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Interview with Lisa. 

I ws s bor~ on January Jrd, :gb4, one day after my father's 

b . t' d · b" thd - n~ ~or h ' ~ ~'hD or.·ly t·1-.·'J.ng ir .:1 ay, quasi as a ir ay -ors-=>e" 1,, J. -.1.l.""• - __, --

that was not perfect was that e ve :'ybody was (isappointed , since 

there wa s already a girl s.nd eve :'."'ybody h&d ex_?ec ted a boy . All 

the a unts and uncles were disap !)cinted. M:y mo ther who was very 

y oung, had now t wo girls and ~ith a d ifference in age of only one 

ye&r and li months. But, neverthe less, I gre~ up, and after fi~ 

nishing the public school, I v,·ent to the same l y ceum as Hedy, the 

Beamteritoechter Lye eum, for a!"lot:-_sr _ 6 . year:;> . It was not ve ry easy 

to be c..drGi tt ed to that school, s:..nce t hey took only girls of hi r h 

g ov ernme:r-: t employees, and, of CC'...::'se, v.·e haC. to pay tuition fees. 

(Je learned_ there tKo foreign languages, French and English. It 

was in a certain way a waste of ~ :.me to study thsre, becc..use after-

vards you could not continue stuty ing at a University witho ut __ _ 

hav ing stuc1 ied Latin. A:'te r I f :..:-~i:J hed 1-.: ith -:he l yceum, J. r eally 

did not knov.: ;,:h& t to do. I wt. s s.: home . I i :i:-.. s then l 7 in the 

year 1921. I don 1 t rem enbe r 1·:'1a: I c.'l i d E~ft er;,·ards . I rs:r-:ernbe r 

~iedy 1 s and_ A8olph 's ;~edd ing , i ,::-:iC''.1 w~s in 1 928 . In 192 9 I 1'·i e:r::.t 

to Paris to study French and s t.s.-::-sd there f o r one ye&..r, ::'..i ved. ir.. 

a l ittle hotel near rr.y rel11ti ves, uncle Otto &...."1d his far~,ily in 

Rue Lafaye tt e . The s choo l was tt~ Alliance Fr~ncaise, ~ special 

school for peop le frorr. fo reigr.. c:·...:.ntries, a.."1d .s.t the end of the 

c ourse you had to take a test. 

Wh'3n I CEu"ll e bt::.ck t o 'Jiem"la,: sts.!"ted to teach French . I :ts.d 

~ui te a lot of :i-JUp ils. 'l1her. r:.;:.- c:: ·Jsins 3uzb.nne b.nc i'ts.yrnond w&..n".: ec 

me to ccme bac k to Paris and I ~e~ t the r e for b. s.e cond time, but 

th i s time I sts.ye~ there onlv ~c~ 3 rnc~ths b.nd I stuyec rnust ly 
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at their summe r home on t he Plateau d'rivron. 

Wben I ca.Inf' oack, I ·vent to s. Hotel Sc h ool in Vier..n&, &.. vecy 

good s chool and I -v,·ould have been able tci ·v.:ork in ar:y hotel and 

I tried to get a position, and just at that time it was more s.nd 

more difficult for Jewish people to get a position in a hotel. 

There was t:'."-1e Nazi regime in Germany and the tou:!"'ists v.:ho crone 

to Austria were mostly Germans and they cid not want Jewish people 

in the hotels. 3esices, at that t:Lme, t h ere was great te_nsion 

between Austria and Germany, and the Germans had instituted a 

charr.e of 1000 marks on Germans cesiring to visit Austria, thereby 

comp letely ruinin~ the Austrian touri s t business. 

After the invasion of Austria by the Naz is 'things got bad 8JDd 

many people left the country. I h a c a special experience once. 

I was standing at t he streetcar station, across the home wn ere ve 

lived, vait in ~ for a streetc&r, vhen t~ c Naz is ~ith th~ swas t~ka 

bands on their a!"'ms cs.rr..e aver to me a:::.d asked !'1e to go "v. i t h them 

to wash floors in the t r ain s ts. ti on l'~or~v.-estbar.L!' ... hof. I refusec, 

said th~t I c an not go now, that I vas in a hurry, since I had 

to g o to a lawyer . I had the courage to resist, becaus e i was 

sure , since rry parents were loo king out of the v·indo~; &nd I 

don 't kn m-' what rny father v;ould h2ve cor.e, if he v:oulC. hc..ve s eer. 

rne going ·v-i th these h 'o men. So, it hel)ed, the streetcar ca~e , 

anf I went v ith the streetcar and escap ee this ordeal. 3oon af-

terwarf s rr~ c ousins i n ?aris succ eed ed in fe tting a visa f or rre 

to co~e to Fr&nce. 

