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lnterview with Hecy. 

I was born on November lSt:r· .. , l902, as the first of! . . tfJ.I'ee 

n).-re.n+-s ha"', wi thi:r: one year and 12-2-children, which my - -

months by Lisa, who was born on 3rd, 1904, and then, 

another years later by Erich, who v:as born on September 30tr .. , 

1906. We had a very happy childhood, there was love and content-

ment. I went .to public school, a short walk from our home, where 

I always was a favorite of the teacher, and I liked school very 

much. My first name Mrs. Schwanzer, and I think I 

,.,- as a good student, bee aus e I got good marks, and ·r also remember 

that she likec the way I my school books, rny copybooks. 

Sometimes she put secretely choc olate into my schoolbag, which 

I then discovered at home, and since I really her favorite, 

she invited my sister to conP t o my class and jus t s::.. t there and 

li s ter:. This went on for in public school hnd my mother 

also bee ame f Y'i endly ·,:i t:-i .. e teacher. 

I also had pleasant rnerr:ories of .Stz;£er vacati ons. 'b'ent 

together with my mother to th e co untry, sp ent m&ny wee ks t h ere, 

always i n · be&u tiful places, a ls o met nice p e ople. 

I lea rned sir:irnr.ing at an ec..rly s.; e , &t c..bout 4 yeE:.rs, anc v:b.s ve ry 

prouc of it. My mother to ok go ad care of us. She was a very 

beautiful ir-:oman, r'3uch loved by our very l&rge famil71. 

IV:v f a t h er wa s on e of 1 7 b r e :hers and s i s .. ters, and there '\r, ere 

Many ni eces and rry ? ar ents were s ort of & center of 

the f amily . 'wnenev er somebocy :-:.s.d prob2.ems and neede<i advice, 

they C 8.Jl'le t o :rr.y p.s. r ents for ::.. t , ·:;ec &us e they we re conside red a s 

a s ens ibl e outlook on lif e . 

fri en c s c. r ounc all t he t i rr,e . 'L·.sy i-: e ::-: t J i..:;t.:... lo t, bef ore t h e 
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First World War esp0cially; they really enjoyed social life. 

My was a gay person, very friendly, had a great sense of 

humor and everybody loved her, and she had visitors all the time. 

I remember that all the cousins came and acored her. There was 

a great cifference in age betweey:_ :rr.y father anc my mother, c..bout 

19 years . My father also enjoyec company and a pleasant way of 

life. He was a general practitioner, who liked visiting t.is 

patients at home, was very with them, and they appre-

ciated him very much and loved him. 

He had ma!1y very clever and somewhat funny utterances, which 

made the round in the wt.ich shov»ec5. much vdsdom. He 1-;as 

cal led "Uncle 3eni". He was a \·ery modest mc.n , never a spend-

thrift , and loved his family life and his home, and his office 

ar.:c_ his friencs. My mother j'..lst the sarr.e. She was unusually 

pretty. 

We were ver y good children, we never were naughty , and 

also a good r eputation as the b es t ch ildren . pro -

blerr. s of any kind. Afte r e; rarJric.r scl-::ool, I had to take ar.. exami -

nation to be admi ttec e,t t he Lyceum, was 

not easy to get in , but I made it . From t h en on , I h ad to travel 

by leave very early t he morning, v;hich was cuite a 

hardship for me, to get so early . It was quite a long trip, 

an hour, I think , to that s chool. There I l earned French and 

English . s ubj ects I a good student, but i n mathema-

tics I was not so : outstanding , as it was my worst My 

geogr s_phy &.nd history t e acher: I r ememb er, later ov;ned t he ho t el 

11 Zurr. we i· ssP.n -::i_. c es sel" t P ·-o.,.,- ) o"" t "' w·o1f ' h _ ; , ,-_ • ;;, e ._.. He gan g .::> ee , a s s_.. e 

the of tha t pla2 e , I was also favori te s t udenL. 

Only I had a prof es sor 
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who always was picking on me, although I tried very hard to please 

him, but I was not very successful with him. But in English I was 

good. The teacher's name was who became later one of the 

leading Nazis in Vienna, which surprised me, because she was a 

very intelligent and educated I went to that for 

8 years, took the last examination, which was called Matura. 

