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Interview with Lisa.
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s, one dey after my father's

] )

I wes born on Januar
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birthday, quasi as a birthday present for him, The only thing

that was not perfect was that everybody was cisappointed, since
there was aglready a girl and evervybody had expected & boy. All
the aunts and uncles were diszppcinted., My mother who was very

5
b

young, had now two girls and with & difference in age of only one

vear and 1% months, But, nevertheless, I grew up, end after fi-
nishing the public school, I went to the same lyceum as Hely, the
Beamtentoechter Lyceum, for anothsr. 6.years. It was not very easy

£

to be edmitted to that school, since they took only giris of hirh
government employees, and, of ccurse, ve had to pay tuition fees,
vie learned there two foreign languages, French and English, It

was In e certain way a Waste of time to study thsre, because after-

wards you could not continue stucring =t & University without
having studied Latin. After I finished with the lyceum, I really

year 1621, I don't remember vhat I did afterwards. I remerberp
Hedy's and Adolph's wedding, which wzs in 1928, In 1929 I went

a little hotel near my relatives, uncle Ottoc and his femily in
Rue Lafayette, The school was thz s4llisnce Frauncaise, = special
school for people from foreign ccuntries, and at the end of the

course you had to take g test

When I ¢
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me to come back to Paris anéd I went there for « second time, but
e WYL s 2 2 ey 3 + Y~y Fal 3 3

this time I stayed there only for 3 months and I stayed moustly



at their summer home on the Plateau d'avron,
When I came back, I went to a Hotel Schecol in Vienna, e very
good school and I would have been able to work in any hotel and

I tried to get a2 position, and just at that time it was more and

3

more difficult for Jewish people to get a position in & hotel,

®
e

There was the Nazi regime in Germany and the tourists who came

to austria were mostly Germans and they cid not want Jewish people
in the hotels. Besides, at that time, there was great tension
between Austria and Germany, and the Germans had instituted a
charge of 1000 marks on Germans cesiring to visit Austria, thereby
completely ruining the Auétrian tourist business,

he Nezis things got bad and

F

After the invasion of Austria by
many people left the country. I hac & specilal experience once,
I was standing at the streetcar station, scross the home woere ve
lived, waitins for a streetcar, vhen twec Nazis vith the swastika
bands on their arms céme over to me and asked me to go with them
to wash floors in the train station lordwestbahnhof, I réfusad,
said th=t I can not go now, that I was in 2 hurry, since I had
to go to a lawyer, I had the courage to resist, because I was
sure, éince my parents were looking out of the vindow; &and I
don't know what my father would have cdone, if he woulc hzave seen
me going vith these tvo men, 30, it helped, the streetcar came,

-+~ - A

anc¢ I went with the streetcar and escaped this ordesl. 3oon af-

1

terwards my cousins in Paris succeecded in getting a visa for ne

¥

to come to France,

One day, I went to the French consulete and there vere 20
people or 30 waiting on line, and &= man came out and seid: "I an
sorry, I have only one vissg", and this one was for me I was very
heapoy, but elt bad to go in and let &1l these people disappointed
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standing there in the‘street. I packed then my things; my father
had to go and get all kind of pepers for me, to show that he anc

I had payed all our taxes, People told me to go to France through
Germeny, because people were mucki nicer there than on the Swiss
frontier.

So, I left on the 30th of Mzy, 1938, and I had a very good
trip and arrived in Paris, Before I had left, I had tried to
learn éifferent things so that I coulé earn money, and I learned
to meke belts, end I made quite & few belts at home and sold them
later, hzad brought them along from Vienna, They were made from
strings, begutiful strings in all colors, 30, I tried to earn
some money with that, but my parents also sent me some money in

form of retour-stamps and 1 gect = vhole package of these stamps
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and my cousins in Tchechoslovekies sent me ome money I

J e

1so
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lived in the house of my aunt anc I did not need much money, This