One day, I ~ent to the F~ench co~sulate &nd t he r e ~e re 20 

p~ople or 30 waiting on line , out c.n c". s c.. i d : t1 I 
":", .. : 

so":" r y , I hs.ve onl y one vj_sc.n . r'.r.C. this o::-. e v: a s fe r rr. e . I ·v-.·c..s v e r y 

ha~Jy , but I felt ba~ to go i n and 1 2t a:l thes e psopl e dis~)pointet 
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standing there in the street. I ?acked then my things; my father 

had to go and ge t all kind of pa? ers for me, to show th~t he anc 

I had payed all our taxes. Peop~e told me to go to France through 

Germany , becaus e pe ople were rnuc~ nicer there than on the S~iss 

fronti er. 

So, I left on the 30th of M~y, 1938 , and I had a very good 

trip and arrived in Paris. Befo~e I had left, I had tried to 

learn different things so that I could earn money, and I learned 

to make belts. and I made quite & few belts at home and sold them 

later. had brought them along fro:r:: Vienna. 'I'hey v.;ere made from 

strings, beautiful strings in all colors. ~o, I tried to earn 

some money V\'i th that, but my p &r e::ts al so sent me some m:mey in 

form of r etour-stamps and I got s. v:hole package of these stwnps 

and my cousins in Tchechoslovakia sent me elso some money . T .... 

1 i v e d in the house of my aunt ar:c I did not need :rmch money . This 

was qiJ.it e a llright, till Adolph ~s..""le vJith Fr2..ncis . 

Francis made t tings a li ttl := diffic ult. r. c' olph staye d only 

for l h favs till he l eft for S t , Naza ire to take the boat for . v , 

Havana, Cuba. The plan, discusse~ at lengt~ ov ~ r the phone, was 

that Francis would s tay only for a short time after~ards , till 

Hedy would hav e got t en the 1Dne!'i cc..n vis a anci. ~,,.; ould then p&.s s 

t r.rough i'aris v:ith Johanna. and p :..: k up ?ranci s . .i-1.fter h.dolph 

left, Suzanne t ol e rr:e one e that : :. ir:gs wculd not work out since 

au_""lt Louise v! s.s very nervous. S~ 2 had a l way s t ri e d to t each Nicol e 

v.1ho was so sev e r el y me ntally ret s.: f. ed to r ea d and 'v: ri t e and there 

1-:a s ~rn· F r ancis, 7 yes. rs ol d , -...'!:.c v:c.. s so hi ghl y intelli gsnt &nd 

coulc r ee.d and ',: rite •. ~t..u:t Loi_\i:: -:: go t ve ry .:.. rri~atec. , screar,ec 

:::.. .L...v· -.-, ·-~colP. ;..: .. r-.~ \ ,,pc. s '\,. F", -r::7 ~.', ."',· S E:: +- . ~ · ·--:-- L-ouise c;1' c.' not sr.t "\T :..-nvt}: ; ~,... ~ - - - - V -~ -• _ ,; '-' •• -·· · - · - • ~,) - °<' - · -'- '·!::> 

v:as not goo ci f o:c> 
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aunt Louis e a.nd J';icole tha t Francis should stay there. I then 

got the idea to move after I f.Ot in touch v..-i th Fri tzi Zimme rmann, 

and ve r ented together an apartment in ~ obinson, a suburb t o the 

north of Paris. It was a ne-1,; house a."'1d it was o_ui te a nice apar t -

ment. ~e ve re livi~r t h ere together for quite a ~hile, it was 

very agreeable, and Francis ~ent to school there. I earned some 

T"loney vd th th G belts. But Fritzi was ~regnant and gave birth, 

but it was a stillbirth. Soon afterwarC.s, Leo Zirmnermb.Tm_ got a 

) Osition in Caen ~nd they moved to Caen. 

I had to move, 0f course, and they ha c friends whose name was 

\'Jurmf eld, who lived in the Rue d ';... tl&.s, and they got me a one-room 

apart:mer,t \·.:i th a tiny kitchen anc. a be. throo:rr.. Fra::J.cis Fent ther e 

again to s chool ~hich was just around t h e corner. There ~e lived 

no\.V, a::J.d at th e end of tr.E. y e a r at Nev: Years . de.y .Suzan..."'1.e in1:i t e d 

rr. e to a party . I brought Fra~cis to r.y aunt on the Plateau, s o 

t ha t h e could S)end the ni ght ther e . And t ha t w&s th ~ eveni~g 

wh en I Met 2aul. From theri on, v e rn e t ~er e or l e ss of ten, ~e 

v: e n t ou t some tines, they came t o cur a p s.rtr::ent and I cooke d ci.inner 

for them, 3uzann e and h e r fri en c an d ?aul. Oft en ~e ~ ent for 

dinne r to the Plat eau on ~eekends . 

