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Concentration Camp Leopoldstadt 
By Antoinette Ziegler 

(Transl ation f rom the German . original) 

The disgrace that " Brunner II 11 was "a human being" is 

annulled. The phy sical form, which alone entitled this desig-

nation, is annihil ated. But what never can be expunged is 

cr.ime. He received power, much power, and that he could not 

endure, that unworthy, that he could not bear, on that . he 

foundered, and used his rage against those, over whom he had 

power. 

As camp commander, he took over an especially big 

tration camp. It was to build it. It was not ne-

cessary to arrange for work people, waggon loads with material 

to be brought in. It unnecessary to build barracks and 

camp roads 0 It was not necess ar'J to lay out wire gra t es and ·"to 

charge them wi th electric curr ent. This conc entra t i on camp 

was ready: 1- . t c 4-f l iE;ht ·di rty houses in narrow streets, as 

substitutes for the electrically charged wire grates, closed 

in by the Danube river and the Dan.i.;.b e canal. That was the 

cone ent ra ti on camp Leop olds tad t 0 , 

There were br ought the Jews from all the districts of 

Vienna. Within one hour they had to leave b ehind the 

they had lived unti l now, and t hey were squeezed toge-

ther. Two, three, four f am i l ies in t h e small h omes, up to 

ten f amilies in the large r ones . Into one room, thr ee fami-

lies we r e put , in disre gard of t he l aws , whi ch civ i li zat ion 

and s hame demand, to pr otect intimate spheres of priva cy of 

eve r y per son. 'l'he:11hebra i c lo-w - cla s s p eop le 11 t r ied nev erthe -

l es s bashfully to f ind a cc eptanc e of t hes e l a ws . put 



2 

wardrobes and other pieces of furniture up as room dividers; 

this way there lived in 4 square yards near the first window 

one family, another one in 4 square yards next to the second 

window, and the space in the corner near the oven was the home 

of a third family. . A breakfront and a sofa were the \':alls cfif 

the rooms. There was often not enough room for two beds. So, 

there slept two people in one bed, and the other members of 

the family on a chair or on the floor. In bigger families 

they arranged a turnus, so that each member could sleep in a 

bed at least once a week. 

The mister 11 Reichspropagandaminister" had declared on 

the pogrom day, the 10th of lfovember, 1938, to the whole 

world that they were not planning the re-institution of ghet-
--

(/ "· . tos. But in reality, the the extermination 

were already conceived, ancl for technical reasons o: easier 

and more rapid unwinding of t!1e planned de j) OY'tations, that 

large concentration carnp Leopoldstadt was created, in order 

to have there the Jews on one place, to avoid to bring them 

together from diffetent distri c ts of the city, and thereby 

be delayed. 

The appeP.l in this conce::tration camp was: "Registration" 1 

and there were dozens of suc h registrations. l:..ach one was the 

beginning of a new crime. Tte race-sadists h&d a whole sc&le 

of tbTtur e s Rt their dis posal, wbich they used with unbeliev-

able elaborateness. The oblie;&tion to work service f or sort-

ing of garbage, in the Comr.lis Eariat warehouses .Schwechat or 

Pro.ter, in Doebline;, or joine r y of wooden boxes in 

Favori te.n, in the 11 Habsburg 11
, or in the ma.t-making house in 

the Leopolds ;;;:asse (Julius 1 n l ace in a .: u - -'- W.L t hout l ight 
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and air), ·. where about 100 persons were working, with a single 

toilet:; the one next to it was not for Jews, because the 

housekeeper used it). These poor workers were mostly old, 

often seriously sick people or invalids from the last war 

and intellectuals, who worked daily for 10 hours, with 1 hour 

pause at noon. "earned 11 with that 10 pfennigs per hour. 

They were gladly accepted and the men and women forced to do 

that work worked gladly, in the hope that that would help 

them to avoid other shicaneries. The heavinees of the 

considered, and it had to be accepteaa:s, irremediable 

that men and women did the same work. The Nazi and S3-super-

visors in the differerit work places knew well by ill-treat-

ment and threats to force even the weakest women to carry 

hea vy trunks of wood, and that sick people in the steam-

chambers of the giant laundries worked till they f ainted. 

The feared work -service obligation meant the tra nsfer 

from the concentration ·canp Leo p oldstadt to another concen-

tration camp. And when through the rumor-channels the piece 

of news came, which brough t the r espira tion to a h&l t 

a new transport is being organi z ed, and when then the 

s tration , organized in a l phabetical orde r, and the first let-

ter of the name came closer to the name of ones own husband, 

then a terrible fear started in the concentration camp Leo-

p oldstadt, which reiE;ned for day s and weeks, the fear, terri-

bl e fear, which one coul d not yel l out and for t hat reason 

was even mor e terrible. From street to street, from house 

to ho use, from door to do or f lew t he word : Trans ?ort!. 