Francis made things a little dif
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acolph stayed only
for 1h ¢éays, till he left for St, Nazaire to take the bosat for
Havana, Cuba, The plaﬁ, discussel at length over the phone, was
that Francis would stay only for a short time afterwards, till
Hedy would have gotten the american visa end would then pass
through Paris with Johanna. and pick up Francis. after adolph
left, Suzanne tolé me once that =:ings wculd not work out since
eaunt Louise was very nervous, 3ns hed always tried to teach Nicole
vho was so severely mentzglly retz:ced to read and write gné thers

) .

was nov Francis, 7 years old, whc was so hicghly intelligent and

could rezd and write, Aunt Loulsz got very irritated, screared

g TTE o9 5 ¥ i T . - Y d
at Ficole sndé was very upset. & Louise ¢id not say anything,
v [aravmmas At A P - s oy
-~ . {7k = -~ . oo = WS <+
but 3uzanne tol e, aller Ldolgr left, that it wass not good for
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sunt Louise and Nicole that Francis should stay there, I then

got the idea to move after I got in touch with Fritzi Zimmermann,

'.J-
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énd ve rented together an epartment in Zobinson, & suburb to the
north of Paris, It was a new house and it was guite a nice gpart-
ment, We were living there together for guite & vhile, it wes
very agreecble, asnd Francis went to schocl there. I earned some
ts. But Fritzi was pregnant and gave birth,

but it was a stillbirth. Soon eafterwards, Leo Zimmermann got a
csosition in Caen and they moved to Caen,

I had to move, of course, and they had friend; whose name was
Wurmfeld, who lived in thé Rue d'atlas, and they got me & one-room

. r

apartment with & tiny kitchen ané & bathroom, Francis went there

gain to school which was just around the corner There ve lived

ne to a party. I brought Francis to ry sunt on the Platezsu, so
a

that he could spen

for them, 3uzanne and her friencd and Paul, O0Often we went for
dinner to the P
All the time, I triec to get a pe

s whiclk wa&s necessary

o

to stay in Paris, When the summer cume, I sent Francis to Le Tou-
quet - Paris Plage on the Canzl ce la Menche, south of EZoulogne,

Mr, Wurmfeld end his wife hzd an apartment there and

they took care of children., I lied to pay very little for Prancis,
because I had recommendﬁd to ther. & 1little girl, and they had
othei children who paid guite well,

In the meeantime, I got moner fror. rr relstives in Tchecho-
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not only mbnéy, they sent me sausages and ham, which Paul sold.
It was Minny Feldmann; nee Landler, and her husband, They sent
it quite often and so I had mconey. VWhen Tchechoslovakia was taken
over by the Nazis, this came to an end, But Raymond, who was on
e business trip, phoned me and told me that from novw on I will
work for him in his business, even if I had no permit to work,
He had a place where he made custom-jewellery, I started to work
there and I was told that when somebocdy ceme in I should immedia-
tely stop working and just sit there, &xll the employees there
knew it and sigrnaled me when somebody rang the bell and came in,.
When the war broke ouﬁ, I hac¢ to leave Paris, Raymond's
wife, Lucy, who came from Reims, had friends there who had a shoe
store, and they made arrangements for me to go there &nd work in
their shoe store for & long, long time, a few months, and in the
meantime Francis stayed in Le Tougquet. Raymond and 3Suzanne wrote
to me thet it was toc difficult for me to take care of Xrancis
and that there was an organization, caslled 035, which took care
of children of doctors, 4t thet time I got some money from that
organization, about 100 francs a month, for Francis as support,.
They képt iriting gbout it and I told them that under noc circum-

stences would I agree to that, that they could not do that to him,

since he was away from his parents, and that I will join him,
Suzanne wanted me to give ?rancis to this organization, so that
I woulé be free and thet it would be easier for me. There were
many children with that organization and very well taken care of,

and they perhaps survived the 1!

wesS very upset gbout this whole thing, and Raymond carie to Reims

and he calmed me cdown, They said they were afrazid thet I would
commit suicice, if thev .took Francis awey from me, anéd he assured
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me that they.would not do it, Scon afterwerds I got my permit,
celled reciﬁicé. I did not get cne, I got two suddenly. 3So, now
I was free to travel and I vent right awey to Le Touquét, I lived
for & while vith the Wurmfelds, the war had broken out zlresady,
and then I gct my ovn little apartment, since I had gotten some
money from Ernst Husserl and Maurice Ziegler,