All t:rrn time , I tri ec. t o pet 8. pe r.r.:'..t, 1·:hicL w1':.s n ec ess c. ry 

to stay in Paris. When the surn.r~s r c~r:e, I sent ?rancis to Le Tou-

quet - ? aris Pl ag e on t~e Ca~&l ce la Ma~che, south of ~oulogne. 

A brother of Ifr . l:iurr:f e l d a~1d ~i s 1·:ife h::.d 8.D apa :r>tment t he re a ~·:a 

t hey to ok ca re of ch:ldren. I L:_d t o pr:..y v e r y little f or Franci s , 

be caus e I had r e c or:mend~ d t o ther. a li :,tJ.. e girl, and t hey h t::. d 

oths0 ~hi l ~ren vho pa i d qu:te ~ ell. 

In "'.:he r.J.e c;;. r.ti::e , I cot rror. e:· :<.~ :-- e r. r::: rel t-. tives i n 7cbecho -

s l cvakia &nd fror~. r:y pa!' e ::.. t s . 
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not only money, they sent me sausages and ham, which Paul sold. 

It was Kinny Feldmari_n, r...ee Lc.::-idl er, a:id her r.i.usband. They sent 

it quite often and so I had money. v;nen Tchechoslovakia ·\>.:as taken 

over by the Nazis, this came to an el1.d. But Raymond, ·v.-ho w o. s on 

a business trip, phoned me and t old me that from now on I ~ill 

work for him in his business, even if I had no permit to work. 

He had a place ~here he ~ade custom-jewellery. I started to work 

there and I was told that when s or:leboC.y came in I should :j.mrnedia-

tely stop working and just sit there. rlll the emp loyees t here 

knew it and si gnaled me wh en somebody rang the b ell and came in. 

~ben the war broke out, I had to leave ?aris. Ra~"1'nond 1 s 

v:ife, Lucy, wl10 came from ·Reims, had fri ends there who ht..d a shoe 

store, and they made arrar...gements for me to g o there and work in 

thAir shoe store for a long, long time, a few months, and in the 

meantime Francis sta yed in Le Tou;ue t. Raymond and 3uzanne wrote 

to me that it was toe difficult for me to t a ke care of Francis 

and tha t there was an organ izc.tion, c al l ed 03~, whic~ t ook ca.re 

of children of docto~s . At t~at time I got some money fr om that 

or ~a~ization, about 100 fr ancs a month , f or Francis as suppor t. 

'They kept wri t i ng about it a nd I tol d them tha.t unC.er n o circum-

s t ances ~ould I agree t o tha t, t hat t hey could not do that to hin, 

since he was away from his par ent s, and that I will join h im. 

SuzaI".ne v:anted I"le to give Fra::cis to t h is or gc.nizat ion, s o that 

I \-mule be free and tha_t it .... :oul ci be easier for me. There were 

many children vd th that organization a::ic. ve:,y '\·: e ll t &ken care of, 

a nd they perhaps surviv ed the 1fazi .terror>. .So, I said "no". I 

was ve ry upset c.b out t h is \.-.:hole t h i ng , &..::1d Rs.yr:iond car1e to Reims 

and he calmed m~ ~o~n . They s~ id t he y ~ e re af ruiC. th&t I would 

Corn·r'._·., "i .._L. su~-'-c~. c'_ e , if +-h -· · tool.r 0 .,.., a~~ ~ ~ - , _ .~, . .f'>, orr. m 
• - - • - - l· ~ (_, ' . · "- r - . ! v .!. :,, a. y, t::.' .1 l, . e ' anc he as sured 
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me that they vwuld not do it. S8~n afterwards I got my permit, 

( called recipice. I did not gst c~~, I got two suddenly. So, now 

I was free to travel and I vent ~ight away to Le Touqu~t. I lived 

fo!' a while Fi th the Wurmf elds, t":le war had broken out c...lreo.dy, 

and then I got my m,-n little apartment, since I had gotten some 

money from Ernst Eusserl and Mau~ice Ziegler. 

The war had broken out on Se~tember 3rd, 1939, but there was 

calm on the western front. The C-ermans -were busy in the ;3:ast v,·ith 

the invasion of Poland, then Fitt the invasion of Denmark and Nor-

way. We had ~uring that time a very quiet and pleasant life, and 

everybody thought that the war v;c.s not bad e.nd th& t it v:ill finish 

soon, and they were not angry ~i:~ t he Germans. rlut on the 8th of 

May, 1940, suddenly the :irst bo~j s fell. Francis was sleeping 

upstairs and he v:oke up and cane dm-: n. I was standing s.t the 

windm,i and my lmees were shal-:ing, &nd Francis asked me why my 

~=nees .... .r e re shaking and I tel C. hi:--. ths. t it was cold. L~wc;.s asr_BJT:ed 

to t e ll him th a t I was afraid. 

