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C H A P T E R 40 
{ --- --- SUCCESS. 
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On the l)th of De c embe r came the long expe c ted lette r, 

v:hi ch told me that I had ps.s s ed t h e .State .60&..rc_ examination. 
r' 

I was very, v ery happy and so was Eecy. Fo r that oc c a si on s he 

had p r e pared a g ift for me, c.. doct o rs bag, a blood pr essure 

a ppara tus, and a fine s te thos c ope . I c.id not feel t o o corr.for -

tab le in Heights Eos ) ital and switched January lst, 

to Mc.te r nity Hos p it&l in Bushv-:ick ,...venue in 

3roo k lyn. It wa s a litt le mor e d i s t a nt, but I coul d reach it 

easy b y bus . I had to take c&re only of vho 

gav e bi rth , a field t ha t I like d very much, a nd I stayed there 

for ·1-f yea rs, had a ni c e sc. l ary a nd beside s ea rned money from 

deliveries of h elf s. r e patients, who had come to tne clinic, 

hav ing t h e ir private doctor s. 

about t h e of 1945 , He dy and Mrs. Glue c k got 

bu sy 7o look f o r a n us tha t wou ld s u i tabl e 
' 

fo r a o f f ice a n d time f or l iv i n g qua rte rs , 

f ound one on a t the c o rne r of Li n c oln 
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Road, across the street from ?respect Park. The was 

ct-=·: small, but were lucky that got it, bec aus e there was a 

shortage in apartments at that tims. The rent was hi[h for us, 

$ 115.- a month, but it was a apartment house about 

80 apartments, and v e li k ed it. We had two rooms for the office, 

a small windovless waiting room and a gocid-sized office room, 

and one becroom and a living room, kitchen and bathroom for our 

living quarters. 

There arose now the difficult problem of g e tting furniture 

for the apartment and equipment for office. had some 

savings, but by far not enough. The most things were 

furniture for our bedroom. A t rip · to Fulton SGreet to the corn -

Loeser solved that: proble!'.. We bought a beautiful complete 

se t , to be paid up in relatively small instalments. 

Then we again enormous luc k . The administrator of 

t h e Crown Heigh ts Eospi tal, .... I hs.d my first job, \.:as a 

Mrs. She had taken a liking to me right from the be-

i;<:inn ing, anc v'hen I h ad t o 2- c !:er l ater on, v:hen I -v;a.s a lready 

in the h illiamsburgh Lc.ter::i t y Hospital, that I .:1ad 

r ented an apartn,ent on Ocec.n -'--venue, she me that she had 

a l ot of furnitur e for me, she and ne r husband had decid-

ed to move to Florida. It so that t hey lived in t he 

same block on Ocean Av enue , ar..d they ha d st o r e d a lot of their 

furniture in the b a sement . : went the r e to look bt it and I 

cid not b e li eve my eye s. It >· ·ere fine furni t:ure, covered ·hi th 

lin e n to p rot P. ct them frorr, du:;'c, 2 ·oig arm chai res, 1 sofa, 

l tab l e , whi c h c ould be b sma ll table int o a 

bip dining room fin e t ab les of all k inds, 

flo o r lamp s , Cbrp s ts, b i g etc ., etc . They did 
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not wan t to g ive us all that aa an outright gift, asked only 

for $ 1 )0 .-. I looked at a nd knew what they meant. And 

a short tirne later all t t_ese things v.-ere in our apartment. We 

had enough, even for our room, . t he tbble of-

ten was opened and made big, 1-ih en v.-e had guests in the evening. 

All v-: e needed nm-.' was off ice equipment an9 t v.; e got c.lso 

quickly from a company Beeber in Manhattan, comp lete, includ-

ing 2 instrument cabinets, a scale, a waste rec ep t&cle, examin-

ing table, a fluoroscope, a floor lamp, an electro-cardiograph , 

a diathe r my apparatus, to be paid up in small instalme nts. The 

only things I bought and paic in cash was a be,autiful big desk, 

an unholstered desk c h a i r, an uphols t e red c hai r for the pati ent, 

a fi l ing cabinet , a basket , a microscope, a nd great 

many instruments. All the.. t, a nd of f ice e quipment wa s 

u p i n t h e course of 2 or 3 y ec..r s . 

