old town brandishing a whip, seemed to have wilted. A bald, clecrepit-
looking old man, be sat perspiring profusely, glaring at the judges and 
convincing himself-so a guard later told me-that they were all Jews. 
There was Fritz Sauckel, the boss of slave labor in the Third Reich, his 
narrow little slit eyes giving him a porcine appearance. He seemed 
nervous, swaying to and fro. Next to him was Baldur von Schirach, the 
first Hiller Youth Leader and later Gauleiter of Vienna, more American 
liy blood than German and looking like a contrite college boy who has 
bee n kicked out of school for some folly. There was Walther Funk, the 

nol'entity who had succeeded Schacht. And there was Dr. 
Schacht him self, who had spent the last months of the Third Reich as a 

of hi s once n.:vcrcd Fu1.:hrcr in a conccntratio11 ca111p, fearing 
cxcc111i1111 any day, ;111d who now bristled with indi/',nation th;1t the Allies 
should try him as a war criminal. Franz von more responsible 
than any other individual in Germany for Hitler's coming to power, had 
been ro unded up and made a defendant. He seemed much aged, but the 
look of the old fox, who had escaped from so many tight fixes , was sti ll 
imprinted on his wizened face. 

Neurath, Hitler's first Foreign Minister, a German of the old school , 
with few convictions and little integrity, seemed utterly broken. Not 
Speer, who made the most straightforward impression of all and who dur-
ing ihe long trial spoke honestly and with no attempt to shirk his respon-

'' Dr. Robert Ley, head of the Arbeitsfront , who was to ha ve been a de(endant , h;ul 
hanged him self in his ce ll before the tria l bega n. He had made a noose from 
torn from a towel, which be had tied to a toilet pipe. 
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as were Joell and the two Grand Ad1J)irals, Raeder and Doenitz 
la.tter, the successor to the Fuehrer, looking in his store su it for all the 
world like a shoe clerk. There was Kaltenbrunner, the bloody successor 
of "Hangman Heydrich," who on the stand would deny all hi s crimes; and 
Hans Frank, the Nazi Inquisitor in Poland, who would admit some of his, 
having become in the end contrite and, as he said, having rediscovered 
God, whose forgiveness he begged; and Frick, as colorless on the brink 
of death as he had been in life. And finally Hans Fritzsche, who had made 
a career as a radio commentator because his voice resembled that of 
Goebbels, who had made him an official in the Propaganda Ministry. No 
one in the courtroom, including Fritzschc; seemed to know why he was 
there-he was too small a fry-unless it were as a ghost for Goebbels, and 
he was acquitted. 

So were Schacht and Papen. All three later drew stiff prison sentences 
from German denazification courts though, in the end, they served very 
little time. 

Seven defendants at Nuremberg drew prison sentences: Hess, Raeder 
and Funk for life, Speer and Schirach for twenty years, Neurath for 
fifteen, Doenitz for ten . The others were sentenced to death. 

At eleven minutes past .1 A.M. on October 16, 1946, Ribbentrop 
mounted the gallows in the execution chamber of the Nuremberg prison, 
and he was followed at short intervals by Keitel, Kaltenbrunner, Rosen-
berg, Frank, Frick, Streicher, Seyss-Inquart, Sauckel and Jodi. 

But not by I:Iermann Goering. He cheated the hangman. Two hours 
before his turn would have come he swallowed a vial of poison that had 
been smuggled into his cell. Like bis Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, and his rival 
for the succession, Heinrich Himmler, he had succeeded at the last hour 
in choosing the way in which he would depart this earth, on which he, like 
the other two, had made such a murderous impact. 

. ::: :::: 