Now, the r e was the question ·,:hat to d o, hOi·: to leav e . 'l'hat 

v:as t he time .,,.hen t h e t he Gerr:ar.s hs.d inva. ded Belg iur.i, Eo lland, 

and Luxe:;r;burgh , 'h·hich h a G. sts.rte C. on Hay 1 0th. Some people left, 

v.'hoever could, but I could :::lot r:..:::d anybo dy '<h o could take us 

along. On ne, there came a truck ~ ith Belgian people and I asked 

them, Hhether I could sit t he :-' e 'l : i. t h Frar:cis anc they agreed, and 

I was sit ting at t h e end of t h e 7::-- uc k , 1-;i th my ba.ck to the driver, 

and Fra~cis was sitting on my le.~, and I h a.d a string and ... . ' vleQ 

Fr a ncis to ~yself. ~o, ~e ~e~ e ~:.. d ing a nd ri f ing , and i t wa s a 

:j e l-

i n di f f e~~~t di r e c t ions , r e fu~ee ~ ~e re ~~lk ing . 



Fina lly i.-:e came into a forest, v.:here we stayed. 1-ie had 

nothing t o eat ~ ith us. The people took out s ome pot ~toes from 

the fi eld and b oil e d them , mad e a fire and b aked t h em, &nd gave 

us s ome po t atoes t oo. Fr ancis wa s s it t i ng and loox ed up , a s t here 

were airpl an es ov er us f i gh ting, and r,r-c:.ncis sc..t dm-.: n and made a 

picture of it. Th e n ext morning, the Ee lgian p eople came to us 

and said tha t they coul d not go any furthe r, since the Germans 

i,; ere alre a dy here. \'ihe n Francis heard this, h e s t a rted to cry 

bitterly . He v-1as sitting on my lap and said: "Lisa, tell me it 

is not tru e, t ell me it i s not true, may b e this a re Dutch sol-

di e r s tt. ? eop l e s tarted to sho u t a t PJ e, hm,' I de: r ed to come vd th 

a child t h i s way . But t he Belgi ans t o ok u s b2..ck on the sa.'Tle trv. c ~-:: , 

not a ll the ~ay. At a v i l l a ge Zt apl e s they l e t us out, an d the r e 

F a s a n inn a nd I v' en t t he r e and a. s ked ><he the r I c ou l d sleep there. 

3h8 said no , she h ad no room . But she s a~ that I ~a s so despe r ate 

and said that s ome peop l e ~ il l leave tod~y and I can get the r oom , 

but that she could not give PJe fresh ~e~ shee ts , and t hat ~e had 

to s l eep as it i s . Then ve ~e re s itt i n g d o~n and they ~ r ought us 

so~ething to ea t , and ~e c oul ~ not eat , because i t h~s very fat . 

~t the table , next to us , t he re vere sone Viennese so ld i e rs 

s i t t ing 8.nd I told F!'o.:.nci s: :'You don'"c ta l ':{ Gerr.:.s.n , yo u don't U ::-1-

de r s tand i t 11
, and i t 1\;as ve r y ha r d fo r '..ls . The wh ole o.rea i:c..s 

alre a dy o cc up i ed by the Germa~s . One me:.n said to another one : 

"Ho-w ::nan;-7 :11i l es do you tr.ink i t i s t o t r.e St eph::..ns ;ila. t z l in Vi e nna) 

fro Y'1 h e r e ?" . An c': v·e '"' ere s i tting there e:.nd one so l d i e r turned . t o 

r!e a::-~ c s 3. id : 11 Mis s , ,,; hy C:o ;-,~ot: hs.v e suer_ s c. d eyes, v,'hy do you look 

so s e d? 11 i~ Ge r ::-1.c.n . And I did not r es et . Tr..8:::. ·,; e 1-'8 ::1 t u p to the 

room . The next day , t~ G r e was ~~ office~ there sitting i~ a c ar 

a nd t~e peop l e c 8J ;1e t o h i rr: a r..c t:'.: cy L..S ke: : 11 Cc..n v: e c:i t}·1e r e ' :'.. s 
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it occupied? 11
• And he ~. .... ...... 

1...<lO. no v UI'-derstand and I went there and 

said t hat I unders tand some Ger!".l&.."'l, and I was the intc-rpreter 

then. 

~e then started to walk, I ~ith the little valis e and I took 

it on ~y shoulder and we walked tolards Le To uqu6t ~hich ~as quite 

far. And there car:1e a soldier a:r:d as k ed where we were going, o.nd 

I told him and he said that we ca.."1 1 t go there, because they are 

fighting there. 11 It is the ztme.·. ~rouge 11
; he told I:le "you have to 

go some other way". So, we went back, &nd some people said "You 

can get some bread, but you have to shm-: your identificc:;.tion card". 