Lisa went later to the Sar.le school, and we travelled together in 

the morning and came home together. We had a professor who 

became much interested in me and he me to take a course 

in chemistry which he had started. So, I s tuc',ied chemistry. 

There was a professor Grafe and a professor Feigl. Later I stu-

died at the Vienna University chemistry, but as a non-ordinary 

student, since I had not learned Latin. I tried to mak e up for 

it, but i t d i i Lot work out. But I studied at the Univer-

sity for a few years. 

I then got a job in Tch echoslovak ia a s a chemist, where my 

cousin, Erns t Goldschmied, Generaldirek tor of one of the big-

g est sugar refineries. I work ed t he re in a laboratory, where I 

a naly ses of s ugarr was made from beets, also made ana-

l yses of t he molasses. I lived my relatives the r e , had 

e wonderfu: home, a big hous e , v e r y elegan t . Adolph visited me 

there quite often on weekends, and once or twice my mother and 

Lisa visit ed me there too. I -v:ork ed curing the surr: .. mer sugar cam-

pai gn, , .. ;h ic'b. l a s t ed J mon t hs, for 2 or 3 yearse 

Here I interrupted the inte r v iew with Hedy to avoid duplic at -

i on. I had ·Fri t t en alreacy ,ir.. detai l about our marri a ge, our h mr.e 

and office i n Vi en na, in the t he bi rth of Fr anc : s 

i n 1931 then of J ohanna i L 1936 , the of Aust r ia by 

the Xazis in Ma rc h of 1938 conseouence of it the 
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up of our pleasant family life by the emigration first of 

in Kay, then of Erich and Lisl in August of that year, and finally 

my emigration Francis on September 30th, 1938. wh&t I wanted 

Hedy to tell is what happened afterwards , she continued living 

with Johanna after we left. 

Here is what she said: It was a very s&d moment, when I saw 

that I had to send my child away. The situation in Vienna had be-

come more and more dangerous for Jewish children. Francis had t>O 

leave the school and was p ut into a Jewish class. He could not 

play anymore with his friends in the street; they · always offended 

him and ve saw that it got worse and for a Jewish child, 

that there was no·,way to live and to be educated. 

At that time, everybody tried to get away fast as possible 

and whoever could escape and run, did it. i-.dolph had the ·Kander-

ful Op)ortunity to go to Cuba, through the help of my uncle Josef 

Fe ingold, who Wbs already in ?aris, h&d given tickets for 

a boa t trip, and through the help of rr..y cousin Suzanne, 1-:ho was 

working at the Alliance Israelit e , h e got 500 dollars 

as a kind of a loan. had then different options, of 

course. We. fj_ guered that it woulc be v:is e that Franc is get out 

of Vienna v.:ith Adolph, and that I and Johanna stay on. I thought 

that I -will get my Ame rics.n iT".r.:i grat io:n visa, since V\e had a very 

good very soon and will g o then right to the United 

States wit:-i ·J ohanna, on the way pick up Francis in ?aris. I 

thou ght that in the meantime it vould not be so dangerous fer us 

than for a doctor and a s chool ch:ld. Johanna the n 3 years 

old - she was called then - and I thought I can stay on 

h e r· and. pack up our be lor:g i::gs . I als o thought of rey 

?arents, did r:ot ,,:a;:t to , t' th 'h .._ .,.. i - r. , t· - .r: em, ougd"v .i. .BJ.._;) hem 
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in some way. Me:.y be it w&s good that I was there; and in the 

meantime I started to different things. I lmew I v'ill have 

to make e.. living in the UniteC. 3-:s.tes, which would help me after 

I arrive there vith a little chi:f , without money. I learned 

seFing, I took courses, I learneG. baking and making candies, and 

whatever courses \·:ere offered. I even tried to become a me:.id. 