The war had broken out on 3Sedtember 3rd, 1G3G, but there wasg
calm on the western front, The Germens were busy in the East with
the invasion of Poland, then with the invasion of Denmark and Nor-
way., We had curing that time &a very quiet and plezsant 1life, and
everybody thought that thé war was not bad and that it will finish
soon, and they were not aﬁgrr with the Germans, Sut on the 8th of
May, 1940, suddenly the first boros fell, Francis was sleeping
upstairs and he woke up and ceme down., I was standing at the
window and my knees were shaking, and Francis asked me why nmy

knees were shaking end I told hirm that it was cold, I.was asheamed

jeul

to tell him that I was afraid.
Now, there was the guestion what to do, how to leave, That

- g

ium, Helland,

™

was the time when the the Germans hsd invaded Rel
and Luxemburgh, which had startec on May 10th. Some people left,

vhoever could, but I could not find anybody who could take us

(@]

along. Once, there came a truck with Belgian people and I asked

them, whether I could sit there with Francis ané they agreed, and

(=]

was sitting at the end of the truck, with my back to the driver,

and Francis was sitting on my ler, and I had a string and tied

rencis to myself, So, we were riding and rici it wzs a

3
0,
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terrible thing to see, Englist scidiers were conming this way, Del-
gian solclers vere going this wer, vhole regiments vere walking
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Finally've came iInto & forest, where we stayed, We had
nothing to eat with us. The people took out some potctoes from
the field and boiled them, made a fire end baked them, and gave
us some potatoes too, Francis was sitting and looked up, as there
were airplenes over us fighting, and frencis sat down and made a
picture of 1t, The next morning, the Eelgian people came to us
and said that they could not go any further, since the Germans
were already here. VWhen Francis heard this, he started to cry
bitterly, He was sitting on my lap and said: "Lisa, tell me it
is not true, tell me it is not true, may be this are Dutch sol-
diers”, People started td shout at me, how I dered to come with
a child this way. Eut the RBelgians took us back on the same trucl,
not a1l the way. A4t a village Ztaples they let us out, and there

vas an inn end I vent there and asked whether T could sleep there.

he said no, she had no room, But she saw that I was so despersate

derstand it", and it was very hard for us., The whole area was

5

already occupied by the Germans. One man sa?l

[N

to ancther one:
Fow many miles do you think it is to the Stephunsplatz (in Vienna)

! \ ) . : . . ) . 5
rom here?", And ve were sitting there znd one soldier turned.to
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so szd in German, And I dicd not rezct, Then we went up to the
e
ms 4 - £ 4

rocom, lhe next day, there was an officer there sittinzg in 5 car
-a + s ye o o oYna IeR Ry v~ W oax e o 250 t ) .
and the people cal to him anc they ecskedé: "Can we go tnere, is
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it occupied?”, And he dié not understand and I went there eand
said that I understand some Germsn, and I was the interpreter
then,

th the little velise and I took

%
’Mlt

We then started to walk, I
it on my shoulder and we walked toiards Le Touquét which was quite

=

gr, 4And there came a soldier and asked where we were golng, and

L]

I told him and he sgeid that vie can't go there, because they are
fighting there, "It is the zbre:rouge"; he told me "you have to
go some other way"., So, we went back, end some people said "You

can get some bread, but you have to show your identification card",
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. not get any bread., and so, ve
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That we coul¢ not do, so I cou
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were walking and walking, end thers came

milk, and I saked the man to tgke us zlong and he took us,

’,.lo

ved
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.y, wve arr n Le Touguét snd we went to our szpart-

it was completely ermpty, everything was taken, I had

[\

bed sheets, which aunt Lotise had given me, I had so

5

meny cans with food, vhich pecple had given me before they left.