That we coul c not do, so I could. :-lot g e t any bread . .tt.nd so, v: e 

we!'e Y.:alkine; and walking, ·and ther e CB....';le a littl e c11rri a t;e hi th 

nilk, and I saked the man to tak~ us along and he took us. 

Final J.y, v e arrived in Le Touqu e t and -we v.:ent to our .s.part-

ment, and it was completely e~~ty, everything was ta ken. I had 

beau t2.fu l bed sheets, which aunt Lot· is e hacl_ g iven i:1e, I had so 

mE:!ly cans -,,,;1th food, ,,_-hic:!:-1 peo~l e he.C. .siven me bef ·:>re the ~; left. 

J:..nd no"-, I had ab sol u tel y no thir.g. ':'he l andl&dy h ad t&ke n evary-

thir..g, I knm· it. She .wa s arr.ear. person . She told me I could ~ot 

live ther e any~ore, but I stayed ~her~ &nyway and then sonebody 

c~me to ITP and sa10 that I had d~~p~ec something, a card d'ident ite 

or a recipice. She had fou..~d it, she c~~e to my place and 

told :me that she knoys e.. Vi enn es s rnc.n and she \.;as in l ove v:i th 

hin, and he ·v. ri tes her let te rs a:::'.i she 2,ns1-:ers hin. .out he .dd.es 

not J.:!10i:: F:!"'ench and she does :r:ot !:n o ;-: Germ&n, and sh e asked me 

whe thsr I woul~ be ~illing to tr~~s l~te. This was Mrs. Ro i, th e 

bride of a very, ve r y rich bar-..:::e::--. So , I s t ar t ed to ~rite lov e 

come to 

Le ~ c uqu~t . ~nf he told me t~ at :~e ~ e ws s somebody, a n e lgian 
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man, v.ho looks for somebody ·who speeks French and German. And I 

went to him and he engaged me an~ I was selling cigarettes and 

cigars t o t he German soldiers. ... earned quite a lot of monsy at 

that time, he paid me very wel l and he was selling watches too 

and every time '\.-.'h en somebody came and bougLt &. watch, he gave me 

some psrcentage. And I made a good business 8.nd the Germc::-...n s came 

in anf talked to me and I told them that I was here since a long 

tirr..e and that I am engaged to a French soldier, something. like 

that. 3ut one officer came always when I was sitting tbere on 

the chair. On ce, one man tried to ge t fresh ~ ith me and he thr ew 

him right a·.-v ay cut. And he must have k:novm -v;hat my situc..tion w&s 

and one day he tol~ me no t to go out in the street because they 

are asking p e ople for all the pa]ers in the s tr ee t todc..y and that 

I s~ou~c stay in today . 

Once I was \"S..lkine; in the s:rec;t :::.nd a bec.utiful c&r with 

Germar'. soldiers stop_;:ied and one r.&n sai( : "The noon is full , t o-

morrow ,, e ar e going to Engl&nd 11
• That ws.s t!'ue, th&t ""v;c.s the day 

they hR.d trie.c' to j_nvs.de :2.:nglf_nc. 

One day, somebo dy called i~ the stre e t that all Tc~e chs, and 

Je~s, &nd ?olish pe op le should come to the corriJnissariat and giv e 

the::_!' n2...'n8S , At th&t time, I w& s very fri e ndly ~it~ Mrs, Roi and 

he !' children, an d t hey had some servants and they were ? olish 

girls. So, Mr . noi decidec that Ye should not stc.y there any 

longer F.nc he ;,-cul t take tv.o cars s.nd leave . So, i''ir • .Daer was 

d~iving one car anci Mr. ~oi was t~iving the o th e r c~r, and e~rly 

in the morn i ng ~e all left Le ~o~~u~t t o~ard the ~outh. It Wb.S 

a b eautiful drive, ~e ~ ent t~~c~~h Rc uen . 

~av.-. v e r:-.- _ ...... r r- · (., 1-
J.. .... . ~ ..;).i..!. 

:L rernemb e:r·, on the 

egg s . l ir . He, i ht:.:: 
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a house there in a village La Be~nerie, on the beach on the Atlan­

tic Ocear., not far fron Brest. 

At that time I was comp l etely separate{ from Paul. I did 

not hear fror: him anymore. .3efo:-e I went 8.Wa:y from Paris, ?aul 

had g one to Nice. But, unfortunc.tely, he went back to Pa.:--is, but 

I was not there a.nymore. lie was ta.ken into a kind of concentrE, tio.....YJ. 

camp, . on a race track, 1--here they iJut them before they sent therll. 

to d i f ferent places, and he was sent to caJnp Mila£3.y~ ~:t'.'lan . From there 

he Fas still in contact with Me, he "i-Jrote to me to Le Touquet­

Paris Plage, and, in fact, I got in ?aris ?lage th~ pe rmission 

to visit him v.;i th FrE..nc is, jus:t jefore the v .. Ta r oroke out. :: ... nd 

Hedy had -v:ritten to us in .2aris ?lage that I ce..r: go to Cslais to 

get the visa for Francis. I \.: ent to the _tJolice and askecS for the 

permission to go to Calais. ~hey tole me that I can go there, 

they c a n give n e thP. p e rr.:ission, but there a re no bridges c.r_ymo::>e, 

y ou c c.n' "': :::;c" the r e anymore . ':'ha: 1-:2s ·o efore we fled from there. 