Transport to Pol and!· to Litzmannstadt ! Transport 

to Theresiens tadt ! . Oh, at first th8y were human, they i nv i t-
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ed 11 par8_sitic desert-physiognomies", with 15 kilograms _'::.iaggage 

to come to the Sperl school. (In that way uncle Beni and 

aunt Gina went away). That friendly invitation some people 

did not comply with, but preferred to lead the life from now 

on as nsubmarines". The (testapo was now smarter. They did 

not invite anymore !or the transportation and started with 

arrests. rr one acceeded to go in the alphabetical order, 

each one could approximately know the moment, . whether he will 

go today, tomorrow, or - what luck - the day after torr.orrow. 

But the inventive faculty of the gentlemen of the transport 

office of the Gestapo was inexhaustible. What fun it was, not 

to the Jews an:imore, but simply, e\lt s iw.cply to surprise 

them. And one day, police autos closed up a whole street. 

House after house, apartment after room after room 

they combed through and all simp l y loaded on trucks. 

And when the whole family was not present, then they simply 

took along those whom they found. Women to ::;, eparate from their 

husbands, children from their p a rents, to add to the misery of 

deporthtion .the heart-rending torments of separation, that 

meant ror the noblemen or Gestapo onl y a piquant increase 

of their enjoyrnent. 80 y ear old men, and 2 weeks old children 

were taken away, !ick ones and heal t hy ones. Wa s one toJ old 

or sick to w2lk ov er t he stairs, then they C.ragged them down 

and lif ted them up on t he transport e.uto. (Aunt Klemi was car -

ried away that intensity o! the 

deporta-cions, people were a l so taken away at nit;ht. (Aunt Rosa 

was in that way taken away at night). If one he&rd an old 

1 ... -ornan in the neighboring 0-?a:::'tment at first v..-h i mper , the n i rn -

ploring , desperately yelling to the invading C G. tchfl_:\S _. 
- ' r ' ; - · ": - \..J. 

11 let me stay here , p:i_ease, l EOt me ::;tc..y here 11
, then:.O:r:e held 
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the hands to the ears to close them up. In an entanglement 

of ve.li ses, boxes, and balls, 4.0 to 5 0 men, women , and child-

ren were sitting a.nd lying on such a transport auto, crying, 

sobbing, and whimpering, also yelling, but also mute, resigned, 

apathetic like animals. 

Capos? Yes, we had them also in the concentration camp 

Leopoldstadt. The Jupo, the police of Jews. That was also a 

joke; ferreted out by a perverted brain, to use even Jews as 

Gestapo constables. And there were really a few, who out of 

fear and in the h ope to save their own lives, did these servi-

ces with a brutality, which found the consent of the 

and was noted down by them -w ith diabolic enjoyment. 

As in the concentration the daily program strict-

ly regul a ted by camp rules. i...fter 8 o 1 clock in the evening, 

nobody, who did not belong to the 11 arie..n noble-race", was alloK.; · 

ed to u9 in the street, and he had to remain till 6 o'clock 

in t he morning at his place. TI1e control of the 

German police and the guarc: s & t the bridges, were looking after 

the observa nce of these rules. No privilege of relationship 

to arians could protect those, transgressed the rules, from 

being shipped with the next t:--s.ns9ort to riuschwitz 0 That meant 

death sentence. To justify the only microscopicB.lly visible re-

ma ind er of the faith in humanity, it to be ackno\...·ledged that 

tr1ere were p olicemen, who let t he transgressor run and in such 

a way to save his life. (We had the worst experience$ with 

the policemen at the to which we 

ed, Julius had to appear t here o n firs t da y of each 

t o receiv e a p &p er , \chicl-. s :Sc-.:ed that h e: K bS a liv e, as other-

hi s pen 3ion from t h e woul d not h &v e be e n s ent out. 
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Each time, the one" which were there on duty, him in 

the rudest way, when he appeared there. Day" before he was al-

reacy afra!d, and he had pains in his heart 

frorn the e.xc i tement, till I decided, in spite of hi" struggle 

it, to accompany him and, in case it would be nece"sa:ry, 

to defend when we both ap?eared there, they asked 

me'· who I was, and when Juli U1' 11 Tha t is my wife", no-

thing anymore, and in the which followed, he 

had no difficulties anymore, and he was before already more 

calm, I went with him). 

And there, at the main entrance to the concentration camp 

Leopoldstadt, defiant and dark, the watchtower: The Ge-

stapo building on Morzinplatz. It stood on the str&tegically 

mo5t suitable place, overlooking the whole concentration camp. 