We h ad t h e bedroom for u s and J ohanna, and Francis sl ep t 

in t he l i v ingroom on a couch, hbat n-:o l,9 e d me very much ·v.:E s rny 

3panish, v hich I s p o ke a t t ime &lrebdy f luently . 

we re Spanish s p e&k ing nurs e s in the who started to 

sen d me S :)ani s h sp e ak ing p a ti snt s to my o f f i c e , and Sp1::tnish 

S? e a k in g ;J&. t i e n ts, v-hom I h a c deliv e r e d of t ri.e ir be. bi es , v-. ho 

r emaine c. loyal and kept coming as p a ti e n t s t o my off ice, some 

for many y ear s . I had office h ours every afternoon. The sche-

dul e i n the hospital was in s uch a way t ha t I was free 

every afte r noon . We v;ere 3 C.o cto!'S besides me a Dr . Ke ss -

ler a nd b. Dr, Kirclli'>-ia us e n . lat te r c aJne e v e ry day a t 3 .) . i'-i . 

anG st ayed ti l l 11 i . M. l l I c ame and stay ed til l 3 P . M. 

on r.. ex4C h D -- . - . iEn r . anci s t ayed -c il l 

":n·.c..,..., DY" , KP.ssl e-·Yo C:-•rr· 0 •. , \·-h· c i:;1_::1..ri s t . t-4 11 3 _) ,1.-1 QY1 t-." ; e rex+-• - - JI - - - _, . - , , - - - - - • - v - - • • - • .• • -l- , -" c v 
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day. 'Ihat meant that Dr. Kirch.J2ausen \-:orked daily for 8 hours, 

whereas I and Dr. Kessler each time for 1 6 hours, but 

were then free for 32 hours, and, what was especib.lly f:O..Jd was 

that \·: e '• ' :::re free eveY'y for our office h ours. Only 

few patients came in the beginning, but the number incre(:;;.sed 

with every day. My fee was rather loi-: , b ,e tween .:j) 3.- b..nci 5.-

per office visit. 

As mentioned before, vve i.-:ere merr:::iers of .the Ethical Culture 

Society and attended Sunday meetings quite often. Johanna at-:' 

tended the Sunday school and Francis was engaged as a Sunday 

school pianist and received a small salary, \-· ith i.-:hich he con-

tributed to our living expenses. I remember that he usec to ask 

me almost every day hov.;· rriuch I had ea:>ne o , and ws.s quite satis-

fi ed, ..-hen I could tell h im t:iat the i.ncome h aC. incre(:;;.sed. 

I got once as a pa ti ent ve Y'y man from Vene zuela, 

a Mr. Jugo, Fho likec besides me es_J ec;ia.ll y ?ranci s, since h e 

s o oke Spanish. Francis at that alre(:;;.dy s. pupil of 

our cousin Leon 3rfst ein, 1ho was of musi c aL, th e 

Young Men's I:eb r evJ Fi.ssocia t, ion , a f ins pianist, -v :hom -v. e called 

unc le Leon, and Franc is had to go for lessons once a wee k to 

the Ste inway Ha.1 1 on i; est 37th 1-Stre et in J ugo 

wa nted to buy a fin e piano and a sked ?rancis to help him 

t ha t. Franci s vent to different p iano companies and f ound a 

v e r y fi n e one a t the 3aldw-i n sompaDy . He t old therr'. that he 

woulc bring them a cust:::irner and t hey ;i romised h i m a cor .... 'T1iss ion . 

M:r . Jugo v'ent t:i en the r e F i tl:. Fr ancis and he re a lly bought 

that ve r y ex ;JE::r.s i vE:: :;> i &no, ,,·t.ich w2.s 2.b.t e r s h i ppe d to Ca r o. cas 

ir and as a Franci s go t about 3 0G . - as com-
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uncle Leon had approved, and so i,;e got a piano into our a.part-

ment. Francis practiced then daily for hours. He also conti-

nuec. to paint, di d not neec Mr. Lerne r anymore, and produced 

grea t many beautiful paintings, went ou t often into the Pros-

pect Park easel, canvas, &nd paints, painted also often 

in the house, and on Saturday afternoons he vJent often to the 

Art Stucents League on 57th Street in M.anhattan, for drawing 

of nuce models. After \·' e had moved to Ocean Avenue, Johanna 

switched to another s chool on Washington Avenue at the corner 

of Clas son Avenue, i,.rhich she liked rnuc:'.J. better than the school 

on 2nd Street. She had a lot of nev; fri ends in our new neigh-

borhood, who all vent to that school on Washington avenue. It 

shoul6 a lso be mentioned . t h at Francis had become a Boy Scout 

and r e gularly meetings in the evening. He mad e great 

pro gress in piano playing und er t h e guidanc e of uncl e Leon, 

was qui te proud of him. 

Success! Success! vlbat a What a marvel of a 

country, i,;hich opened the doors for me and my family to immi-

grate. And then to allov,· me to v:ork again in my profession a.s 

a doctor. No \.,-onder that so many people, v-:hen t hey arrived 

here, threw themselves dm·m and kissed the ground. A gree::.t, 

grea:t country. They did not !"lake it easy for anyone to come 

in. You hod to have relatives or good friends to gua rantee 

for you with an affidavit. They chec ke d you out before they 

let you in. Hedy to wait in Vienna for her visa, after 

I had left for Cuba, for over a y ec..r, o p ,J res s ed by t he Gestapo 

,. , .. and t hreatened with deportati on to ?oland . And just at the 
\ : .. 

time v..-hen the wa r h &d alrea d>- ·::J roke n ou tth_y a rrived s afe ly in 

Holland with and the7 c ould still g e t on a b o a t and 

sail for A.rneri c a . 