You::l.g · women werE: admitted as maiC.s in England, but they had to 

pass a test and therefore had to learn certain things. That I 

did too, I scrubbed the floor, washed. I don't remember what 

else. I passed the test too, anC. if I would not have gotten the 

.American Ir.il11igration visa, I 1-.-01.l::..d. i:1av e been able to leave for 

England as a maid with my little girl. Then finally, I had packed 

all my things, and the furniture and everything was put in a lift-

van. The who did that even very nice to me, 

me to take silver along, which was f orbi dden to Jews. 

I also rememb e r a little inc ider.:, wh en they i·.-ere friendly toi,. ards 

me, for instance in the streetcc.r, wh en one jumped up ar.d 

gave me t. i s seat, which wa s r e am &. z ing. Or wh en my parent s 

suppo s ed to giv e u p their because there was & 

tha t Jewis h vere no t to live in apartments facing 

t he s t r e et and had to live in tts rear of the buildings, I went 

to a v e r y Nazi, & form er patient of Ad olph and 

t ole him t h e story t hat the n e ig:-.oors wanted to thro-v,: out my pa-

rents of the ir apartment, father had live d alreacy f or 

40 yea rs in t ha t ap a rtment, h e a bachelor, b efor e h e got 

marr ied. He me a p ap er on he wro te that Dr. Zi egl e r 

can s tay in tb i s f.[) a rtment. ':'h e c oul c no t unde r stand h ov· 

v.·e r:: a ::iageo that . .30 , they c0·...:..1c s:ay and i-;ere glad, bu t i t 

was not for a t i Me·. .:!: ·,·c. s gone , they l ost .? l a c e . 
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When our furniture were packed in u liftvan, I moved with 

my little girl to my parents) and lived together v.:ith ther:-1. It 

was a very sad situ&tion, as thsre were very strict laKs insti-

tuted. When it came to food or to get out into the strset, eve-

rything was so arranged the Jews couldn't go on living any-

more. The meat they got was so bad that yo\.l,1wouldn 1 t even give 

it to a dog here. 

I had to wait for our visa over a year, after Adolph had left. 

he got his passport, he also got one for me. But the 

Nazis saw my passport they said: "My God, you haven 1 t left already?" 

I had to appear many times in the Rothschild where there 

was the passport office, and they me th&t they will send me 

to Poland if I v;ill not le·ave soon. They punished me by having 

me stand there with the face towards the I had to go to 

other places to get proof that I did not owe any taxes, also to 

a pls.ce where they took my picture and fingerpri:.ts, like a cri-

Il".inal. The .h.."llerican consulate was not i::i a hurry to give me the 

visa; there · was a quota systere and they rn&de things difficult. 

of our friends 1-:ere ready to go, but the r>...rnerican consula te 

found something to delay it, or "::o deny the viss.. Friends of 

ours, a Dr. Poll.s+,schek and h:!.s i-: ife, cor;ir.;itteo suicide, v:hen 

the doctor ir. the consulate denied them the visa, because he had 

a kind of eczema on a foot, which resisted treatments. 

Finally, when I v»ent to the Americ&n consul with Johanns. -

she was the cutest c h ild you can imagine, with big blue eyes and 

r osy cheeks, b l ond hair, looking li ke a child the Nazis ador -

ed, thA Nordic type - eve rybocy ::.iked :'.-le :- and smil ed. She ·v.: a s 

an ass et to r::e, and the Ame ri c s.n consul exar.i ir:ed he r and Wb..n t ee: 

to count. She about 4 old and she r efused t o 
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her mouth, would not speak orie But they just acc epted it 

and laughed and ioved her, because she so adorabl e . So, 

got the visas, and the consul told me tha t he will the pa-

pers for Francis to the American consul in Pa:ris, so that r.e 
could get his visa there. 

'l'he situation had changed in the mean t i me . The or iginal plan 

was that I would pass through raris and pick up Francis. I had 

even tickets for the boat "Normandy" for all of us. But the war 

had s t arted on September 3, 1939, and I could not go to France 

anymore, and we had to leave from :Zotterdam, Holland. Correspond-

ence between Austria and France was also not p oss.ible anymore on .. 

account of the war, but indirect cont-act through Anny Lux in Am-

s terdam or Maurice Zi egler was possibl e , t ho ugh difficul t and in-

suffici ent, and I hop e d that Francis h ad .gott en his visa in France 

and v.:ould jo i n u s in Rot terdar.i. Lisa hs.d to l d me l ate r thC:t t the 

consul in ? ari s h a d deni ed Fr a nc i s t h e v i sa , v.:h en v;ent t o 

the cons ulate an d t hat he had sai d that Fr a nci s nee ded anothe r 

affidav it, and that h e c oul d leave l ater boat . 

