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THE ARRIVAL OF GINNY,
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aAfter having given gll1 trnese details about me and Hecy &and
our children, I find it necessary to give also some cetalls

gbout Lisa anc¢ Paul, I hadé mentioned that they both had settl-

-
0

e¢ in Menhattan, also that they bpoth had gotten jobs andé had

started to work, Once, in 1GL45, shortly after their arrival,

b

Lisa surprised me with the question, whether she could have =

child, It was cifficult for me to answer her,as I knew her age,
She was born in 190L, so she was L1 vears old, I hesitated
an¢ told her that I woulc not 1ixe to take the responsibility,

tolc Lisz, I knew that she hed & miscarriuge of an early preg-
nancy about 3 months before, viich she ascrived to working on
a certain machine, where she hgcd to press hard with one foot,

3he soon became pregnant again, I recommendec her to & friend,

e

(

Dr, Peaul Schneicder, a very exosriencecd ovbstetrician from Viennse,

and she was then under his carz, TFor the delivery, she was ad-
mitted to the Williamsburg Mgternity Hospitszl, when the labor
rains started, ©but the pasins v ere very mild and she made slow
progress, Dr, 3chneicder wes Tary conservative and saw no need
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to do something. 3She was not uncomfortable, could reac & book

and had no sharp pains at gll. On the Lth day of lebor.-.1it

wes the 7th of March, 1946 - &L= took her into the delivery room,
when she was almost ready. He finslly sapplied & forceps and
completed the delivery., But shortly afterwarcs, an enorrous
hemorrage set in, the kind of vhich I had.never seen before,.

I shouteé for a bottle of serur, which waé brought within se-
conds, I found and pierced right away a vein on the arm and the
flov of serum started at a rather fast rate., Before that, she
vas pale and almost pulseless, Dr. Schneicer massaged the

uterus, injected some Pituitrirn intdé. the uterus wall, and soon
s J J-

the hemorrhage stopoed. The crilc, Ginnie, did not need any

Jo

resuscitetion, but did not cry loud, as other cnildren ususally

I

édo, Lisa, who has had for g srort time ether anesthesia, soon
L ] : 4

.

@ was fully awaeke ané happy that everything was over, I cen s
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ved her life, by acting
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Cwm

injecting the serum right away, when the severe hemorrhag

[l

had

(=3

£ and &any delay could hsa

<

me that tre child had an gbnormal heart., Unnecessary to say
that I was extremely unhappy zoout it, But I decided to keep

s & secret to myself, asked zlso Dr, 3chneider not to suy

I\
v
4

4
ct
iy
|=le
=

e
Ol
O
]
o
ct
l,l

it to Lisa, I xept the secret for lg years to
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ment to cut the very short frenulurm under her tongue. Ginnie

was then alreacy a few months cld, Ee examinec her, ol course,
ves a very well known pedistrician, also
informed before bv me about her heart, and ¢id not sey anything
about it, Later, in the street,we spoke sbout it., Just at
that time, heart operations were beirz performed st the Johns
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. It wes the nov famous Dr, Helen
Taussig, vho first tried these operations, 3he herself dicd not
operate, but she hacd there an excellent surgeon, Dr, Blalock,
who performec¢ the first heart operations, These were closures

of a patent ductus Ekotalli, Later, the

d

operated On more se-
rious reart cefects, That was what I discussed withh Dr, Loewy
and ve both expresse¢ the hope that lster on Ginnie would per-

5

haps slso be helped by surgery A8 time went on, it pecane
more ané more apparent to Lisa and Paul that tiere was something

iculties to walk, used to sqguat

all the time after & few steps, Lisz had enormous difficulties

For the summer of 16L.6 they wvent to 3t,James near 3mith-

town in Long Island, wiere they lived
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family Yarusso.

Ginnie was then only asbout three months old. We visited them

=

there twice or thiree times ‘or tie next summer in 1947, we

byt

rented rooms in Fleis

(@]

mmanns in the Cutskills, vhere Michuel

7

and Amelie Rosen had rented & vig f.ouse near the hotel
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rassee, 1t Was & nlcs vecaetion encd vs enjoyed it very ruch,

v o - =
L Came out every weeKenc, But besides us, many other members
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‘later also Ita and her former husband, with & big dog, John

€ end Stella Forster with twec of their children, Lynn ané Joe,
There were a few more young couples with children in that house.
Mr, Rosen was the only one vwho had a car, :znd he drove us for
shopoing into the center of trhe town., Francis anc Johanna
seemed to enjoy the vacaticn very much, met other young people
and went together swimming in & swimming pool, I spent much
time with fishing, but never caught & real good fish, There
vere trouts in the river, but I did not have the right equip-
ment, Charles and Ecith Gearcner stayed glso in Fleischmanns in
a hotel and ve got together cuite a few Timesf Meny of tnese

-

hings I remember very well, tut I nave the help of my photo

+

albums, with the pictures in cnronological orcer, which muke

*

the work essier,

m

It weas amazing that Lise and raul did not notice that

+

there was something sericusly wrong with Ginnie., I saw =211 the

time the blue lips and fingers, also the c¢ifficulty to walk,

and I still kept the secret tec myself. But once it happened,

tovard the end of ths summern that a lady, who had just
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out of a storeg said: "The tabr had eaten blueberries." Lise

to reveal the truth to her. . very unpleasant task for me,
I haé to c¢o it carefully, chcose the worcs, in oréer not to
scare them, but finally they mevw it and were extremely un-

happv, This was also a shock for Hedy and my children, who

,“ - S ~v~4—.\ —~ -~ -2 3 + 1 T 4 S
nad not Xnovn anything us till trhen., I coulu console Lisuy and
- el tE “he a1l I R + 1A +1 -
raul tngt she woul BE gli™»IF"L, Li¥s DETe WES 8n operatlion,
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which woulc correct rervthirn
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When they came back to Nev York after the summer, they

e

consulted a cardiologist, who could cnly confirm the diagnosis,

When Ginnie was three Véars 0ld, they vent with her to the
dohn Hopkins Hospitel in Baltimore, They 4id there all kind
of examinations, but the mein examination, the catheterization
of the heart, could not be cdone, as Ginnie, was not co-operating
and moved her arm too much, so that they coulc not introduce
the catheter, They geve finellyup and made an gppointment

for the next year, when she wés already four years old, The
catheterization was then successful, but Dr. Taussig end other
doctors could not zgree, what kind of an anomaly of the heart

Ginnie hed, and they gav

@

ther again another sppointment for
a Vear later, vhen she ‘was alreudy five years old, It was Gin-

nids luck that they did not ooerate on her, when she was four

o’ vears olc¢, because all the children they had operated at that
time did not survive the operztion, OUne year later, they had

more experience, and great many ocperstions vere successful,

her, I went, of course, tc z2eltimore, to see the operation,.
They did not do open heart surgery yet at thet time, but an
anastomosis, wvhich means connection, of the right subclavian
artery, which 1s the artery, vhich leads into the right arm,
with & bronchial artery, whicl goes into the lung. Due to that
operation, more blood went into tne lung &né received oxygen

he operation was & great success, Ginnies clieeks becan pink,

£ £ me
she breatized better, could wzlk better, later went to sehool ,
- ot F 417 oot m +c 37 2 TE a2
=te, L Wlill give more cetealls about Ginniet's progress lgter,



