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C H A P T 3 R 46 

THE ARRIVAL OF GINNY. 

. . t 

After having given all details about me and Hecy and 

our children, I find it necessary to give also some details 

about Lisa and Paul. I had mentioned ths..t they both had settl -

ec in Viar.ha ttan , also that tr_ey- both had [,Otten jobs anc h&d 

s tart e d to 'I: .' or k • Once,- in 1945, s hort ly after their arrival, 

Lisa surprised me t he question, she could have a 

child. It '\-.:as c ifficul t f o :-' rr:e to ans Yer he:> ,b.s I kn ew her age. 

She wa s born in 19 04 , so 41 y ears ol d . I hesitated 

told her that I woul t :ike to take tl i e 

a:.:.d t"::at I ·voul d ask t he o·os t etrician i:::-i the ¥.illic.rr.s-

curg Maternity I worked , to give h is opinion. 

T':1at I did and r_e ans1<e red: 11'::211 her t o go aheadn . Tu:.t :L 

t ole : isa. I knew th a t tsd a of an early p r eg -

nancy about 3 month3 be for e , she ascribed to on 

a c ertain machine , where s he tad to press one foot. 

3he soon became pregnant aga1::-_. I r ec ommendec 1-.:.er to &.. friend, 

Dr . Paul Schneicer, a very ex_:::;s r:'._enc ec. obstetrician from 

and she was his the she ad-
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Fleisc1'manns, July 13, 1947 
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L. tor.: Johanna, Hansi, 

Gi Paul , and Lisa nny, 

? r· "1 c::.. :.:-..i...' Lis &, 
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to do s orr.ething. She was not :.:.nc ornf ortable, could rec:..d a book 

and had no sharp pa ins a t all. On the day of l &bor .- it 

was the 7th of March, 1946 - took her into t he delivery r oom , 

when s he was almost ready . Ee f i nally &piJli ed a force.r)S o.nd 

comp l ete d the deli very. :aut s:-iortly aft e rward s, an eno r mous 

h e rnorrage set in, the k ind of I had ,n ev er seen before. 

I shoutec for a bottle of s which was brought wi t h in se-

conds, I found and pierced rig :--_ t away a vein on the arm and t h e 

floi--· of serum started at a rath er fast rate. Before that, she 

vas pale and almost pulseless. Dr. Schn e i de r massaged the 

ute rus , injected some into the uterus wall, and s oon .,.. 

t he hemorrhage stop :)Bd . rr.e c":.il c , Ginnie, did not need any 

re suscit a tion, but did not cry a s other c h ildren usually 

C.o . Lisa , Fho h a s had for a s!-. o!'t t ime e ther ane s thes ia, soon 

was fully awak e a nd happy that e very t hing Kas ov e r. I c an s ay , 

without bragging, that I had her lif e , by a cting f o.s t and 

ir. j ec t ing t he s eru..-rri righ t a>·'B:' , ·1-<he n the seve:re h emor r h age ho.d 

sta!'te d . She -was a lr eady in s::-. ock and any' de lay co u l d ha ve 

be eL fe.tal. 

b i g sur p!'ise t t e n ext day, vhen t he 

D:.:• • .3r-_:2.. tl:., a f te r hav ing exa.-rr:i:c: -=?ct the chi l e, ca.lle d ms a...rid told 

rne ths. t chi l e had an heart . -Un n ecessary to say 

tha t I was extremely unhappy it. But I d eci ded to keep 

it as a secret to myself, t:. lso Dr . not to say 

a::1ytting about it to Lisa. I the s e cret f or ye ars t o 

rr:ys e lf. I sc.v.· t ho.t she v:&s a so - ct:.l l ec. blue bc..by , t hc;t _she 

Fc.S s i:-2 :-: i t ting U :J 
·- ' .out 

a c.nc C. id not cry 

to their a_r)o..rt-
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ment to ci.Jt the very sh ort frenulurr. U..1!cier her tongue . Ginn ie 

was then a l!'eacy a f ew months cld. Ee e): a.n i nec h e r, course , 

v&s a very well knovn pediatrician, &l so 

• f' ' - f' i n ... orrnea o ore by me about her a n d ( i d n ot 

about it. Later, in t he s treet,i,:e s_;:;:. )-::e ab ou t it . Ju s t e. t 

that time, hear t operati6ns beirg at the Johns 

Hopkins Hos pital in Baltimore. It we.s the nov· famous D:-o . Helen 

Taussig, v ho fir s t t ried these operations. She herse lf did not 

operate, but she h ad there an excellent surgeon, Dr. Blalock, 

who performed the first heart operations. 'rhese "'·ere cl os ures 

of a patent ductus botalli . Later, t he y on mo r e se -

rious t eart defec t s. That was wha t I discussed with Dr. 

and Fe both expre ssec the hope th5.t l f::. t e r on GiP...1.'lie v.;ould per-

haps also be he lped by surgery . n.s time 1r: ent on, it oecawe 

more and more appar ent to Lis& and ? &ul t h a t was something 

i-:rong 1r: i th Gir:rie. She haf dif f iculti e s t o walk, used to squat 

al l the time a few steps . h ad enormous difficulties 

c arryin g her up four of st& i rs , &nd especial ly 

she had bought . 