thing, I knov 1t, She was a mean person, 3he told me I could not

live there anymore, but I stavsd there sany

came to me end said that I had dropned something, a card d'identit

e
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or a recipicé, She had found it, &né she came to my plsce and

him, and he writes her letters and she answers him, But he .does
not know French and she does rnot snow German, and she asked me
whether I woulcd be willing to translate., This was Mrs, Reoi, the
oride of & very, very rich ., 20, I started to write love
letters for her, and there was sl:z0 o lr, RBaer who had come to
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man, Wwho looks for somebody who speeks French ancd German, 4and I
wvent to him and he en'aged me anc I was selling cigarettes and
cigars to the German soldiers, I eerned quite a lot of money at
that time, he pzid me very well snd he was selling watches too
~and every time when somebody came and bought & watch, he gave me
some percentage, And I made a good business gnd the Germans came
in and talked to me and I tola them that I was here since a long
time and that I am engaged to a French soldier, something like

that, But one officer came zlweys when I was sitting there on

the cheir, Once, one man tried tc get fresh with me snd he threw

pas

him right away cut. And he must have known what my situation was
and one dey he told me not to go out in the street becazuse they

n the street today and that

g
Q
]
H
=
IS
w0
-
W
'..._l
~
[
3
o
[

n the street znd a besutiful car with

o

German soldiers stopoed and one man saic¢: "The moon is full, to-

morrow v

@

are going to England", That was true, that was the day

0,

they had triec to invade Englen

One day, somebody.called ir the street that &l11 Tchechs, an

~
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Jews, and Polish people should come to the commissariat and give
their nemes, At that time, I wes very friendly with Mrs. Roi and

longer end he vould take two cars and leave, So, Mr, Baer was

c¢riving the other cer, and early

3 ey . - n - r i
2 2 - + 1Y e + " 3 3
in the morning we gll left Le Touzuét toward the South, It was
I N % o 3 * <+~ Sm
a begutiful drive, Wwe went throuch Rouen, I remember, on the
LR 2 - 203 honet Q e T e c LA % 4 + it
y Ir, R0l Dbougit some eggs end for the first time I ste Lthem
e Tt was delicious T T | - & Ea Ty, i@
raw, It was delicious,  ihe erec Iresh eggs, IHr, Roi hsd
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a house there in a village La Bernerie, on the beach on the Atlan-
tic Ocean, not far from Brest.

At thet time I was completelv separatec from Pgul, I did

ct

went away from Paris, rPaul

had gone to Nice, But, unfortunstely, he went back to Paris, but

I was not there anymore, ke weas taken into & kind of concentretion
camp,. on a race track, vhere they put them before they sent them

to different places, and he was sent to cemp Milady.Man, From there
he vas still in contact with me, he wrote to me to Le Touquét-

Paris Plage, and, in fact, I got in Paris Plage the psrmission

to visit him with Frencis, jusi before the war oproke out, =znd

b1

ad written to us in Peris Plage thsat cen go to Cglais to
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or Francis, I went to the police and aske
permission to go to Czlais, They tolc me that I can go there,

they can give rie the permission, but there are no bridges anymore,

a0 s . <O 7 & . - - * %

and ne put us in there, me anc Francis, It weas very nice there,
T L P ¥ - S 2 ] 3 - + : 2\ 2 %
Frencis was happy, he had a wonderful time, he vent fishing =ll

the time, and he ate snesils, There was no schocl there,

We did not kmow vhat to cdo now, One day, lirs, Roi came over
and told us ve should go to the priest, he will make you Catholics

and you will not be Jewish anymcre, But I knew that that would

when we heard thet the Nazis are coming nearer andéd nearcr, one

cday I took Frencis and Ve vent to Paris by train,

in Zaris ve went to Jagues Ziegler and he said that Francis
can stay with him, but that I could go to a hotel nearby, he would
not dare to tale me in.- He was efreic, I went to Luey's apart-
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ment, becsuse she was not there, so I stayed in her gpertment,
I stayed there only & very short time, because I tried to get =
permit to go to the unocccupied zone, to Vichy. Somebody hzd given

me the %ey to Lucy's apartment, I did not get in contect with

)

b=

Suzanne, because did not know where she vas, &5 she was already

"under-groundé"., May be, I telked by phone with aunt Loulise, who
was on the Platezu, I don't remember., But she told me where the
key to Lucy's gpartment was,