Nearby, vh~re Mr. Roi h8d his hous e , tt e re was an e~p t y h ouse, 

and h e put us in there, Me anc F~a~ci s . It was v e ry ~ic e t h e r e , 

Fr&ncis Ka s happy , he h a d a ~cnderful t ime, he v ent fis h i n g b.ll 

t he time, and h e a te snails. Th e r e was no school ther e . 

One d 2.y , '.·1rs . Ro i c a.r::e over 

a nd told us ~ e should go to the priest , he ~il l mak e y o u C&tholics 

and y ou v'ill not b e Jevdsh an::--:-'"',G!"· e . 3ut I knev: that t ha. t 1-:ould 

rjo t he l p a!1yr_or e. v· i th t he Na zi s ' a n c, I didn It d o i t ' c. :nd t h en, 

~h e n ~e he a r d t ha t t he Na zis a re s o~ing nearer an d ~e~r er, one 

cay I t ook Frans is CL.YJ. d \ e \· en t t ~ .?o.:. ris b y tra in. 

In ..:\ s.ris '-' e v-· en t t o J a q u e s ::'... egl P::-' &nd .b e s c. ic tr·_b. t Fr '..::..n ci s 

c a~ sta y ~i t~ hi~, but t h Rt I sc~: c go t o u ~a t ~ l !1 earby , he ~0~ l d 
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ment, because she v-·as not there, so I stayed in her e:.p&.rtr.ent. 

I stayed there or.ly a v~ ry short time, because I tried to get a 

oermi t to go to the ur:.occupied zone, to Vichy. Somebody hc..d given 

:me the key to Lucy's apartment. I did not get in conte:.c t \.\ith 

Suzaii..!1e, bee a use I did not know v;here she i. ;as, 8.S she v.;as already 

"u..nder-ground". M.ay be, I talked by phone with aunt Lou::. :J e, who 

was on the Plateau, I don't remenber. :aut she told me v.here the 

key to Lucy's apartment was. 

I got the information th&t I had to be very early, at 4 o'clock 

in the morning, at the German commissariat to get in, or i·.rhateverr 

that office was c c:-4lled. where t hey give the permits to g o to the 

un-oc:cupied zone. imd I v:en t t!'lere c..nd the re v,;as alreacy a very 

long line of waiting people. I i. ·ent to the door and there was a 

French gendarm, 2.::id I spoke to him ir. FreEch aYJ.d tole him the. t he 

,_ shoulC. L.s..ve pity v..-i tr rr:e , because I &r:-. compl e tely lost, since I 

arr h'3re ·v: i th a child e.nd the f~ t":1e r of th e chi lei had le;ft for the 

un-occu~ied zone and I hav~ nothing to live on. ~nd h e let me g6 

in. Somebody ha~ told me, i..hen you . . ' &re ins1oe y o u as k for & c er -

ta.in ger...tl er:.c.n, -v~.:. cse n ame I had on a _pi ece of !JC.per . 

before that man , and I asked hin in Ger~an hhether I c oul t tal~ 

to Mr. so and so, and he &s k ed Fe what I want . .1-1.nd I t o l c r.:..m 

the s a.r;e story, that I am here 1-:ith my chilC. and that r:-,y husband 

had l e ft me, and trJ&t I want :.o fine. hir~ in the u..n-occu_:; ied zone
0 

In a second he i-·rot 0 rne t he paper, a n d he said you c an Lave so 

and so nuc ~ ~oney , and you can FO . So, I v ent to the stat ion ~ith 

Francis, and ~e l eft. Before t~at , I said gocd - bye to :aques, and 

! to l d hiffi to co~e too. But he sa i d t :'.:s.t he h c.d t o 

'=.he r e J. ; . ill oe 

lost. I told hi~ tc t~y t o co~~ . 
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In the train, it was very disagreeable, as the Germc..n sol-

diers asked where ~e lived and ~hat I eid. But finally ~e arrived 

in Vichy s.nd Lucy v;as there. The v.hole Alliance Israelit e h&d 

moved to Vichy and so Lucy was there. The moment "e arrived in 

Vichy, they gave me something like 5 ·JO francs, and I rented a room 

in a little hotel. There Francis got the me~sles. He was very, 

very sick. He had very high fever, I had to sleep in the same 

bed with him, and it was so bitter cold in Vichy that wi?ter. 