I go t the vis a fo r me and in Vi enna , t he r e was 

t h e p r ob l em to ge t the t i cke ts for t h e boat . A v e r y goo d 

of m.:ne , Nr. Laz a!.'us, got t h ePl for us under most d i :'ficul t cir-

cums t ances fo r t h e b oat "'Rot t erdam" , it wa s jus t a mira cle . He 

wa s such a wonderful good pe r s on tha t no thin g was too much f o r 

h im . 

3 o, I i-:ent ;,,· i t h Johanna t o Amst e r dal':l &.nd it was t her e l i k e 

a di f fe r ent v orld , wh e r e t he d id no t ha v e any influ enc e 

It was a peac eful , b eautiful the p e ople so f ri endly 

c.n c lovel y . 

FhA r e \. ·e l iv ec i n in al l the 
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time from one hour to another; \o:e C.idn' t kr.01<; what -v:oulc happen 

to us, what plc.ns the i;c.zis had, &nd ::-iow ve \.\ere in the 

most fri endly country and there prepara tions for Christmas 

cel ebrations , Sa int Nicholas ;..ras -:here and .Johanna got so many 

beautiful gifts. T:ney brougr ... t us coffee wher. v;e arrived at the 
,.:· .. 

station. My cousins, Max and Annie Lux w&re '.:-there and received 

us with open arms. I got invitations to the finest homes and most 

exquisite parties and dinners. T:t.-er_e was also my cousin Maurice 

Ziegler, I remember, in Amsterdam. In Holl&nd there was still 

abundance and i..Jonderful food and wonderful things to see. My 
... 

great was that Francis did not come. The re was no 

contact possible with Franc s on account of the war and up to the 

last minute, when we left EollanC., I die. not knov: what had happen-

• ed. This very sad for ne, because was in Grebt danger there • 

\\"hen ·v e i.-: ent on the boat, it wc.s a lso a gre&.t impression, the 

li gh t s, gaye ty, mus ic. I r er.1emb e:' the -,.;c, nd erfu l food, v:h ich I 

h adn' t seen for a long Ths l &st ed 12 but I 

bec ame se a sick very soon. Pe op l e prayed on t h e boat, as there 

v a s the dangAr tha t the boat hit a mine, Khich the Ge rm&ns 

h ad laid, vtich would have the people on the boat. 

I wa s Dost of the time and ljing in bed, while my 

li t tle girl had a good time. Sh e looked gorgeous, with rosy 

che eks , and ran aroun d the of everybody. But I 

thought I v'oul c not surviv e, I fe lt so mise r ab le. My body got 

colder coljer and my hands It was a v e ry b a d sic kn e s s 

and the C.o c t or s f i f n't do mu c h I l y inG t he r e , v e r y 

-I t didn't ea t anythin g we arri ved in Nev York. 

h t t h a t ti_'rne , _7 I r e 1t · c l'ttl e v • - c;:, 1. ; ..., ' a.nd go t 
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ready to get off the boat, where so many of my cousins and friends 

waited for me, Maurice Ziegler and Ha.nsi Hilkoi-:icz anc D!'. L&zarus 

and Dr. Holzer. All together, I remembe!', there \.: e re 9 people 

waiting for me and they had everything ready for me, a home and 

a job, :money they gave me, everything. I must say I always had 

the best of friends. 

