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CHAPTER L2

- PUNISHMENT WITH LENIENCY.
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d Germany come out of this war? The cities were
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estroved beyond imzgination. By- the end of the hostilities

the Germans had received 315 tons of explosives in retsliation

€ for evervy ton of aerial bombs they had dropped on England, &ll

-
bigger German cities were converted iInto heaps of rubble, some
up to 80%, It was estimated that over 10 million Germens had
lost their lives in thet war, As to territory, about one fourth
vwent to Poland ané of the rest one third became East Germany
with a cormunistic regime and two thirds became west-Germany,
The Germans of the Polish part were expelled each with only =
small bundle under their arms, The same happened to the Ger-
mans in Tchechosloveakia, from where they fled for their lives
to Vest-Germany, meany alsc to austris,

sustris was consicderec & "libersted" rather than cefeatec

country, a great injustice and falsification of history, and
ves treated with leniency by the Western allies, who did every-

- thing in their pover to !asten her recovery., The 3oviet Unlox,
on the other hanc, &after initial reguisitions of livestock and
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‘industrial equipment in Austria, made far-reaching demands for
reparations from former Germen assets, thus seriously hamper-
ing Austria's economic reconstruction Under these circum-
stances, the Austrian government was eagerly awaiting the con-
clusion of a finel peace settlement end the withdraswal of the
occupation forces, The division of austria and Vienna into
four occupation zones was completed, Karl Renner was unani-
mously elected President of thes Republic by the National assem-
bly. The occupying powers officially recognized the Austrian
Republic within its 1937 frontiers, This was one of the msjor
injustices in the aftermath of the war, A4austnrnia was not = libe-
rated country., Austriag received the Germans with open arms,
vhen they marched in, &nd par:icipated with enormocus enthusiasm
during the "Anschluss" ané sactivities curing the war, contri-
uting great military contingents to.the German army., 4And what
about the crimes, committec on tre Jews by Germans and Austrie
ens alike? 6 million Jews were put to death, F&xcept for the

few Germans put to death in Kuremberg, not & single of the Ger-

th sentence on the thousands of Ger-
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rans brought to trial there, Host of the accused vent free and

only a small percentage receivsd prison sentences. &nd still

worse in Austria, &almost &1l of the accused went free, in spite

£

of cocumented proof of their crimes, Some German leaders later

recognized in speeches the terrible guilt and shame, brought

upon the German name by the criminals, and Germany paid and is
still paying sums of indemnitr to those Jews, who had survived

concentration camps, vho lad led Germany and had lost property,
glso great sums of incdemnity o the state of Isrsel, billions
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Stili, nothing could be paid for loss of 1life, for those
:ho had been rmurdered in the most inhuman and cruzl way in con-
centration camps like Dachsu, Bergen-3elsen, auschvitz, Maut-
hausen, Majdanek, and many others, and later in gas chambpers,
where the process was greatly acceleratec and the dead finally
cremated, This is long common knowledge, put before our eyes
in movie pictures, horror {ilms, but true in every cetail,
There was no real punishment done to the thousands of German
criminals, nor to the Autrian criminels,

But there were exceptions, as I had already mentioned be-
fore, It 1is true that-great nany Germans and also Austrians
édisapproved of the cruelties committed by the Nazis, but could
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t. Many risked their lives by helping

[

not do anything ebout
Jews, who vere called U-boeats, hiding them for years in darken-
ed rooms in their houses and in cellers, providing them vith

o

food, ©One of them was Erika Weinzierl and I have mentioned ner
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before, 3he was honorec zsfter the wer by the government of

Israel, and received a medel, on which were engrevec the words:

1"

Wer ein einziges Menschenleven rettet, rett s

@
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t die gznze welt
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an o0l¢ Hdebrew proverb, vhicn means: "He v: o0 zaves one human life

saves the whole world", =2esides Zrika Weinzierl the folloving
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and Raimund Titsch, It should be mentioned here t

vanced from the Zast and the allies from the West, The Germans
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ing those who triec¢ to escape, with their machine guns, One of

Hedy's cousins, Erich Forster, was successful in getting out

of such a burning barn, but received & shot wound in his pel-
vis, Cther concentration camps vere overrun by the Russians
ané¢ the americans and great many inmates were found zlive &and
freed., The Germans ¢id also some other horrendous things. They
had in some cases not enough time to clearﬁponcentration camp,
were unable to take the inmates along, They had the grand

idea to poison the inmates, That happened to one of Hedy's
cousins, Emmy Meisl and her husband Welter, They were given

on the last day very good fresh bread, We have the story from
their daughter René, who was with her parents in a concentration
camp. As a good child, she éid not eat the bread, wanted her

varents to hesve her portion too, and gave it to them., They ate

.
& it and since it was poisoned, cied shortly aftervards and Rend
stayed alive, I know of more such stcries, but that i1s enough.