Vichy was not prepared for a cold winter, there were no windows, 

there were doors, i-:hich did not close well and cold air Cfu'Tie in 

between the door and the floor. During the day, I was sitting 

~e nr ~1m ~nd 4 ~ was so ccil d that I got chilblains on my feet . ... J. a. ~ .:._ ' · a.... ~ v 

I was alws.ys glad to lie down id th him in his bed. I remember 

that he said in his fever that he saw granlli~& - he saic it in 

German: Gro ssm2ma - ths.t st.e was ri cing on a s tick: II.I see . . he r, 

she is riding on ~- st ::ck, she i s coming here 11
• He was suppos ed 

to b e in a hospital, becaus~ he had a cont a gious disease, and he 

was in a hotel. This was anothe r fight I h ad to do; I did not 

·want therr: to do thi s to him. ~ had a doctor , a l~dy-doctor, &Ld 

I exolained it to her th& t t h ey coul~ not de this, th&t this chil d 

idll nev e r get -v,·ell, if h e gets t l1 is shock nov: , to be se:;'ar c.:~ ted 

from me . So, she understood, a~d she did not r ep ort the case . 

And we h ad nothing to eat . 'l'hey s ent us up something thc:.t 

ve could n ot eat. The r e was notting to eat in Vichy . Luckily, 

~e got a p re s crip ti on for milk, &nd ~ had a fri end, I l se ~o th, 

and she s ent me something fr om t h e c ountry, and Lucy b r ough t rre 

&lso sorr.e t h i:ic . 8 ::-l c fri ends of h'~ rs. '-'o ·ne ro ._ ' ·-e ll r ~ c. i· n n ~ 
'-' , - ..J ' - c L, " ' • c. 50. . ' E:.. ...... 

Ni c e • 3 e f' or' e , 1 hen I Fas s ": i l l :'.. :::-. L <; -::' o u :..;_ "J. e t , J: c o u l c 1-: r i t e t o 
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.?aul. There were printed postcards and you could write only by 

finishin g a printed sentence, for instance: l1 T .... am here, hov.' are 

you?" I sent him t hes e printed ? Ostcards, and he sent me printed 

postcards. This was the cor~espondence tha t was allo~ ed between 

pe ople in the occupied zone and those 1._iho were in the un-occup::..ed 

zone . This was done through Suz ar.n e. Then, when I was in Vichy, 

I could a lready write regul~rly to ?aul. But I could not go to 

Hice, because the iDepartment, where Nice was, -v;as closed,. and v.:e 

were not allowed to go there. Eve ry Department in France had its 

own re gulations. 

But then it was op ene d a nd the moment they opened it, I took 

a train and I vent to jo in Paul ~n Nice, passing through Lyon, 

·where I met c.. brothe r-in-law of L'J.CY, a M.r. -We rd enschlag, -whom 

I knew very well. He CLJne to th e s t at ion and I v; ent out of the 

t rain, he kissed rne, and ~e talke~ for a ~hi l e . In Ni ce, we firs t 

went t o a hote l, but t hen I ~cv~~ i~to iaul's ~partment in the 

Rue Gloria No . S. 

Then the r e e-arr.e one day a v ~ s&. fo~' Franci::: for Cuba , thr ougL 

ti :e i ntervention o:' Adolph . Le :-.s.c to go to the Cuban consulate 

in Cannes. But I got it only fc ~ Fr~nct s, an~ I ~~s sup~osed to 

look for somebody to t&ke hi~ ~long to Cuba, and ~e ~e~e looking 

and looking . Onc e , there ~as a couple, about to leave for Cuba , 

ar:d he got in contact ·v.•ith them, '.:mt theJ r ef used . They did not 

want to tak~ the responsibili~y, since it was such & terrible 

no poss~~il ity to fi ~d somej ofy , ~ h o v o~l~ taks F~ancis along . 

e. s k s d also th e 

t~ i ~ f ab ou~ it, bu t they r e fuss~ . 

:: :: - - .... _ 
........... - ,} 
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himself - in getting visas for both, Francis and me, which vere 

ser.t by t elegram to Cannes, and Fev:ent there and got the v~sas. 

The trou~l e was that I had no passport. 3ut, luckily, they put 

the visa on ny reci.';):.ce. °hr_ile Fe \-:ere in Nice, -we had .s. pretty 

good time. Franc:.s went swirr.m~ng on the beach, &nd he went to 

school there. We c ame to Nice in Feb ::--uary 194l and stayed till 

September 1941. 