I got the information that I had to be very early, st L ofclock
in the morning, at the German cormmissariat to get in, or whetever
that office was cslled, where they give the permits to go to the
un-occupied zone, 4nd I vent there and there was already a very

long line of weiting people., I vent to the door and there wss &

French gendarm, end I spoke to him ir Frerch and tolc¢ him that he
should have pity with me, because I am completely lost, since I

vl 3 23 A = Yam s < 5 £ ] = P £
zm here vwith a child and the fatzer of the chilada hsd left for the

un-occunied zone anc I have nothing to live on, &and he let me go

in. Someboly hac told me, when you &are inside you ask for & cer-
tain gentleman, vwhose name I had on a plece of paper, 3o, I went

pefore thet man, and I asked hirm in German whether I coulé talu

5

that I want., 4and I tolé Lim

<

to Mr, so and so, and he asked rme
the same story, that I am here with my child gnd that my husband
had left me, and that I want to finé hir in the un-occupsied zone,
, and ke said you can have so

and so riuch money, and you can go, 3o, I went to the station with

e 4 s ) T . -
I told him to come too, Eut he said that he had to stay there,
o T I .

Ra X 3 < +34 - - L ! 5 T s %9
Baron Rothschild is there, and he will help me. There I will ce
1 o T +*078 B4m + 9 + I8 acl= - o 5 T
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In the ﬁrain, it was very disagreeable, as the Germezn s0l-
diers azsked where ve lived and what I ¢id. But finally we arrived
in Vichy end Lucy was there, The vhole Alliance Isrselite had
moved to Vichy and so Lucy was there, The moment we arrived in
Vichy, they gave me something like 500 francs, and I rented a raom
in a little hotel, There Francis got the measles, He was very,
very sick, He had very high fever, I had to sleep in the same
bed with him, and it was so bitter cold in Vichy that winter,
Vichy was not prepared for a cold winter, there were no windows,
there were doors, which did not close well and col@ air came in
between the dcor and the floor. During the desy, I was sitting
near %im, and it was so cold that I got chilblains on my feet.

I was alwzsys glad to lie down with him in his bed, I remember

t

’Ju
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that he said in his fever that he saw grandme - he saigd

SN

ding on & stick: "I see her,

bte

Cerman: Grossmeme - thzt she was r

8

she is riding on &« stlck, she is coming here'", He was supposed

to be in a hospital, because he had & contagious disease, znd he

I explained it to her that theyv could not do this, that this child

%will never get well, 1f he gets this shock now, to be separated

iAnd we had ncothing to eat., They sent us up someth
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vwe could not eat, There was nothing to eat in Vichy., Luckily

~ ~] =} -2 ] £ om N & 3 - i3
enc she sent me something from the country, and Lucy brought me
] J g

£130 something né I'riends 2 Yem Q 3 L - et
ething, ané friends of hers 30, he got well egain, &nd
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at that time I started to corrsespond with Paul again, who was ir

i - iy T e e 7 . .

Nice, Before, vhen I vas still irn Le Touguét, could write to
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faul, There-were printed postcards end you could write only by

inishing « printed sentence, for instance: "I am here, how are

b

you?" I sent him these printed sostcards, and he sent me printed
postcards, This was the correspondence that was allowed between
people in the occupied zone and those who were in the un-occupied
zone, This was done through Suzanne, Then, when I was in Vichy,
I could already write regulzrly to Paul, But I could not go to
Nice, because the Depertment, where Nice was, was closed, and ve
were not allowed to go there, Every Department in France had its
own regulations,

But then 1t was Openéd and the moment they opened it, I took
g train and I vent to join Paul in Nice, passing thkrough Lyon,
wvhere I met &z brother-in-law of Lucy, a Mr, Werdenschlag, whom

on and I went out of the

e

I knew very well. He ceme to thes stat

train, he kissed me, and we telked for =z while, In Nice, we first

look for somebody to take him along to Cuba, and we were looking
and looking, Once, there was & couple, about to leave for Cubs,
and we got in contact with them, but ther refused, They did not

