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CHAPTER L5

THINGS GETTING B=TTE

Now back to New York, after that long excursion
e got usec to the new life in the new gpartment at

Avenue in zZrooklyn, Finally, after wazncering about
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oital ané slso from my work at the laboratory of Eoffman-LaRoche,
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In the meantime, graduslly, the number of my oifice patients anc
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with it the income from it grew. The children were hapoy. Tke
schools were not far, there was a piano, the Prospect rark across

the street, movie theatres nearby, and friends coming and going.

Francis went, as I already mentioned, in the summer of 1%ul,

when we still lived on Garfield rPlace, to & camp 1n Permsylvania
for about two months, and in the next year, after he had joined

ct

the Boy S3couts, to a Boy Scout camp somewhere in upstate New

York., We had become menbters of the srooklyn kthical Culture

Societw, and ve met there many interesting peqple, some of whom

Rose Welker, and many others, Some of them became my patients,
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e vent alrmcst sgver sundaey te the meetings, and loved tec listen
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to the interesting lectures of Dr., Heumann and other leaders,
non Black, Dr, Muzzey, Dr, Mason,; Mr,

Ocdell, to name a fev of the olcer generation, and walter Lawton,
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had in Brooklvn for .the last 15 yvears lMr, Howard BoxXx &as & very

a minister of the Unitarian Church, For children the Ethicsal
Society hed Sunday school reetings, and Johanna went there for
g fev vears, Francis was the pianist for these meetings, & job,
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Hedy was for the last fev years president of the women's

A

Club, later czlled wWomen's Conference of the Brooklyn Zthicsal
Culture Society. It was a nice group of ladies, which gathered
twice a month, It required much work to keep the group tcgether,
and her efforts were always greatly appreciasted by the members,
who loved to come to the meetings, which she tried to make in-
teresting and stimulating. They had often important speakers
at their gatherings, often shows of pictures, movies, and slides
from excursions, to which I also contributed with showings of
slides from trips to far-awvay countries.

Our apartment served us for a few years wery well, It was

t too small, so that Johanna had to share the bedroom
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with us. There was also not enough closet space, When a pa-
batliroom, he had to pass the coor of the

cedroom andé of the kitchen. The apsriment was on the ground

flooy so that people could look in from the street, especially

wren the lights were on in the evening. zut these were minor

things and ¢id not bother us too much, %0 increase my income,
I registerecd with the welfare Department and treated patients

who were on welfare, The fees were low and requirec much paper
work, also meny telepnone calls, The Welfare Department paid
for a house call % 5.- only. 3ince I did not have a Gar; 1%
meant meking house calls by bus, Most of the patients lived in
the wWilliamsburgh section, anéd I cculd maske a number of house

cells on each trip, s
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tients lived in the

same area, wnere I coulc¢ walk on foot from one strest to the
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next one, masin ften up to ten hcouse calls on a forenocon =nd
- 4 ~ P 2
Thet ggve me £ niice income,
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My frie Javic rreudsentral]l saw the difficulties of making
ing
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the trips by bus and was all the time after me, trying to con-
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ly gave in an

bougnt &
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vince me that I needed a car, I T

T was & Nash car and was not
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car, taking a loan from a banz,
expensive at that time. I had taken driving lessons long pbe-
fore and had already a license, but I was a poor criver when

I got the car. I had to take somebocy with me to pick the car
up andé bring it to the curb neer my house. The super in the
house, where we lived, a Mr, Drolle, gave me a few lessons,
tut that was not enough. Next, Mr, Michael Rosen gave me a
really good lesson, I had to go to Manhattan, anc I had hoped
thut e would do most of the c¢riving. 5Sut he insistec that I

n, somewhere on the

o

do it, and I c¢rove all the wey to ienhatt
Zast-sice, anéd then back through Cangl Street and over the

Manhattan bridge in very heavy traffic. Ee did not talk much

vhiles I was criving, made only sigrns with hiis hand or with one
finger, pointing either to the left cr to the right snd that
vas really sufficient, It was amaczing that nothing hapoened

end that I came back to Brooklyn witkout & scratch on my car

1

It did not take long and I coulcd gc zlone and came home glive

™

O Sundays ve soon made trips, alwzys with the children, some-
times with Paul an¢ Lisa, once to the Croton River bricge, and
the next time to Nev Jersey to visit somebody, perhaps the For-
sters, Minor accidents sometimes happened, but not often. It

vas now, of course, easy to meke house calls in the willizms-

burgh area ané I coulc make rorse cells,
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Leon" haé a studic room rented, I peid him, not in the beginn-
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k& - ing, but later on, when I could afforé it, S 10,- for each les-
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nated in a Music Student Contest in
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son, ©Once Francis part
the Erooklyn Museum, wvhich was recorded over the radio, It was
on Ssturday, Mey 8th, 1948, There were L contesiants, one boy
15 years old, two girls, 16 gnd 17, and Francis was 17 years
cld, He was the last one to play, and he played the Fantasie-
Impromptu in C-sharp minor by Chopin and the Scherzo in E-fleat
minor by Brahms. My heart waé beating heavily, when I heard
him play, while sitting in my car, He cid not meske a single

mistake, but he did not win the contest. He ned considerec

for a2 long time, whether he should become & concert pian:

n

i
But uncle Leon told him thet that woulé require sitting for the

rest of his 1life 8 hours dzily on his behind st the piano, prac-

- ticing., Theat was reason enough for him to let it go., 4and the
same vwith painting as & profession, He gave it up too, But he
continued to paint with great zest and also piano pleying, Ee

was also very good in schocl and brought home very good report
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cards, His teachers seemed to like him very much, Once I went

for some reason to his cless room in zZrasmus High 3School, There

vere lists of pupils pastec on the well next to each class room
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th grade numbers next to the names, I did not believe
my eyes: Francis' name was gt the top of the list and next to
it the number $8, I knew thst he was good in school, since his

report cards were good =nc he also got often "honor cards",
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difficulties with mathematics, the same as her father; years
back, when he was a school boy., She also entered Zrasmus High
School, in 1950. I had noticei for guite some time that she
hed & great talent for art, bringing home from school some
nice drawings and paintings and also some interesting works

of ceramics, I was the first one to notice it, and tried to
inspire her by showving my admiration., In the second yeur she

me jored in art,