So, "1e started life in New "York. I could v.;ork right away, 

crochet-ing gloves. But, of course, it was not enough. I also 

got from the Council of Jewish Women some sup;;ort. I had a little 

apartment in Manhattan on West 89th Street near the home of Hansi 

Hilkowicz. Maurice had given her rnoney for food tor us and 

v.:ent there for meB.ls, but only fo!' a very short time, i,...-hen she 

told us that she could not · give us anything anymore for the amount 

of money she had gotten. I did not belieye my ears. I had thougLt 

thu t I had u."1.d erstanding and helpful relatives there, bu t instead 

she became v e r y n a sty and very hostile and me r eally ba d , 

as if I had no right t o be there. She told me that I had no right 

t o live i n e. good n e ighb orhooC., t hings like that. 

J ohanna got very s ick, h ad a seve re tonsillitis, and 

t hought it wa s but it was not. Lif e was not easy for 

me . Johanna went to a to I brough t he r ev e ry 

morning and on my way back from Fork, I did my shop ping and p ick ed 

her up. ? rices were so lov' , I r 2:r-1e:mber, t h at I could buy c. c h i cken 

f o r 60 cents_, a who l e b ig chic ken , a bas ke t of s t rawb e rries for 

8 c e r.ts, a p ound c off e e for r 15 c ents. So, I 

I h a d a l way s g ood frien ds li k e Dr . Laza rus , Dr. Li n d enf e l d , 

Dr . EoJ zer . s om"; f':"' :'. encs rn e a plc .... ce i n Qu e e n s , ....._he re 

I cr c u. :c take care of a house . So , I d i d t hat , I mo v eC. F i th J o -

hanna t o It wa s a nic e :ittl e h ouse , it was ev e r;. o f fer e d 
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to me to buy it for $ 5.000. I could hav e bought it, but there 

was no hope that Adolph could come . and live t h ere. He s t a y ed in 

Hava na for y ears and years. Zlse, I cou ld h ave managed very we l l. 

Bu t he wanted us to go there, to Havana. It w&s frustrating for 

me. I was all the time trying to do sonething for my pa rents in 

Vienna, find somebody who give them a n affidavit. 

Very soon when we arrived in the Unitec States, a Hrs. Ray 

Bruell visited us. Her husband, Max Bruell, was a brother of 

Sarni Bruell, a banker, v:ho h ad arrived in the United Sta tes as 

a refuge e from Vienna shortly af t er me. His son P?ul had a rrived 

t he re a few months before him. To come b a ck to Mrs. Bruell, 

she was v e r y fri 9ndly towards me, to ok me a nd J ohanna on ce out 

t o t he :qadi o City Ivlu s ic Ha ll a.nd i nv :i_ t e d us t o he r h ome i n Woo d -

me r e , Long Isl and. He r husbe.nd, Max Bruell, l iked and resp ecte d 

my fathe r ve ry much and p r omis ed me tha t he would wri te a n affi-

davi t fo r him and my mother. ..!. \.:s. s Ve r y happy about it and c ount -

ed ver y much on it. I wa i ted qui te s on e t i me . But one day , 

I a l e tte r f rom h im , in he t o l d me t hat he c ould 

no t g ive me that affi dav i t , sinc e he h&d to thke care of h i s f a -

mily . It was a t e r r i b l e blow to me . I wa s ;ui t e sure tha t his 

wi fe Ray w&.s t h e one who had i n f :2.uenc ed h i m, a n d that he c ould 

n ot h e l p i t and had t o re treat hi s p r omise . I had los t valu-

able time . I the n tried t o oth e r peop l e . A rabbi from a 

s ynagogue gave me t hen an aff i dav it, a nd I one t oo . 

.2ut both these aff i dav i ts \<e :'." e rejected by the h..Ylle r ican consul in 

Vienna a s too weak . 

•• An d then the:;-e v:ere o tad ne·,.;s , v:h en the 

va8.e c n ' • - . 1-. rranc e ana occup iea p art of Pre.nee, _iu s t t ha t 

area , ?rarlcis and.Lisa hers . I had l ost a ll c ontbct with 
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them and was very worried about them. Just at that time Adolph 

becwr,e very insistent that I leave Ne-..; York and join him in lia.vana. 

So, I finally had to give in and leave J ohanna for Havana. 

We left New York by train to J.1iarr.i, and •·ent fror1 t'h.ere by boat 

for Havana, arrived there on October 1st, 1940. 