The fare for the boat was paid by a committee. hhen. "\.\:e left 

France, ·we had trouble on the frontier, because our baggage was 

not ther e , and Fe had to sleep over. Then the bag(;,age came the 

next day. The place on the Spanish fronti e r ~as Pau, a famous 

spa, famous through the story of Bernadette. ~-~ e Pent straight 

south in Spain and ha d to change trains in Saragos sa. That was 

a most t erribl e experience. 1::hen the train caJne, it was over-

filled, the people vere sitting on the ~oof s ~nd outs id e on the 

stairs. .And sudC. enly somebody sc!'ear-:. ed: "They c. re putting er. ne \..; 

cars" and I was r ~mning to thes e cars. I coul d not run, I h8.d 

t:1e valises. I was crying: 11 :-ielp me, help me 11 and fir. ally 

c ame and he carri ed th~ valises and ~e l ·e re running. ~e never 

got a seat, but we got in and Francis coul d sit on the valises. 

Frcr.1 there we v.· ent t o Hs.drid , 'hhsre we 1-,:s.n ted to. stay ov e r_ night. 

Neve rthe less, whe n we arrived, I took a taxi ~nd ve drove to the 

?rado Muse-.E.1. Whe n i··e got there, it 'vias clos ed already . J.>.nd I 

s a id that I can't be in Mad rid ~ithout having been in the ?r~do 

Museum. We wen t back to t he hot el, and ve s l ept t~o or t h ree 

hours. We didn't even s t ay ove r ni ght . Pe opl e :. n Mars e ille h ad 

told us to ren t ~ r oom i n a hotel just to s l e ep in the afternoon , 

to r es t , and the n , in Ead~ i d, ~e t ock a t rai~ to fort~~~l . hnt 

e:._b out tri~ \·:e rs c o:'."'k -trees . 
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In Lisbon, we ,,; ent to the Hi c em. I met there Mr. Reder. He 

heard that I gave the names 2lise Ro s egf and Franz Mecr~~er . ~hen 

he heard the nane Hechner, he came to me and a sked me, 'vihether I 

hap:)ened to knO'v' a Dr. Adolph l1echr..e r. I . said: nYes , this is his 

son11
• So, that wc... s a lucky thing, bec8.use on the boat he brought 

Francis something to eat, e very day. On the boat, i,.; e had r..othing 

to eat. Hr. Reder was in prison in Spain, I don't know v-hy, they 

found a letter on him, or so . His head was shorn , anc. he. and his 

wife, both, were very upset and si c k , and they l et them stay in 

the second class. So, t hey got something to eat, but ve were not 

even in the tourist class but do~n there on the bo ~ tom of the boat, 

on '''o oden plank-beds. Somebody had tole us in Lisbon that "'e 

should buy beach chairs, and that ,,_·e did, and Jome chocol a te. 

I s ent a package Fi th chocolate to my parents from Lisbon . 

I had met a nan in Lisbon, -v;:'.-10 was Greek , and he wa..s very 

helpful . He took us to a roo~ing-house, and I r e nted a room there. 

Francis was very sick, vith. h igh fever, and I pu t him to bed there, 

and had to 1 eave . Vi e he.d missed the boat, v:hic h i :e v ere supposed 

to take , because in Ma..rseille it took lo~ g to g et the pa..pe rs ., and 

. .,_, e La d to sleep over on the .Spani :·.~1 f r or:tier on ace oi...:nt of th::: 

missing b aggage . But t~ at was not a o a~ thi~G , b ecause v e ~ e~t 

with a boat, which i:ent the next day &nc that was t::--1e "Villa de 

Madrid
11

• k e did r:ot sleep cm'n i n the loFe st p art of the boat, 

but a ll the time on upp e r dec k on our o e~ch cha irs. 

Fr c.nc is go t ve ry sick a !·~:: f elt b ette r on t he up;i e r d ec k . I 

founc out t h at t here v:as a i; s. sh-ro om , ·v:r_c;: r e ycu c oulc "'·c.s h , & nd I 

a l s o fo und out t~a t t he marines ha ~ u s~ower- ro om . So , a t 5 o r 6 

o 'cl o c k in the n: o ~'ning , I 1- e :: t v:i tI' ? r c. ::-:2is, s n d \.:e t oo~: & wond e :;:->-

:;:~ 1J.l s ~-_ O \·: e '!:'1 i r: +· \., :;:, :r. o rn in ~ , (' ... .... .... ~ 
c.J. J..:, •._, 1 e ::-: t ':Ja e k :. o dec ~ -c L:airs. 
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The se& wz,.s very calm, and soon Fra ncis was not sea-sick a.nymore, 
i' 
,.~~ 

and V..' e n ev er had a storm. He was v e ry t:.?S et and h e cried, v:hen 

he s a id tha t ve a re leaving the land, and tha t Paul ~a s n ot the r e . 

But the rest of our v oyage was r a ther nice, and ~e ~rrived vell 

in Havana. 

' ·· 
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