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CHAPTER L0

SUCCESS.
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On the 15th of Decdember came the long expected letter,
which told me that I had psssed the 3tate board examination,
I was very, very heppy and so was Hecy, For that occasion she

had preparecd a gift for me, & doctors bag, & blood pressure
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fine stethoscope, I c¢id not feel too comfor-
table in Crown Helghts Hosoital and switched with January lst,
to Williamsburgh Meternity Hospital in Bushwick avenue in
srooklyn. It was & little more distant, but I could reach it
relatively easy by bus., I hed to take care only of women who
gave birth, a field that I liked very much, and I stayed there
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for 1 years, had & nice sslary and besides earned money from
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;re patients, who had come to tne clinic,

ng their own private doctors,
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without hav

£t about the beginring of 1945, Hedy and Mrs, Glueck got
busy to look for an apartment for us that would be suitsable
for a coctors office and at the same time for living guarters,
and thev found one on Ocean ~venue at the corner of Lincoln
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Road, across the street from Prospect Park, The epgrtment was

small, but we were lucky that we got it, because there wes &

shortage in apartments at that time., The rent was high for us,

5 115,- a month, but it was & nice apartment house with about

80 apartments, and ve liked it, WwWe had two rooms for the office,
a small windowless waiting room and a good-sized ofi'ice room,
and one becroom and a living room, kitchen and bathroom for our
living quarters.

There arose now the difficult problem of getting furniture
for the apartment and equipment for the office, We had some
savings, but by far not enough, The most impqrtant things were
furniture for our bedroom, 4 trip-to Fulton 3treet to the com-

oany Loeser solved that problem, We bought a beautiful complete

set, to be paid up in relatively smeall instalments,
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i Then we had ageain enormous luck, The administrator o
the Crown Heights KHospital, where I hed my first job, was a

Mrs, Wattell, 3She had tgken z likin
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to me right from the be-

ginning, and vhen I had tolc her later on, vhen I was already
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working in the Williamsburgh liate lospital, that I nad
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rented an apartrnent on Ocesn avenue, she told me that she had
a lot of furniture for me, since she and her husband had dscid-
ed to move to Florida, It so happoened that they lived in the

lot of their
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same block on Ocean Avenue, &and they had stored
furniture in the basement, I went there to look &t it and I
cid not believe my eyves, It vere fine furniture, covered with
linen to protect them from dust, 2 big armchaires, 1 sofs,

1 table, which could be converted from &« small table
big dining room table, chairs, fine smgll tables of &ll kinds,
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floor lamps, carpets, big ené small ones etec., ete, They did
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not want to give us g1l that

for $ 150.,-, I looked at th
a2 short time later all threse
had nov enough, even for our
ten was opened and made big,
All ve needed now was office
guickly from a company Beebe
ing 2 instrument cabinets, a
ing teable, a fluoroscope, a
a diathermy apparatus, to be

only things I bought and pai
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28 an outright gift, asked only

erm and knew what they meant, and
things were in our apartment, We
waiting room,. where the table of-
vhen ve had guests in the evening.
equipment and that we got also

r in Manhattan, complete, includ-
scale, a waste receptacle, examin-
fioor lamp, an electro-cardiograph,
paid up in small instalments, The

¢ in cash was a beautiful big desk,

an upholstered desk chair, an upholstered chair for the patient,

a filing cebinet, a waste-pa
many instruments, All thst,
paid up in the course of 2 o

We had the becdroom for

in the livingroom on a couch

3panish, which I spoke at th
were 3Spanish spesking nurses
send me Soanish speaking peat
speeking patients, vhom I ha
remainec loyal and kept comi
for many vears, I had offic
dule in the hospital was arr
everv afternoon, We vere 3

ler and & Dr, Kirchhausen,
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vhen Dr, Kessler cume, whec &

per basket, a microscope, and great
furniture and office eguipment was
r 3 ye&rs,

us and Johanna, and Francis slept

. what helped me very much was my
&t time glready fluently, TLhere

in the hospital, who started to

ents to my office, and Spanish
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¢ delivered of trneir bebies, who
ng as patients to my office, some

e hours every afternoon. The sche-

rcrhausern came and stayed till 11 P.M
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day. That meant that Dr, Kirchhausen worked deaily for 8 hours,
whereas I and Dr., Kessler worked each time for 16 hours, but
were then free for 32 hours, &nd, what was especiually goud was
that ve vere free every afternoon for our office hours, Only
few patients came in the beginning, but the number incressed
with every day. My fee was rather low, between § 3.- &nd 5.-
per office visit,

4is mentioned before, we vwere members of the Ethical Culture
Society and sttended Sundey meetings gquite often, Johanna at-
tended the Sundey school and Francis was engaged as a Sunday
school pianist and received & small sszlary, vith which he con-
tributed to our living expenses, I remember that he usec to ask
ne almost every day how much I had earned, and was quite satis-

fied, vhen I could tell him that the income hac increased,
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I got once as &a pat
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nt & very rich man from Venezuelsa,
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kec besides me especially Francis, since he

spoke Spanish, Francis was at that time already & pupil of

our cousin Leon zZrcstein, vho was professor of music &t the
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Young Men's Hebrew association, a fins pianist, vhom we called
uncle Leon, &nd Frencis had to go for lessons once & week to
the Steinway Hall on West 57th ,Street in Manhattan, Mr., Jugo
wanted to buy a fine plano ané asked Francis to help him vith
that, Francis went to different pianoc compenies and found a
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at the Baldwin compansy He told them thet he

Joe

would bring them a customer sand they promised him a cormission,
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Mr, Jugoc went then there vith Francis and he really bou
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in Venezuela, end &s & resulft Francis got &bout % 500,- as com-
missiorn ard boucht 1t o+ b A R A R RS R ¥ s of whict
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uncle Leon had approved, and so we got & piano into our &part-
ment, Francis practiced then daily for hours, HKHe also conti-
nueé¢ to paint, did not need Mr, Lerner anymore, and produced

reat many beautiful paintings, went out often into the Pros-
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pect Park with easel, canvas, and paints, painted also often
in the house, and on Saturcay afternoons he went often to the
Art Stucdents League on 57th Street in Manhattan, for drawing
of nuce models, After we had moved to Ocean Avenue, Johanna
switched to another school on Wasnington Avenue at the corner
of Classon Avenue, which she liked mucn better than the school
on 2nd 3Street, She had a lot of new friends in our new neigh-
borhood, who all vent fo that school on Wwashington avenue, It
snoulc also be mentioned.that Francis had pecome a Boy Scout

and attenced regularly meetings in the evening, He made grest

ct

progress in piano playing und

D

r the guicdance of uncle Leon, vho
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was gu

te oroud of him,

Success! Success! What & country! -Nhat~a mafvel”ofaa
country, which opened the doors for me and my family to immi-
grate. 4nd then to allow me to work again in my profession &s
a doctor, No wonder that so many people, when they arrived
here, threw themselves down and kissed the ground, 4 great,
great country. They did not mske it easy for anyone to come
in. You h.d to have relatives or good friends to guarantee
for you with an affidavit, They checked you out before they
let you in, Hedy had‘to wait in Vienna for her visa, after
I hgd left for Cuba,‘for over a yeer, opuressed by The Gestapo
and threatened with deportation to roland. 4nd just at the
time when the war hsd already troken outllley srrived sefely in

Holland with Johanna, and ther could still get on a boat and



