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C H A P T E R 42 

PUNISHMENT WITH LEN.LEJ CY. 

'' 

Hoi-; c id Gerrr1any come out of this w&r? The cities "'Bre 

b eyond i maginBtion. By - the end of the hostilities 

the Germans had received 31-5 tons of explosives in retaliation 

for every ton of aerial bor:bs they h&d dropped on England . All 

b i gger German cities vere converted into heaps of rubble, some 

up to It was estimated that over 1 0 million Germ&ns had 

lost thei r lives in thht war. As to territory , about one fourth 

v.' en t to Po land ar:c of t he rest one tf:ir d be c ame East Ge rms.ny 

-v-·ith a cor:onue'.istic r egime and tv:o thirc's beca_rce 

The Germans of the ?ol ish part vere expel led each i-ith only a 

small bundle unde r t he ir arms. The same happened t o the Ger -

marls in Tchechoslovakia, from v:here they fled for t:he ir lives 

to We st-Germany, many also to Austr i a . 

J-<.ustria was consiC.e r e c'. a "lib e ratedn r athe r than G.efeate ( 

country, a great injus t ice and falsi:ication of hi story , and 

w2s t reated i- i th l eni e ncy jy the h estern Al l ies, vho did every -

The Soviet 

on the othe r hand , a:ter of lives toc k 
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industrial equipment in Austria, made far-reaching dem&..nds for 

reparations from former assets, thus seriously hamper-

ing Austria's economic recons:ruction. Unde r these 

stances, the Austrian governrre::t t was eager1y awaiting the con-

clusion of a final peace sett_ement and the withdrawal of the 

occupation fore es. The di vision of . .:..us tria &nd Vienna i nto 

four occupation zones was completed. Karl Renner unani-

mously electec President of Republic by the Nation&l Ass-em-

bly. The occupying offic ially recognized the Austrian 

within its 1937 frontiers. This was one of the major 

injustices in the aftermath of the war. was not a libe-

ra t ed country. Austria recei \'9d the Germans with open a.rms , 

they marched in, with eno r mous enthusiasm 

during the "Anschluss" anc &ctivi ties curing the v.'ar, contri-

buting great to.th e German army . And what 

about the crimes, corrrr::i ttec o:-:. Jews by Germans and Aus tr:_ ,., 

ans a like? ? million Jews we:'e put to death. Except for the 

f ev: Germans put to ci.ea th ir:. L.:.:'emberg, not a single of the Ger -

judges had felled a sentence on the thousands of Ger -

r ans b rought to trial th e re. of the v·ent fr ee and 

only a small percen tage recei ve d prison sentences. And s till 

in Austria . all the a ccuse d free, in spite 

of c ocumented proof of their crime s. leaders later 

reco gnized in speeches the t e:'r ibl e guil -c and sha.rne , brought 

U!JOD t he Ger:rr;an narne by the cr:'..rr:inal s , and Germany .;:>aid &nc is 

s t i l l .;:>a.yin'.! surr s of indemr..it:::- to those Jews, who had surviv ed 

!ad and had lost proper ty , 

als o ? reat of :J state of Israel , 

dollars, in o! 
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Still, nothing could be paid for loss of life, for those 

who had been mu!'dered in the I11.0;>t inhuman and cruel w&..y in con-

e entra ti on camps 1 ike Dachau, Bergen-3els en, Auscln it z, Mau t-

ha us en, Majdanek, and man7; others, and l ate r in gas 

where the process was greatly accelerated and the dead finally 

cremated . This is long cormnon kno'i-:ledge, put before our eyes 

in movie pictures, horror films, but true in every 

There was no real punisrnnent done to the thousands of Germa.n 

criminals, nor to the Autrian criminals. 

But there exceptions, as I had already mentioned be-

fore. It is true that great r11 any Germans and also Aus trib .. ns 

disapproved of the cruel ties comrr: i tted by the Nazi s, but could 

not do anyth ing about it. Many risked the ir lives by helping 

Jews, who vere called U-boats, hiding them for years in darken -

ed rooms in their houses and in cellars, them vith 

food . One of them W8S Erika &nd I have reent ioned 

before. .:3he was honoree after th e war . by the gover11..men t of 

Israel, and received a redal, on were engraved the words: 

"'vier ein einzipes l'lenschenleoen r et tet, r e tt e t die g::.::-1..z.e .-.el -:., '' , 

an ol c :r1e·::::irew :;::irove r b , -v ·hicn F8b.ns : 11 I:e v.: o 2sve s one hur..b.n life 

saves t h o whole hOrld 11
• 3e sides Weinzierl the 

r ece ived this medal: :CV:a ld &nc D&nuta Kleisinger, 

Julius Ma O. ritsch, LTulius Na tali, Joha:::1n .?scheidt, A..-riton 3chinid, 

and ':L'its ch . It s hould be he re th& t in-

mates of concentra t ion survived , Russians a d-

vanced from the :Sas t and t'.1.e .nll ie s f:0 om the ':L'he Ger mans 

had enptj_ec so:rr:e of the c a:---.;is , tl.e peo_t) l e 1-· i th tr_em on 

tteir retrea t , of shoot i ng t herr or cy 
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ing those who tri e 6 to escape, with t he ir machine guns. One of 

5edy 's cousins, Erich Forster, was successful in getting out 

of such a burning barn, but received a shot >-:ound in his pel-

vis. Other concentration · camps overrun by the Rus s ians 

and t h e .L\J:1 ericans and grec:. t many inmc.. tes v.ere foun d c.li ve and 

freed. The Germans cid als o some other horrendous things. They 
a 

had in some cases not enough t ime to clearAconcentration camp, 

v..·ere · unable to take the inmates along. They had the grb.nd 

icea to poison the inmates. 1'hat hap_i)ened to one of F.edy's 

cousins, Emmy Me isl and h er husband Walter . ThE?Y v.' ere given 

on th9 last day very good fresh bread. We have the story from 

their d aug.h. t e r Rene , who v:a s 1d th her :rnrents in a c oncentra ti on 

camp . As a good child, she did not eat t he bread, -v•anted her 

?arents to have her ;io rtion too, and e;ave it to t :r,em. They ate 

it and s ince it was po is oned , and 

stayed alive. I xnow of rr:or e such st cries, b:.i.t ths.t is e::J.ough . 