- 4 -+ Fs: oo O =3 s~ ‘ R .
want to taks the responsibility, since it was such g terrible

-

trip through Spain and Portugel, I wrote Adolph that there wes
no possibility to find somebocy, vho vould taks Francis along.
e asked also the Jewish Committze, whether they could do any-
tning gbout it, but they refused,
Then adolph, luckily, succezied - he described the amezing
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himself - in getting visas for both, Francis and me, which wvere
sent by telegram to Cannes, and we-went there and got the visas,

5

The trouble was that I had no pessport, 2But, luckily, they put

the visa on nmy recipicé, Wwhile we were in Nice, we had a pretty
I

good time, rancis went swimming on the beach, and he went to

school there, We came to Nice in February 16L1 and stayed till
September 1941,

The fare for the boat was peid by & committee. When we left
France, we had trouble on the frontier, because our baggage was
not thers, and ve had to sleep over, Then the baggage came the
next dev, The place onn the Spanish frontier was Pau, & famous

spa, famous through the story of Bernadette, We vent straight

south in 3Spain ané hed to change trains in Saragossa Thzt wes

a most terrible experience, When the train came, 1t was over-
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filled, the people vere sitting on
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stairs, And suddenly somebody screared: "They are putting cn new

b thes

cars

D

and I was running t 8. I could not run, I had
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the valises, I was crying: "Help me, help me" and finslly & man

ceme and he carried the valises and we vere running, we never

5

got 2 seat, but we got in and Francis could sit on the valises.
From there we vent to Madrid, where we wanted to. stav over n

Nevertheless, when we arrived, I took
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frado Museum, W¥When ve got there, it was closed already. 4and I
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thet I can't be in Madrid without having been in the Prado
Museum, We went back to the hotel, and ve slept two or three
h

iours, We didn't even stay over night Peeple 1n Marseil

& J & o < - . J -
toléd vs to rent & room in a hotel just to sle
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In LiSbén, we went to the Hicem, I met there Mr, Reder, He
heard that I gave the names Elise Rosegg and Franz Mechner, when
he heard the name Mechner, he came to me and asked me, whether I
bapop ed to lmov a Dr, Adolph Mechner, I said: "Yes, this is his
son', So, that was a lucky thing, beczuse on the boat he brought
Francis something to eat, every day. On the boat, we had nothing
to eat, Mr, Reder was in prison in Spain, I don't know vhy, they
found a letter on him, or so, His head was shorn, an¢ he and his
wife, both, were very upset and sick, and they let them stay in
the second class, So, they got something to eat, but we were not

-

even in the tourist class but down there on the bottom of the boat,

on wooden plank-beds, Somebody had tolc us in Lisbon that we
should buy beach chairs, and that we did, and some chocolate,
I sent a package with chocolate to my parenté from Lisbon,

I had met a man in Lisbon, who was Greek, and he was very

.

ul, He took us to & rooming-house, and I rented a room there.
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Francis was very sick, with high fever, and I put him to bed there

end had to leave, We had missed the boat, which 1e vere supposed
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eceuse in Marseille it took long to get the paupers, and
ve had to sleep over on the 3panish frontier on account of the
missing baggage. But that was not & vtad thing, because ve went
with & boat, which went the next day and that was the "Villa de

Madrid", VWe did n
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st part of the boat,

rencis got very sick and felt better on the upper deck, I

Touné out thet there was a wash-room, wrere Ycu ccoulc wash, eng I
also found out that the marines haé & shower-roon, So, at 5 or 6
o'clock in the morning, I went with Francis, and we took z wonder-
ful shower in the morning, and then vent back to our deck-chairs
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The sea was very calm, anc soon Francis was not sea-sick anymore,
and we never had a storm, He was very upset and he cried, when
he said that ve sre leaving the land, and that Paul was not there.
But the rest of our voyage was rather nice, and we arrived wvell

in Hevana,
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