Fo i' the surr;rr:e r of 19L'..6 the. ' ve::it r,o St . James n ec. r Jr.:itr, -

town in Lon g w1 ere they l i vet a family Yarusso. 

Ginnie was then only about three months old. he vi s i ted them 

t h ere twice or th ree t imes. :?or e r:sxt surnrne r ir.. J..S .+7 , >-. e 

r ent ed rooms in Fleischmann s in th e-: C:-, 'Cskills, v herEO 

r::s. ss ee . I t &. niC ·'- V;__ _ce:.. ti on c.n c 1- := enjoyea i t very r::uc h. 

du t us, other 

faril y c are ou t an( stayed 
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later also Ita and her husband, a big dog, John 

and Stella Forster with of their children, Lynn Joe. 

There were a f'ev: more young c 8uples v-:i th child ren in that house. 

Mr. qos en was the only one -v:h8 had a car, '&.nd he crov e us for 

shopping into the center of Francis anc Johanna 

seemed t o en j oy the vacation very much, ·me t other young _t>eo_i::ile 

and v.:e:nt together swimming in a swirn.r.ing pool. I spent much 

time with fishing, but never caught a real good fish. There 

were trouts in the river, but I did not have the right equip-

ment. Charles ano Ecith stayed also in Fleischmanns in 

a hotel and \·'e got together c_-.Ji te & fev: t imes"' Many of t !-lese 

things I remember very v.:ell, ·out I t he he l ;i of my ph oto 

a 1 bums, with t he pictures - in c!J.ronolog i cal ore er, i,;h ich rrie.ke 

t he vw rk easi e r. 

was 2.rr;azing U:at Liss. ano ?aul did not notice thc. t 

th e re wc.s someth ing seri ously F rong -.,,·i th Gim:ie . I saw the 

time the b lue lips and also the {ifficulty to walk, 

the shortness of brea th , etc. 3h e already ye8.rs old 

ana I still k e_;>-: t he secret t.c :-_yself. .r3u t onc e i t h L-_i-> pene ci, 

come 

out o f a store, s a id: 11 The hs.c e2teel -::;; lueb e r ries . 11 Lis& 

saic 11 No ", but n ·e n she to a.sk :rie ques t ions, anci I had 

to reveal the t ruth to he r. task fe r me . 

I h ad to do it carefully, che ese worf s, in o r {er not to 

scare t her:, but finally the:r it and \<ere extremely un -

happy . Thi s was a ls o a sjo c k Eedy and my children, 

I c on s o l e and 
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they came back to Ne'\, York afte r the summer, t h ey 

consul tec1 a cardiologist, ·v.-ho could only confirr.i th e C.ic.. gnosis. 

\·.1hen Ginnie was three years old, t ::ey ,, ent "v<ith her to the 

John Hopkins Ho spital in Balt i more . T::-iey ,di e there all kind 

of examinations, but the main examination, t h e c ath eterization 

of the heart, could no t done, as not co- op erating 

and moved he r arm too much, so that they coulc not i ntroduce 

t he cath eter. They gave finallyup and made an appointment 

for t"h.e next year, when she wc.s already four ye&rs old . 'Ihe 

catheter ization wc.s then successful, but Dr. Taus sig and other 

doctors could no t agree , what k i ne of an anoma.ly of the heart 

Girmie hs.d, and they gave therr, again another &_p p uintment for 

a y ear later, when she fiv e old , It was Gi n -

luck t ha t they did not on h er, sh e wa s four 

yea r s ol f , bec aus e a ll t he ch i l dren they h a d operat ed at tha t 

time did no t s ur v ive t he Un e y ear l a ter, they 

expe ri enc e , and great op erati on s v ere successful. 

I t was i n Nov embe r 1951, aft e r t hey h a d 

e c t:b e cond ition as Tetral ogy of F&.. llot, t he: t they op e ra t ed en 

h e r. I wen t , of c ourse, t c 3altirra re, t o see the ope ration. 

Th ey did n o t do op en h ea rt surg ery y e t at tha t time. but 

anastoT'!osis , Fhich meb.ns connection, of the right subcl c.vi&n 

ar t ery, which is the artery, Yh ich l eaC.s into the righ t arm, 

with a bronch i a l artery, wLicr_ goes in to the lung . D..i. e t o t hc..t 

ope r a ion , more b l oo d t3e and . ' r ec e i vec ox ygen, 

?h e opera t i on wa s o. g::' e s.t s uc 8e s s . Ginni e s c ..'rne ks ·a e c &ne pi nk , 

s h e '.J ::' eatfrced bet teY' , c oi..: l c b e -:ter, l ater v.:en t to 

e t c . I i.,,:ill g-i v e C. e ts. i ::. :s Gi nni e ' s p ro gr ess l a t e ::- . 