There sitting the watchmen and t heir &nd took 

c a re that the 11 Morzinplatz 11 discharged terror effect only 

by name. were not to enter thit house 

except by summons or b ei:r;g brought th.era, and only then could 

the y their feet on thR of that 

place, and ap proa ch the 1,·i th ;Jro;:>er rev erence. 

Ms.ny V.iere led in into that watchtm.;er, but n ot all Cc-.Jlie back. 

The scant daylight the building, the gloomy half -darkness 

that met the e yes , out of corners shafts, the grates and 

t in hallways , gra te.s before fu'1d behind do ors, all t h&. t 

the trace of hw11an self-confidence. Conscience, 

thinking, feeling, nothing of existed anymore. Th ere W&s 

only the primitive feeling: fe a r . After a trial , 

out o:: t he Gest ap0 co.stle, one had the f eeling of hav-

i ng run a-v:ay f::'on one wa l k ec'. ove r t h e b rid ge b&. c k t o the 
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alive. One lived in concentration camp, but one lived. 

The camp streets w6re finally emptied, and the tran5ports 

from the their to the cham-

of and the death-pits of 

(Aunt and Hilda v<ent th6re with a 1'here rern•in-

ed only a number of people, and a band of 

on account of ..&.f. the approaching defeat, wanted to 

away even few with a {It on February 

19th, 1945, that the three were put together, 1, 

but could not be anymore, there wer e no 

for transportation &vailable &nymore. Our were the 

advancing ,,·ho our lives). They did not have 

the time anymore to do that, and even on the last &s the 

army of liberation tried t o traver5e the Danube (the 

bridges were already blov n up ) , the of the band of cri-

minals, foreseeing their anni!;.il c.. tion, drove them to cornnit a 

last blood in the cellars of the concentration c amp. 

With imperiurn fell al8o the 

with the concentrat::i,on C&J11p t ta tower on the Morzin Pla tz . 

Only and of Fa lls, only burnt-out and 

captuPeq SS-men working nt clean -up of the debris reminded 

that there once a camp Leopoldstadt. 
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The map of Europe in 1964 shows the big changes which resulted from the 
Second World War. The biggest loser was Germany, which lost t of its 
territory in the East, the provinces of East Prussia to Poland and Russia 
and the provinces of Pomerania and Silesia to Poland. Of the which 
remained, 2/4 became West-Germany and t East Germany. The biggest winner 
was Russia, regained the province of Bessarabia from Rumania and 
also large provinces in the West, which were autonomous after the First 
World War, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, parts of the provinces of Gali-
c ia , which had belonged to Poland, parts of Finland, the Northern Bukowina 
a n d East Prussia. Tchechoslovakia t h e Sudetenland. The newly 
formed country Yugoslavia consisted of Serbia, Croatia and Slavonia, Bosnia 
a nd Herzegovina, Montenegro, and parts of Rumanian and Hungarian territory. 
Hung ary lost a great part of its territory to Tchechoslovakia, Rumania,and 
Yugoslavia, a small part also to Russia, the so-called Carpatho-Ukraine. 
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BIBLE CLASS FOR ADULTS 

Meets Every Monday 7:30-8:30 P.M; 

"Krystal Hacht" 
40 years ago, on the night of November 9, 1938, the drumbeat of advancing Nazism 

Germany r eached a shrill and threatening crescendo. On that night Hitler's storm-
troopers unleas hed their fury on Synagogues and Jewish homes all" over Germany. 
This event, still lives in frightful memory for many in our who themselves 
witnessed this wanton destruction. 

"KRYSTAL NACHT" takes its name from the shattered glass which, in the wake 
of the destruction of synagogues, covered the streets of many German towns. It was 
the first frightful manifestation of the destruction of Je\l"Ty all over Europe. 

By an ironic twist of fate, our Community in Washington Heights, that same year 
and only a few weeks before that fateful "Krystal Na cht ", bounded together and laid 
the foundation for the Ft. Tryon Je-.nsh Center. 

By G-d 's providence, by the historical need for Jewish survival, a Charter for a 
new J ewish Center was issued and a small ,band of our brethren began the task of 
maintaining and developing Jewi sh life in our midst. While in Europe the '.lestruction 
of J ewry proceeded to the ultimate Holocaust, in the F t. Tryon J ewish Center the seeds 
of Jewish survival were being planted in our Community. 

Much of historic import ance has happened as consequences from t hese two sepa-
rate events and they are connected by the faith and courage of the J ew and his 
unflagging will to survive. 
the world, may G-d grant 
the next 40 years. 

May there never be another " Krystal Nacht" anywher e in 
our Center and our Jewish Community the protection for 
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